MERCER COUNTY OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION BOARD __REs.NO. J82k - 03

Subject: Recommendation to Fund the
Township of Robbinsville
"Miry Run Trails" Trail
Grant Design and Permitting
Application for $50,000

WHEREAS, the County has created the Mercer County Trail Grant Program (the "Program") to
provide funding for projects which support trail development, enhance recreation, mobility, and
connectivity, and are consistent with the goals of the Mercer County Open Space and Recreation
Plan and local open space plans; and,

WHEREAS, one of the duties of the Open Space Preservation Board (the "Board") is to provide
recommendations to the County Executive regarding the Program; and,

WHEREAS, part of the Program's policy includes providing a percentage of funds to assist
municipalities and nonprofit preservation partners to aid in trail projects of local importance;
and, :

WHEREAS, the Township of Robbinsville has requested assistance from the County in the
amount of $50,000 to aid in environmental permitting for the final phases (I1I-V) of the Miry
Run Park Trail in Robbinsville; and,

WHEREAS, the project will add an additional 1.5 miles of 6-foot wide ADA-accessible paved
trail to the existing 1 mile of trails constructed in Phases I and II, along with unpaved spur trails
connecting to the main paved trail at various intersection points; and,

WHEREAS, the project includes designated open spaces along the trail to be used as all-purpose
recreation and picnic areas, and multiple ADA-accessible access points including connection to
the Canterbury Drive development; and,

WHEREAS, the project responds directly to overwhelming public support expressed through the
2024 Recreation Master Plan survey and community input process, which demonstrate clear
community demand for expanded trails and open space at Miry Run Park; and,

WHEREAS, the trail network will connect residential neighborhoods, the Robbinsville Public
Library, senior center, recreation facilities (basketball, tennis, volleyball courts), and will provide
connection to Robbinsville's Community Park and Sharon Elementary School, thereby
improving non-motorized connectivity to economic, educational, residential, and governmental
resources throughout the Township; and,

WHEREAS, the Township of Robbinsville has demonstrated strong commitment to trail
development through completion of Phases I and II, with 1 mile of trail already constructed and
in active use by the community; and,



~ WHBREAS, Robbinsville will provide matching funds of $50,000 from the Township's capital
budget; and,

WHEREAS, the project includes development of master plans and environmental pcrmitting
anticipated to be completed by summer 2027, with construction phase funding to be requested
through the Mercer 1ralls program in ZUZ/; and,

BE IT RESOLVED, the Board recommends approval whereby Mercer County will fund the
grant for $50,000 to the Township of Robbinsville for the Miry Run Trails Phases III-V
Environmental Permitting project, subject to execution of a Project Agreement and compliance
with all requirements of the Mercer County Trail Grant Program.
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