COUNTY OF MERCER
McDADE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
040 SOUTH BROAD STREET
PO, BOX 8068
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08630-00068
(609) 989-6584
Fax: (609) 362-0488

JERLENE H. WORTHY, CLERK LISA M. VENA
BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS DEPLTY CLERK

MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

FORMAL MEETING OF APRIL 27, 2017
MINUTES

Chair Colavita called the Formal Meeting to order at 6:08PM on April 27, 2017 in
Room 211 of the McDade Administration Building, 640 South Board Street, Trenton.

New Jersey.

The following members of the Board answered the Roll call of the Clerk to the
Board:

Present — Freeholders Cannon, Cimino, Frisby, Koontz, Verrelli, Walter and
Colavita

The Clerk to the Board read the Invocation.

The Clerk to the Board announced that in accordance with the provisions of the
New Jersey Open Public Meeting Law, Notice of this meeting has been mailed to the
Trenton Times, The Trentonian, and the Princeton Packet newspaper, as well as having
been posted in the Courthouse and the Administration Building at least 48 hours in
advance of this meeting.

Visit Mercer County on the Web at www.mercercounty.org
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At this time, Chair Colavita invited the members of the public to comment on any
item listed on the Agenda.

Stephen Hiltner, Friends of Herrontown Woods, addressed the Board regarding his
concerns of the poor conditions at the Veblen House and the Veblen cottage located in
Princeton, NJ. He explained that the two properties are at a point of disrepair and asked
for the County to pay the additional cost for repairs. (See Schedule “B” attached hereto
and made a part hereof).

Freeholder Koontz commented that the County has worked in good faith on the
property and has been in constant communication with the Friends of Herrontown
Woods. He said the Veblen House is under the control of the administration.

Freeholder Frisby asked if a cost analysis was conducted and if the property was
deemed historic.

Michael Herbert, Board Counsel, stated that the Freeholders have no authority
over the Veblen House and that it is under the jurisdiction of the County Executive.

(See Schedule “C” attached hereto and made a part hereof).

At this time, Chair Colavita welcomed Carol Stiller, Million Mom March- Mercer
County Chapter, to address the Board. Ms. Stiller thanked the Board for approving the
Resolution in opposition of the “Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act of 2017” and the
“Constitutional Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act of 2017. Many states, like New Jersey,
prohibit out-of-state residents from carrying concealed weapons within their borders
without complying with their own State requirements. If passed, the bills would
effectively override existing state and city laws and severely limit those entities ability to
regulate who can lawfully carry a concealed weapon. She said the Million Mom March
plans to use the County Resolution as an example to other counties.

Freeholder Walter commented that Ms. Stiller has been very active in the Million
Mom March against gun violence. Freeholder Walter added that the Mercer County
Sheriff and Prosecutor were not opposed to the issue; however they wanted to look
further into the issue.



The Board thanked the Million Mom March organization for their commitment to
combat gun violence in the community.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

On Motion of Freeholder Cannon, seconded by Freeholder Colavita, the Minutes
of the following meeting were approved:

Meeting of January 26, 2017

VOTE ON MOTION

Ayes — 6. Nays-0. Abstain-1. Absent-0

Ayes — Freeholders Cannon, Cimino, Frisby, Koontz, Verrelli, and Cannon
Abstain- Freeholder Walter

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

On Motion of Freeholders Frisby, seconded by Freeholder Colavita, the Minutes
of the following meeting were approved:

Meeting of February 16, 2017

VOTE ON MOTION

Ayes- 5. Nays. Abstain-2.Absent-0

Ayes- Freeholders Cannon, Frisby, Koontz, Walter and Colavita
Abstain- Freeholders Cimino and Freeholder Verrelli




COMMUNICATIONS:

A communication was received from Lindsay Counts, Acting Purchasing Agent.
dated April 12, 2017, RE: Minutes and Bid Results for the Week of March 13, 2017.

A communication was received from Lindsay Counts, Acting Purchasing Agent.
dated April 12, 2017, RE: Minutes and Bid Results for the Week of March 20, 2017.

A communication was received from Lindsay Counts, Acting Purchasing Agent.
dated April 12, 2017, RE: Minutes and Bid Results for the week of March 27,2017.

A communication was received from Lindsay Counts, Acting Purchasing Agent.
dated April 3, 2017, RE: Minutes and Bid Results for the week of March 20, 2017.

A communication was received from Shirley K. Turner, New Jersey Senate 15"
District, dated April 11, 2017, RE: acknowledge receipt of Resolution No. 2017-169,
which express the Frecholder Board’s opposition to budget cut that fund grant that
support community program such as Meals on Wheels.

