MINUTES OF THE MERCER COUNTY AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
MEETING HELD MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2025 
IN THE EXTENSION SERVICE BUILDING 
1440 PARKSIDE AVENUE, EWING, N.J. 

I. CALL TO ORDER
Chairman D’Amico called this meeting to order at 19:32.

II. COMPLIANCE STATEMENT WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
Chairman D’Amico announced that pursuant to the Sunshine Law, notice of all 2026 meetings was posted in the Trenton Times on December 18, 2025 and posted on the County Planning Department’s website.

III. FLAG SALUTE

IV. ROLL CALL
a. Voting Members:
Mr. Frank D’Amico, Chair – present
Mr. Scott Ellis – present
Mr. Gary Mount – not present  
Ms. Theodora Wang, Vice-Chair – present
Ms. Christine Cirkus –present
Mr. James Evans – present
Mr. Greg McLaughlin – not present

B.	Non-voting Members:
Ms. Meredith Melendez/Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension – present
Mr. William Agress, County Planning Board Liaison – present

C.	Others Present:
Ms. Cindy Taylor, Mercer County Land Preservation Coordinator
Ms. Diane Kottas, Mercer County CADB Administrator, Board Secretary
Mr. Alex Gluck, Board Counsel, Dilworth Paxon
	Mr. Sean Pizzio, SADC
	
	
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
On a motion by Mr. Ellis and seconded by Ms. Wang, the minutes of the November 3, 2025 meeting were approved unanimously.  

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA ITEMS): Jeff Burd thanked the Board for the invitation to attend the SADC presentation. 

VII. SADC Training on Right to Farm: Ms. Reynolds gave a presentation on Right to Farm and the CADB’s role in making determinations. 

VIII. CORRESPONDENCE: None

IX. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS
a. SADC: Mr. Roohr provided an update on recent SADC business. 
b. Land Development: None
c. Farmland Preservation Updates: Ms. Kottas reported on the following:
i. DiDonato farms – prior subdivision approval has no record of lot size, on hold
ii. Hoffman farm – appraisals complete, waiting on appraisal reports
iii. Horizon Hill Farm – SADC direct easement in progress

X. OLD BUSINESS: Ms. Kottas reported on the following:
a. Lalitha Farms House Replacement: Under advisement from the SADC, the landowner will be asked to sign an amended Deed of Easement to fix deficiencies in the original. The Board agreed that the house replacement can begin in the meantime. 
b. Bent Iron Brewery Right to Farm complaint: An official complaint was received from the West Acres neighbors.  Both sides have agreed to mediation. 
c. Liang house occupancy: Mr. Liang contacted Ms. Kottas regarding the existing single-family home occupancy. The Board discussed that the Deed of Easement has no restrictions on who may occupy the house. Ms. Kottas will convey that to Mr. Liang and the Hamilton Township Housing Department. 

XI. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Harmony Hollow 2025 SOE application: Board discussed the application to hold an SOE by Harmony Hollow Farm in Hopewell Township. On a motion by Mr. Ellis and seconded by Ms. Wang, the Board unanimously recommended approval of the application.
b. 2026 meeting date approval: On a motion by Ms. Wang and seconded by Mr. Evans, the Board unanimously approved the 2026 meeting schedule. 

XII. DISCUSSION: Ms. Kottas and Ms. Taylor asked for Board input on the practice of spreading chicken litter on farm fields. 

XIII. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None

XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION: None required

XV. ADJOURNMENT: Chairman D’Amico adjourned the meeting at 21:13. The next scheduled meeting of the MCADB is February 2, 2026 at 7:30 PM. 
Respectfully submitted,
[bookmark: Emily_Blackman]Diane Kottas
Diane Kottas
Secretary to the Board

