
Questions and Answers for 
DHS2026-11 

Office of LGBTQIA+ Affairs 
Request for Proposals for Emergency Shelter Beds for LGBTQIA+ Youth 2026-2027 

 
Q: For Shelter, is it for youth under 18 and only? We could not accept youth 18 and 
over at our Shelter. If a youth is 18 and over, they could be referred to another one of 
our housing programs if eligible, but it would not be an emergency placement.  
A: The youth shelter bed is for individuals 18 and under. 
 
Q: For Emergency Shelter Bed, is the expectation that one emergency shelter bed 
always remains open exclusively for Mercer County LGBTQ youth referred directly 
from the County? 
A: Yes, or through walk-up. 
 
Q: What if a youth that comes to the Shelter off the streets identifies as LGBTQ and is 
from Mercer County? Can they be put in that bed?  
A: Yes, the bed should be made available to them as well. 
 
Q: We also maintain a "no reject, no eject" philosophy; however, we are unable to 
serve youth whose needs exceed the level of care our emergency shelter can safely 
provide, such as those exhibiting physical aggression, sexual aggression, or fire-setting 
behaviors. We reserve the right to make exceptions on a case-by-case basis. Is this 
policy acceptable under the program requirements?  
A: Yes. The safety of the others is important to Mercer County. 
 
Q: Emergency Shelter Bed Services for LGBTQIA+ Youth, can you please advise on 
whether the proposed bed may be located outside of Mercer County?  
A: No. We would prefer the individual be near their community of family and friends. 
 