A communication was received from County Executive, Brian Hughes, dated
April 6, 2017 , RE: Appointments to Mercer County Voting Accessibility Advisory
Committee- Ericka McCoy and Tyler Glassman

A communication was received Andrew Mair, County Administrator, dated April
25, 2017, RE: Question from the April 11, 2017 meeting- Elevator service in the parking
garage 240 West State Street.
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A communication was received Andrew Mair, County Administrator, dated Apri}
25,2017, Veblen House- Friends of Herrontown Woods.

RESOLUTIONS:

The Clerk to the Board called for a motion to vote in block on Resolution Nos. 1
through 15 on the agenda.

Freeholder Koontz moved, seconded by Freeholder Cannon, that:

RESOLUTIONS NOS. I THROUGH 15 ON THE AGENDA,
BE VOTED ON IN BLOCK

YOTE ON MOTION

AYES-7. NAYS-0. ABSTAIN-0. ABSENT-0
Ayes- Freeholder Cannon, Cimino, Frisby, Koontz, Verrelli, Walter and Colavita

Freeholder Cannon offered the following Resolutions, seconded by Freeholder

Frisby:
NO. 2017-195

NO. 2017-196

NO. 2017-197

MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
SUPPORT U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES BILL 1272
WHICH PROVIDES FOR THE EXPEDITIOUS DISCLOSURE OF
RECORDS RELATED TO CIVIL RIGHTS COLD CASES AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

COUNTY OF MERCER 2017 TEMPORARY BUDGET
APPROPRIATIONS

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN
TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO.35 (NURSES) AND THE
COUNTY OF MERCER. PERIOD: JANUARY 1, 2017 TO
DECEMBER 31, 2019



NO. 2017-198

NO. 2017-199

NO.2017-200

-6-

MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
HEREBY ACCEPTS A GRANT RENEWAL AWARD FROM
THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
SERVICES, DIVISION OF MENTAL HEALTH AND
ADDICTION SERVICES FOR THE 2017 MERCER COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE
SERVICES FOR MERCER COUNTY RESIDENTS- PERIOD:
JANUARY 1, 2017 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2017. AMOUNT:
$876,233.00 [$779,615.00 ( STATE FUNDS); $96,618.00
(COUNTY MATCH FUNDS)

MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
AUTHORIZED TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION BASED UPON
THE LETTER OF INTENT TO THE GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL
ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE FOR THE MUNICIPAL
ALLIANCE TO PREVENT ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE
( DRUG ENFORCEMENT DEMAND REDUCTION] (D.E.D.R)
PERIOD: JULY 1, 2017 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2018. AMOUNT:
$435,401.00 (NO COUNTY FUNDS)

MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
AUTHORIZES THE RELEASE OF PAYMENTS UTILIZING
MULTI-DISCIPLINARY TEAM (MDT) GRANT FUNDS FOR
THE PROVISION OF MDT CLIENT SPECIFIC PURCHASES
FOR INDIVIDUAL MDT CLIENTS, UTILIZING VARIOUS
SERVICE PROVIDERS IDENTIFIED BY THE MDT
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO : MENTORING,
COUNSELING, ADVOCACY, RECREATION, UTILITIES
ASSISTANCE, CLOTHING AND TRANSPORTATION. PERIOD:
APRIL 1, 2017 TO DECEMBER 31, 2017. AMOUNT NOT TO
EXCEED: $10,679.00 (STATE FUNDS)



NO.2017-201

NO. 2017-202

NO. 2017-203

NO.2017-204

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH NEW
JERSEY TRANSIT AND THE TOWNSHIP OF EWING FOR THE
INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY OF
SIX (6) BUS SHELTERS ALONG VARIOUS COUNTY
ROADWAYS IN THE TOWNSHIP OF EWING, COUNTY OF
MERCER

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE A PROPRIETARY HARDWARE
AND SOFTWARE MAINTENANCE AND SUPPORT
AGREEMENT WITH COUNTY BUSINESS SYSTEMS FOR THE
OFFICE OF THE MERCER COUNTY CLERK. PERIOD OF
MARCH 19, 2017 TO MARCH 18, 2019. AMOUNT NOT TO
EXCEED: $250,279.00

