
 

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE ADOPTION 

 
  

 Notice is hereby given that at a Formal Meeting of the Board of County  

 

Commissioners of the County of Mercer held on 16th day of April 2026 the  

 

Following Ordinance was read a second time and adopted: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-3 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

CODE OF MERCER COUNTY (AMENDMENT NO. 35) 

RE: COUNTY EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS OF 

ADVISORY MEMBERS TO THE MERCER COUNTY 

AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD TO ACT AS 

ALTERNATES FOR VOTING MEMBERS 

 

 

WHEREAS, on or about April 24, 2003, the then-Mercer County Board of Chosen 

Freeholders adopted Ordinance No. 2003 – 8, which restated, amended and adopted in its 

entirety the Mercer County, New Jersey Administrative Code (“Code”); and, 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 2.01.02 of the Code, the Board of County 

Commissioners has the power to adopt ordinances as it deems appropriate and necessary; 

and, 

WHEREAS, on or about August 23, 1983, the then-Mercer County Board of Chosen 

Freeholders adopted Ordinance No. 83-13, which amended the Code to create the Mercer 

County Agricultural Development Board (the “Board”); and , 

 

WHEREAS, to ensure that the Board maintains quorum when its members are 

absent from meetings it is in the best interests of the County to add advisory members who 

may act as alternate voting members of the Board in place of absent voting members; and,  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:1C-14, a County Executive has the ability to 

appoint such other board members of a County Agricultural Development Board; and, 

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the County to amend the Code to permit the 

County Executive to appoint advisory members of the Board to act as alternates; now, 

therefore, 

 



BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mercer County Board of Commissioners as follows:  

 

 

1. Chapter 3.05, Agricultural Development Board, of the Administrative Code 

of Mercer County be and hereby is amended as follows (underlined language 

is new;  [bracketed] language is to be redacted): 

  

Chapter 3.05 

AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD  

 

Section 3.05.040. Membership. 

 

A. The Mercer County Agricultural Development Board shall consist of 10 

members who shall be appointed by the County Executive with the advice 

and consent of the Board of County Commissioners. The members shall 

include: 

 

(1) Three nonvoting members: 

(a) One being a representative of the County Planning Board; and 

(b) One being a representative of the local Soil Conservation District; 

and 

(c) One being a County agent of the New Jersey Cooperative 

Extension Service whose jurisdiction encompasses Mercer 

County. 

 

(2) Seven voting members who must be residents of Mercer County: 

(a) Four of whom shall be actively engaged in farming, the majority 

of whom shall own a portion of the land they farm; and 

(b) Three of whom shall represent the general public. 

 

B. Initial appointment terms for voting members shall be as follows: 

 

(1) Three shall be appointed for terms of two years; 

(2) Two for terms of three years; 

(3) Two for terms of four years. 

 

C. All appointments shall be made for terms of four years.  

 

D. Advisory members of the Mercer County Agricultural Development Board 

may be appointed by the County Executive with advice and consent of the 

Board of County Commissioners for a term of four years. The role of such 

advisory members shall be to fill-in for voting members who are absent from 

a Mercer County Agricultural Development Board meeting. The advisory 



members shall include:  

 

(1) Two farmer members who shall act in place of any absent voting 

farmer members from a meeting; and  

(2) Two general public members who shall act in place of any absent 

voting general members from a meeting. 

 

 

2. The Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to comply with the publication of the 

Ordinance within the provisions of the law. 

 

3. This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication in accordance with 

the law. 

 

4. Upon adoption, certified copies of this Ordinance shall be forwarded to the Office of the 

County Executive and County Counsel.  

 

 

 

     Gillian Bianchi-Ortiz, Clerk to the Board  

     Mercer County Board of County Commissioners 

 

 

 

Date: April 17, 2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


