	COUNTY OF MERCER

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE ADOPTION

	
	Notice is hereby given that at a Formal Meeting of the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Mercer held on 12th day of February 2026 the Following Ordinance was read a second time and adopted:


ORDINANCE NO. 2026-1  
					

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF MERCER CODIFYING A FOREIGN-TRADE ZONE (FTZ) SERVICE AREA AND FORMALLY ADOPTING THE FOREIGN TRADE ZONES ACT AND ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS


WHEREAS, the United States Foreign-Trade Zones Act, 19 U.S.C. §§ 81a–81u (the “FTZ Act”), authorizes the Foreign-Trade Zones Board (“FTZ Board”) to grant to qualified public or private entities the privilege of establishing, operating, and maintaining foreign-trade zones (“FTZs”) within or adjacent to U.S. Customs ports of entry; and,

WHEREAS, Mercer County is a political subdivision of the State of New Jersey and is eligible to act as a public grantee under the FTZ Act and the regulations of the FTZ Board set forth at 15 C.F.R. Part 400; and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to then-Mercer County Freeholders Resolution No. 92 – 520, adopted August 11, 1992, Mercer County applied for and was approved by the FTZ Board as an FTZ grantee in 1992 and, pursuant to a Grant of Authority issued by the FTZ Board, was authorized to establish, operate, and maintain a Foreign-Trade Zone; and,

WHEREAS, Mercer County also received approval from the FTZ Board for the establishment of Foreign-Trade Zone No. 200 (“FTZ 200”); and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to then-Mercer County Freeholders Resolution No. 2011 – 648, adopted on December 22, 2011, Mercer County applied for and was granted permission to develop and reorganize FTC 200 under the Alternative Site Framework (“ASF”), establishing a defined service area and authorizing the designation of FTZ sites and subzones within Mercer County, subject to FTZ Board and U.S. Customs and Border Protection (“CBP”) approval; and,

WHEREAS, Mercer County’s economy, workforce, transportation infrastructure, and regional business relationships support participation by companies operating within the FTZ 200 service area, including companies with facilities or operations both inside and outside the geographic boundaries of Mercer County; and,

WHEREAS, Mercer County desires to formally codify the FTZ service area, adopt the FTZ Act and applicable federal regulations, and affirm Mercer County’s authority to administer FTZ 200 in a manner consistent with federal law and FTZ Board approvals; now, therefore, 



BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mercer County Board of County Commissioners, as follows:

1. The Foreign-Trade Zones Act (19 U.S.C. §§ 81a–81u), the regulations of the Foreign-Trade Zones Board (15 C.F.R. Part 400), and the regulations of U.S. Customs and Border Protection governing FTZ operations (19 C.F.R. Part 146), as may be amended from time to time, are hereby formally adopted by Mercer County and incorporated by reference for purposes of administering FTZ 200.

2. Mercer County is hereby affirmed as the grantee of FTZ No. 200 and is authorized to establish, operate, and maintain the FTZ Project in accordance with its Grant of Authority and all applicable federal laws and regulations. 

3. The FTZ 200 service area shall consist of the geographic area approved by the FTZ Board under the Alternative Site Framework, including all areas within the County of Mercer.

4. Consistent with FTZ Board policy and approvals, the existence of the FTZ 200 service area shall not preclude participation by businesses that maintain operations or facilities outside the geographic boundaries of Mercer County, provided such businesses have a demonstrated operational presence, nexus, or qualifying activity within the FTZ 200 service area and receive all required FTZ Board and CBP approvals.

5. Mercer County is authorized to apply for, sponsor, and administer FTZ sites, usage-driven sites, and subzones, subject to approval by the FTZ Board and activation by U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

6. The Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to comply with the publication of the Ordinance within the provisions of the law.

7. This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication in accordance with the law.

8. Upon adoption, certified copies of this Ordinance shall be forwarded to the Office of the County Executive, Economic Development and County Counsel. 







Dated: February 13, 2026