AMEND RESOLUTION NO. 2014-696, ADOPTED DECEMBER
11, 2014 AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND
CLERK TO THE BOARD TO EXECUTE AN AMENDMENT (
AMENDMENT NO.1) TO THE GRANT AGREEMENT WITH
THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
(NJDOT), DIVISION OF AERONAUTICS (DOA) FOR THE
REHABILITATION OF TAXIWAYS “H”, “B & F*
CONSTRUCTION PHASE II PROJECT AT THE TRENTON-
MERCER AIRPORT- AMEND RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE
CONTRACT PERIOD THROUGH JULY 3, 2018. NO CHANGE
IN FUNDING LEVELS

PARTIAL AWARD OF BIDRECEIVED FEBRUARY 3,
2017  TOMULTIPLE VENDORS FOR SOLID AND
LIQUID RUNAWAY DEICER FOR THE TRENTON-
MERCER  AIRPORT. PERIOD: APRIL 13,2017
THROUGH APRIL 12, 2018 WITH AN OPTION TO EXTEND



NO.2017-205

NO.2017-206

NO.2017-207

NO.2017-208

NO.2017-209

APPOINTMENTS OF ERICKA MCCOY TO SERVE AS A
MEMBER OF THE MERCER COUNTY VOTING
ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

APPOINTMENT OF TYLER GLASSMAN TO SERVE AS A
MEMBER OF THE MERCER COUNTY VOTING
ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
DECLARES APRIL AS PARKINSON’S AWARENESS MONTH

MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
RECOGNIZES THE MONTH OF APRIL AS NATIONAL
COUNTY GOVERNMENT MONTH

MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
HEREBY REGISTERS ITS GPPOSITION TO H.R. 38 AND

S.446- THE CONCEALED CARRY RECIPROCITY ACT OF 2017
AND THE CONSTITUTION CONCEALED CARRY
RECIPROCITY ACT OF 2017

YOTE ON RESOLUTIONS

AYES- 7. NAYS-0. ABSTAIN-0. ABSENT-0
Ayes- Freeholder Cannon, Cimino, Frisby, Koontz, Verrelli, Walter and Colavita
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2017 MERCER COUNTY BUDGET

Chair Colavita announced the opening of the Public Hearing on the CAP Bank
Resolution.

Chair Colavita asked if there were any questions and comments. Hearing none, he
called for a motion to close the Public Hearing.

Freeholder Cimino moved, “To Close The Public Hearing”, seconded by
Freeholder Cannon.

VOTE ON MOTION
AYES- 7. NAYS-0. ABSTAIN-0. ABSENT-0
Ayes- Freeholder Cannon, Cimino, Frisby, Koontz, Verrelli, Walter and Colavita

Freeholder Cimino offered the following Resolution Adoption, seconded by
Freeholder Koontz:

NO.2017-210 RESOLUTION TO EXCEED INDEX RATE TO THE
COUNTY BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO
ESTABLISH CAP BANK (N.J.S.A 40A: 4-45.14)

VOTE ON RESOLUTION
AYES- 7. NAYS-0. ABSTAIN-0. ABSENT-0
Ayes- Freeholder Cannon, Cimino, Frisby, Koontz, Verrelli, Walter and Colavita
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2017 MERCER COUNTY BUDGET:

Chair Colavita announced the opening of the Public Hearing on the 2017 Mercer
County Budget.

Freeholder Cimino moved, “To Recess The Public Hearing”, seconded by
Freeholder Koontz.

VOTE ON MOTION
AYES- 7. NAYS-0. ABSTAIN-0. ABSENT-0
Ayes- Freeholder Cannon, Cimino, Frisby, Koontz, Verrelli, Walter and Colavita

Freeholder Cannon offered the following Resolution, seconded by Freeholder
Koontz:

NO. 2017-211 AMENDMENTS TO THE 2017 MERCER COUNTY
BUDGET

YOTE ON RESOLUTION
AYES- 7. NAYS-0. ABSTAIN-0. ABSENT-0
Ayes- Freeholder Cannon, Cimino, Frisby, Koontz, Verrelli, Walter and Colavita
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OLD BUSINESS:

Freeholder Cimino expressed his concern regarding an article in the paper that the
County was not moving forward to build a regional jail. He added that the Freeholder
Board should be presented with a report as to why the regional jail was no longer an idea
for Mercer County.

Freeholder Walter also said she would like a report indicating why the regional jail
would not occur. She asked that the administration not comment on behalf of the
Freeholder Board noting that an article in the paper referenced the Freeholders.

ADJOURNMENT:

A motion to Adjourn the Formal Meeting was offered by Frecholder Frisby.
seconded by Freeholder Cannon, which Motion was adopted by the unanimous vote of
the members of the Freeholder Board.

