
MINUTES OF THE MERCER COUNTY AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD  
MEETING HELD MONDAY, APRIL 6, 2026  
IN THE EXTENSION SERVICE BUILDING  

1440 PARKSIDE AVENUE, EWING, N.J.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman D’Amico called this meeting to order at 19:32 . 
 

II. COMPLIANCE STATEMENT WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT 
Chairman D’Amico announced that pursuant to the Sunshine Law, notice of all 2026 
meetings was posted in the Trenton Times on December 18, 2025 and posted on the County 
Planning Department’s website. 

 
III. FLAG SALUTE 

 

IV. ROLL CALL 
a. Voting Members: 

Mr. Frank D’Amico, Chair – present 
Mr. James Evans, Vice-Chair – not present 
Mr. Scott Ellis – present 
Ms. Theodora Wang – present 
Ms. Christine Cirkus –present 
Mr. Greg McLaughlin –present 

 
B. Non-voting Members: 

Ms. Meredith Melendez/Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension – not 
present 
Mr. William Agress, County Planning Board Liaison – present 

 
C. Others Present: 

Ms. Cindy Taylor, Mercer County Land Preservation Coordinator 
Ms. Diane Kottas, Mercer County CADB Administrator, Board Secretary 
Mr. Alex Gluck, Board Counsel, Dilworth Paxon 

 Mr. Sean Pizzio, SADC 
  
  

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
On a motion by Mr. Ellis and seconded by Ms. Wang, the minutes of the March 2, 2026 
meeting were approved unanimously.   
 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA ITEMS) : None 
 

 
VII. CORRESPONDENCE: None  

 
VIII. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS 



a. SADC: Mr. Pizzio provided an update on recent SADC business.  
b. Land Development: None 
c. Farmland Preservation Updates: Ms. Kottas reported that she has been given approval 

to make a preservation offer for the Hoffman farm and that Bluestone Farm rejected the 
SADC preservation offer.  

 
IX. OLD BUSINESS: Ms. Kottas reported on the following: 

a. Willow Gate Farm, LLC Right to Farm resolution: the complaint must be forwarded 
to the SADC to make a determination whether the use of livestock guardian dogs is a 
generally accepted agricultural management practice before the CADB can make any 
recommendations or determinations. On a motion by Mr. Ellis and seconded by Ms. 
Cirkus, the Board unanimously approved Resolution 2026-002 referring the Willow Gate 
Farm Right to Farm complaint to the SADC.  

b. D’Amico Farm Division of Premises resolution: on a motion by Ms. Wang and 
seconded by Mr. McLaughlin, the Board unanimously approved Resolution 2026-001 
approving the D’Amico Division of Premises request. Mr. Ellis and Mr. D’Amico 
recused.  
 

X. NEW BUSINESS  
 

a. Monitoring Updates: One third of farms complete. Ms. Kottas reported:  
i. The owner of the Mallesh farm has expressed interest in building a house and 

pickleball court on the exception area.  
ii. Will Perrine is considering building a barn on his farm and asked about holding 

SOEs 
iii. The landscaping business, Garden Artisans, is still storing its equipment and 

vehicles on the Thangaraju farm. On a motion by Ms. Cirkus and seconded by 
Ms. Wang, the Board unanimously approved a formal violation letter to be sent 
giving Mr. Thangaraju 30 days to discontinue this non-agricultural use.  
 

XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION: None 
 

XII. DISCUSSION: None 
 

XIII. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None 
 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT: Chairman D’Amico adjourned the meeting at 20:35. The next scheduled 
meeting of the MCADB is May 4, 2026 at 7:30 PM if necessary.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Kottas 

Diane Kottas 
Secretary to the Board 

 