YOTE ON MOTION
AYES-7. NAYS-0. ABSTAIN-0. ABSENT-0
Ayes- Freeholder Cannon, Cimino, Frisby, Koontz, Verrelli, Walter and Colavita

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:21PM

H. //uz%r

JERLENE H. WORTHY
CLERK TO THE BOARD
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We the undersigned are calling on Mercer County and Princeton to avert
a great tragedy. The Veblen House and the Veblen cottage--two
buildings of national historic merit--are being considered for demolition
in eastern Princeton’s first and finest nature preserve, Herrontown
Woods. Four years ago, when local governments and all other
environmental nonprofits were putting their priorities elsewhere, the
Friends of Herrontown Woods (FOHW) organized to clear the long-
blocked trails of Herrontown Woods and Autumn Hill Reservation, and
make these 210 acres of open space once again accessible to the public.
FOHW has been maintaining and improving the trails and habitat ever
since, leading nature walks and workdays, partnering with nearby
schools, and researching the fascinating history of those who lived in
the house and cottage.

FOHW has proven that, given a green lighg, its volunteers can work
wonders on a shoestring, and it now seeks the green light to begin
repairs of the Veblen House and cottage. The twao structures--one a
1920s prefab with extraordinary custom interior woodwork, the other
an 1875 farmhouse that speaks to a simpler era--are unique in
Princeton. Together, they tell a story that stretches from dirt-poor
farmers to Manhattan's high society, from America's first pilgrims to
America’s first computers. Both were purchased and lived in by the
famous mathematician and visionary, Oswald Veblen, without whom
Princeton would fack the Institute for Advanced Study, a world-class
mathematics department, Albert Einstein's long residency, and the 700
acres of protected land at the Institute Woods and Herrontown Woods.
Veblen and his wife Elizabeth donated their house in 1974 to be utilized
as a museum and library,

For decades, however, the Veblen House and cottage have been in
limbo. Their owner, Mercer County, has long been pessimistic as to their
condition and the cost of repair. There has also been a lack of
appreciation for the importance of buildings in creating a sense of place
ont our public lands. Examples abound in western Princeton. Mountain
Lakes House, the Johnson Education Center, Clark House, Updike Farm--
all create a gathering place surrounded by wonderful open space. The
Veblen House and cotfage, in better condition that appearances suggest,
are eastern Princeton's only chance for a similar synergy of nature and
culture.
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COUNTY OF MERCER
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

McDade Administration Building
640 South Broad Street
P.O. Box 8068
Trenton, New Jersey (08650-8068

BRIAN M. HUGHES

Counly Exceutive

KELVIN §. GANGES ANDREW A, MAIR
Chief of Stall County Administrator
MEMORANDUM
TO: Jerlene H. Worthy, Clerk to the Board of Chosen Freeholders

FROM: Andrew A. Mair, County Administrator
DATE: April 25,2017
RE: Veblen House.

The Friends of Herrontown Woods submitted a proposal several weeks ago to demonstrate their plans for
the buildings and their capacity to implement their pians. To date, they have raised just under $30,000. The
urgent work (priority 1) that was identified by the County's architects in 2011 would cost somewhere between
$160,000-5225,000 to accomplish. It is likely that additional items would be required now after six more years of
weather. Those urgent items were primarily structural and do not address the other steps necessary to make the
buildings safe and accessible for public use. The necessary work {priority 2) which is required was estimated to
cost between $620,000-5891,250 in 2011. The architectural assessment states that urgent work "consists of the
most immediate repair issues" and necessary work "consists of work that is necessary in order to fully repair and
rehabilitate the building. This work includes other exterior restoration work, interior repair, restoration of
historic elements, renovation of interior building materials, as weli as inclusion of mechanical, electrical and
plumbing system upgrades, and code improvements.”

Mr. Hiltner has been in discussions with the County regarding this property since 2007. In 2013 he was
advised to form a non-profit which could be a legal recipient of the land and buildings. He was further advised to
develop a plan of attack - a work plan, schedule and fundraising plan/strategy that would demonstrate the
organization's capacity to hire and manage appropriate professional contractors to do the work as outlined in The
Oswald and Elizabeth Veblen House and Cottage Conditions Assessment prepared by Mills & Schnoering
Architects in May 2011. This Conditions Assessment was provided to Mr. Hiltner in 2013 and earlier. The
Assessment states that, "The majority of the elements are in fair to poor condition, and will require a
comprehensive and relatively extensive restoration program that should only be carried out by qualified
restoration contractors."

In 2015, Mr. Hiltner proposed hiring a contractor to provide some basic stability and tarping. The County
prepared a Right of Entry Agreement and advised of our insurance requirements. The Right of Entry was
approved by the Park Commission in July 2015 but our insurance requirements were not met by the builder and
the agreement was not signed. In spring 2015 Mr. Hiltner provided proof of the incorperation of the Friends of
Herrontown Woods, a 501{c)3.



There had been some communication with Mr. Hiltner through the end of 2015 but no work plan,
insurance or fundraising strategy was provided to the County. A general liability insurance certificate was
provided to the County in fall 2016, but the FOHW intend for volunteers to do the work which is not acceptable.
Also in the fall, work was conducted on the exterior of the house without County authorization. In fall 2016, at
the County Executive's direction, the Park Commission hired an engineer to develcp bid specs for the demolition
of these and other structures. Upon seeing the legal notice for this work, the FOHW appeared at the early
December Park Commission meeting with legal counsel. Therefore, Mr. Hiltner has been advised that all
communications need to be between his attorney and County Counsel's office.

Although the buildings are eligible for the national register, it has been explained to me that the
structures themselves do not have historic value. Rather, the people who lived in and met at the buildings are
important historical figures. The County would be willing to install appropriate interpretive signage to
commemorate Mr. Veblen, Albert Einstein and their work. We would also install trail connections that would give
visitors an understanding of the importance of the site. Princeton currently manages the property with the
exception of the land immediately surrounding the buildings. They are willing to take ownership of the property,
including the garage, as requested by FOHW. The garage will be retained for Princeton’s use and the use of
FOHW at Princeton’s discretion.

The County Executive is completely engaged in this discussion. He is fully aware of the options and we
continue to implement his direction.

AAM/cw



COUNTY OF MERCER
McDADE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
640 SOUTH BROAD STREET
PO BOX 8068
TRENTON, NEW JERSLEY 08630-0068
(609) 989-6584
Fax: (609) 392-0488
JERLENE H. WORTHY, CLERK LISA M. VENA
BOARD OF CHOSEN FREENOLDERS DEPUTY CLERK

MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

INFORMAL MEETING OF APRIL 25, 2017

MINUTES

Chair Colavita called the Agenda Mecting to order at 6:02PM on April 25, 2017 in
Room 211 of the Joyce L. McDade Administration Building, 640 South Broad Street.

Trenton, NJ.
ROLL CALL:

The following members of the Board answered the Roll Call of the Clerk to the
Board:

Present — Frecholders Cannon. Cimino, Frisby, Koontz, Verrelli, Walter and
Colavita

Chair Colavita led the Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to the Flag.
SUNSHINE LAW:

The Clerk to the Board announced that in accordance with the provision of the
New Jersey Open Public Meeting Law, notice of this Informal Meeting had been mailed
to Trenton Times, The Trentonian and The Princeton Packet newspapers as well as
having been posted in both the County Administration Building and Courthouse at least
forty- eight (48) hours in advance of the meeting.

Visit Mercer County on the Web at www.mercercounty.org



2.

At this time, Fathers and Men United for a Better Trenton appeared before the
Board to present the Freeholders with awards for their support throughout the years.
Jason Rogers explained that the group organizes and participates in events and activities
in the year, always with the intent to make their community a better place and that their
annual event consists of providing students with school supplies.

The Freeholders praised the organization for their commitment to the City of
Trenton,

At this time, Freeholder Koontz invited students from Hightstown High School to
discuss the Bill 1272 “Cold Case Record Collections Act of 2017 which provides for the
expeditious disclosure of records related to civil rights cold cases, and for other purposes.
The students’ mission was to lobby United States Congress into action to unresolved hate
crimes like the racially motivated murder of black Chicago teen Emmett Till, who was
abducted, beat down and shot to death in 1955. (See Schedule “A’’ attached hereto and
made a part hereof).

Freeholder Koontz informed the students that the Freeholders would vote on the
Resolution on Thursday and that the Bill 1272 deserves a review in Congress and that the
Freeholders are supportive of Bill 1272.

The students thanked the Board for allowing them to express their passion on the
issue. The students were very knowledgeable and articulated on the issue.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

1. Meeting of January 26, 2017
2. Meeting of February 16, 2017




COMMUNICATIONS:

Eight (8) Communications were discussed and approved for placement on the
Formal Meeting on April 27, 2017,

RESOLUTIONS:

Seventeen (17) Resolutions were discussed and approved for the Agenda of April
27,2017.

David Miller, CFO informed the Freeholders that there will be a second reading
for the Cap Bank Resolution and there is a possibility that the Mercer County Budget can
be adopted at the May 9, 2017 Frecholder Meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

Freeholder Cimino expressed his concerns with receiving luggage in disarray at
the Trenton-Mercer Airport.

The Freeholders praised Marygrace Billek, Director of Human Services, for her
outstanding work on homelessness services.

Freeholder Colavita added that there is an issue within the shelter facilities and
that there is a decline of Board of Social Services recipients.



PUBLIC SECTION:

At this time, Chair Colavita invited the public to comment any item listed on the
agenda.

There was no public comment.

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:33PM

%AMJV. Wintiy

JERLENE H. WORTHY

CLERK TO THE BOARD



Hightstown High School students draft federal bill aimed at solving Civil Rights era hate ... Page 1 of 4

i N . .
R Loy
O AL

3

The Trentonian (http://www.trentonian.com)

Hightstown High School students draft federal bill aimed at solving Civil Rights
era hate crimes

By Sulaiman Abdur-Rahman, The Trentonian
Sunday, April 16, 2017

HIGHTSTOWN >> Unresolved hate crimes like the
racially motivated murder of black Chicago teen Emmett
Till, who was abducted, beat down and shot to death during
a family visit to Mississippi in 1955, have inspired a group
of Hightstown High School students to lobby Congress into
.. action.

When Midwest Congressman Bobby Rush (D-Illinois)
introduced the Civil Rights Cold Case Record Collections
Act of 2017 into the U.S. House of Representatives on
March 1, the bill was actually ghostwritten by roughly three
dozen Hightstown students.

The junior and senior students then persuaded Democratic U.S. Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman, who
represents Hightstown, to get on board as a co-sponsor, and they also visited Republican offices in the
nation’s capital in hopes of building bipartisan support for a measure they hope to see signed into law.

“You can’t argue that racial tensions exist in our country,” said Hightstown High School senior
Oslene Johnson, who helped draft the bill, also known as H.R. 1272, which seeks to make it easier for
private investigators to solve civil rights cold cases.

“And there are still families of civil rights victims that know nothing about what happened to their
relatives; you don’t know where the bodies are buried,” Johnson said, “and I feel like the anger and
the suffering of the past will always bleed into the future if they have never been dealt with. So
personally for me, that is a huge motivation to get this bill passed and do something for these families
and to acknowledge what happened.”

The U.S. Department of Justice, fueled by the bipartisan Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime
Acts of 2007 and 2016, has a mandate to “support the full accounting of all victims whose deaths or
disappearances were the result of racially motivated crimes” committed before 1980 and to “hold
accountable under federal and state law all individuals who were perpetrators of, or accomplices in,
unsolved civil rights murders and such disappearances.”

But the Justice Department in its sixth annual report to Congress, a nine-page document dated May
2015, said it had concluded its investigation into 105 of 113 cold cases involving 126 victims and
conceded that “very few prosecutions have resulted from these exhaustive efforts.”

http://www.trentonian.com/article/TT/20170416/NEWS/17041 9767 &template=printart 4/26/2017
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Over-redaction problem

A private citizen seeking to obtain federal documents related to civil rights cold cases would have to
file a Freedom of Information Act or FOIA request, which commonly takes longer than a year for the
government to process and oftentimes ends with the government providing documents that are heavily
redacted in black ink, making the furnished record almost useless.

The Justice Department’s inspector general in September 2013 released an 83-page audit on the
department’s internal controls and “found several documents in which unclassified information was
inappropriately identified as being classified.” The report suggests the 9/11 Commission, Congress,
and the White House have all recognized that the over-classification of information has several
negative impacts, including the fact that it “needlessly limits stakeholder and public access to
information.”

The Hightstown students say private investigators would more easily be able to solve civil rights cold
cases if they had the ability to easily obtain minimally redacted federal cold case files in a timely
manner. Their bill is currently sitting in the U.S. House Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform for possible consideration.

The bill aims to establish a single collection or repository containing civil rights cold case records that
can be easily obtained by the public in a timely fashion and without significant redactions.

In March 2011, expert open government advocate John Verdi testified before the House’s Oversight
and Government Reform Committee and said he believes “over-redaction is a real problem” regarding
how the federal government commonly releases heavily redacted documents in response to public
record requests. “I think it is an even larger problem for FOIA requesters who have less legal
expertise and are less able to challenge those redactions in the administrative process and the
litigation process,” he said.

A racially motivated bombing that rocked an Alabama black church in the 1960s took years before
prosecutors won any convictions, but even then, Hightstown students have recently obtained FBI
documents on the deadly incident that are almost completely blacked out with redactions.

By unanimous consent, students in Stuart “Stu” Wexler’s Advanced Placement or AP government and
politics Hightstown High class during the 2015-16 and 2016-17 schoolyears crafted their legislation
specifically to provide for the expeditious disclosure of records related to civil rights cold cases. Their
bill is modeled after the President John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act of 1992,
which mandated that all assassination-related material be housed in a single collection in the National
Archives and Records Administration, also known as NARA.

“We felt that our bill can work in conjunction with the Emmett Till 2 Act, because i1t actually has
some weaknesses that we’ve noticed that have actually limited the ability of success or limited the
ability of the release of documents by the DOJ or the FBI or units like that,” Hightstown High senior
Dhruv Samdani said. “So we felt that our bill would help actually lessen the redaction or erasing or
blacking out of material so that more investigative reporters could actually get the material necessary

to actually solving these cases.”

Seeking justice

http://www.trentonian.com/article/TT/20170416/NEWS/170419767&template=printart 4/26/2017
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A Mississippi jury found two white men not guilty of murdering 14-year-old Emmett Till. J.W.
Milam and his half-brother Roy Bryant later gave a magazine interview admitting they had killed the
black boy. No one has ever been convicted in the case, but the U.S. Justice Department this month has
suggested it may reopen its investigation into the Emmett Till slaying.

Several members of the Ku Klux Klan killed four black girls on Sept. 15, 1963, when they set off an
explosion at the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama. Robert Chambliss was
convicted of first-degree murder in 1977 and died in prison, Thomas Blanton was found guilty of
first-degree murder in 2001; and Bobby Frank Cherry was found guilty in 2002 and died in prison
about two years later.

Six hours after the KKK-planted bomb exploded, 16-year-old black boy Johnny Robinson was shot
and killed by white Birmingham Police Officer Jack Parker. More than 50 years later, Robinson’s
slaying still remains unresolved, with the Justice Department reviewing the incident in accordance
with the Emmett Till 1 Act but closing the matter on April 9, 2010, without initiating any
prosecutions.

New Jersey Republican Congressman Chris Smith in recent days has declared he will co-sponsor the
Hightstown students’ bill, which would make him the first GOP member and fifth congressional
representative to officially get behind the proposed legislation as a formal co-sponsor.

“The Department of Justice Cold Case Initiative, operating with guidance from the Emmett Till
Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act, has begun the important work of cataloging, analyzing and
targeting civil rights cold cases,” Smith said Thursday, April 13, in a statement. “I am pleased to co-
sponsor this new bill (H.R. 1272) — originally proposed by the AP government Hightstown High
School students — as a means to prompt additional action and help secure justice for the victims and
their families.”

Proud teacher

When Stu Wexler polled his AP students to see if they would be interested in drafting legislation
seeking to increase the likelihood of civil rights cold cases being solved during the 2015-16
schoolyear, he said he did not imagine the endeavor would eventually make serious inroads with the

lawmakers on Capitol Hill.

“If you would have asked me at the end of November 2015, I would have probably said this is a nice
worthwhile try and it didn’t work out,” the Hightstown High School teacher said. “But the students
didn’t give up. The students this year have stated their intentions to make it work. ... We are not
giving up. The students really showed a lot of initiative and energy in this than I would have probably
anticipated and hoped for in a good way.”

Wexler, a longtime social studies educator who has published books on civil rights cold cases, said he
is “incredibly proud” of his students’ efforts. He said their proposed legislation promotes “a cause that
I think every American can get behind and relate to,” which is to try to bring justice to the criminals
who have long gone unpunished for committing hate crimes and to help bring closure to the victims’
families who want to see civil rights cold cases solved.

“The students all know that the committee is the key; 95 percent of bills die in committee,” Wexler

said. “(Utah’s U.S. Rep.) Jason Chaffetz, the goal is to try to get him to put the bill on the
committee’s agenda. We believe it is a bipartisan bill, and the students have been working very hard.”
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Lobbying Congress

Chaffetz presides over the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform as its chairman.
Hightstown High junior Jasman Singh and several of his classmates recently met with a congressional
staffer who reports directly to Chaffetz. “A lot of the discussion was centered around the cost of the
bill,” Singh said, “because in this Congress they are trying to cut down the budget and crack down on
big federal government, so a lot of what he told us was, ‘If you can get something underneath
$500,000 in this Congress, it is basically considered free.” So that’s what he told us about costs and
appropriations.”

H.R. 1272 co-sponsor Bonnie Watson Coleman, who represents parts of Mercer, Middlesex, Somerset
and Union counties as New Jersey’s 12th Congressional District representative, is a member of the
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee.

If the bill became law, it would create an independent agency known as the Cold Case Records
Review Board that would be composed of five members appointed by the president of the United
States. The bill would require all nominees on the review board to be “distinguished persons of high
national professional reputation in their respective fields who are capable of exercising the
independent and objective judgment necessary to fulfill their role in ensuring and facilitating the
review, transmission to the public, and public disclosure of files related to cold cases and who possess
an appreciation of the value of such material to the public, scholars, and government.”

“The primary cost of this bill is basically computerizing the records and digitizing them,” Singh said,
adding that there are perhaps hundreds of thousands of federal civil rights cold case documents and
that placing them into a digital collection with minimal redactions “could potentially cost less than $1
million a year.”

“I’ve met with some Republican congressmen,” said Hightstown High senior Lydia Francoeur, “and a
lot of the universities in a lot of Southern states, they are really active with civil rights cases, and
that’s where most of the cases took place, so they usually are really receptive to our bill.”

Another senior student, Renuka Kannan, said the key to success is getting Republicans and Democrats
on board.

“I think that as long as we have enough bipartisan support of co-sponsorship,” she said, it should
hopefully get through the House at least, because of the fact that it is such a bipartisan issue dealing
with civil rights cold cases, which everyone should have common interest in supporting.”

If the legislation stalls in Congress, the Hightstown students said they intend to keep pushing for its
passage in the months or years ahead, if that’s what it takes to get the measure enacted into law.

URL: http://www.trentonian.com/government-znd-politics/ 2017041 6/hightstown-high-school-students-draft-federal-bilt-aimed-at-solving-civil-rights-era-
hate-crimes
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COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY RESOLUTION NO. 201 7-
Approved és to Form and Legality Date
...April 27, 2017

County Counsel

MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
SUPPORTS U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES BILL 1272
WHICH PROVIDES FOR THE EXPEDITIOUS DISCLOSURE
OF RECORDS RELATED TO CIVIL RIGHTS COLD CASES,

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

WHEREAS, House of Representatives Bill 1272 (H.R. 1272), also known as the “Cold
Case Record Collections Act of 2017, provides for the expeditious disclosure of records
related to Civil Rights cold cases and for other purposes; and,

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Justice has a mandate to support the full
accounting of all victims whose deaths or disappearances were the results of racially motivated
crimes committed before 1980 and to hold accountable under federal and state law all individuals

who were perpetrators of, or accomp

and,

WHEREAS, the language of H.R. 1272 was written b

Government and Politics class; and,

lices in, unsolved civil rights murders and disappearances;

y the Hightstown High School A.P.

WHEREAS, in May of 2015 the United States Department of Justice delivered a report to

Congress that concluded its investigation into 105 of 113 cold cases have resul

prosecutions despite exhaustive efforts; and,

ted in very few

.......................
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RESOLUTION NO.

2-

WHEREAS, private citizens seeking to obtain federal documents related to civil rights
cold cases would have to file a Freedom of Information Act request, which can often take longer
than one year to be processed while resulting in the receipt of heavily redacted documents; and.

WHEREAS, if enacted, H.R. 1272 would establish a single collection or repository
containing Civil Rights cold case records that can easily be obtained by the public in a timely
fashion and without significant redactions; and,

WHEREAS, if enacted, the bill would create an independent agency known as the Cold
Case Records Review Board that would be composed of five members appointed by the President
of the United States; and,

WHEREAS, if enacted, the bill would require all nominees to the Cold Case Records
Review Board be distinguished persons of high national professional reputation in their respective
fields who are capable of exercising the independent objective judgment necessary to fulfill their
role in ensuring and facilitating the review, transmission to the public, and public disclosure of
files related to cold cases and who possess an appreciation of the value of such material to the
public, scholars, and government; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mercer County Board of Chosen Freeholders does hereby
express support of H.R. 1272, which provides for the expeditious disclosure of records related to
Civil Rights cold cases and for other purposes; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk to the Board shall send a certified copy of
this Resolution to the members of Congress that represent Mercer County and to all Clerk of the
Boards of Chosen Freeholders throughout the State of New Jersey.
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