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MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION 

Group Use and Room Rental Permit 
Application Information 

 
Organizations, groups, and individuals wishing to host an event at a Mercer County Park Commission 
facility must submit a Group Use and Room Rental Permit Application. Pursuant to the Mercer County 
Park Commission’s rules and regulations, prior written approval in the form of a permit, is required to 
ensure the orderly use of park facilities to protect the interests, safety, health, and well-being of the public. 
Such activities may include, but are not limited to, birdwatching, hiking, walking, running, biking, yoga 
or exercise class, educational outings, religious or spiritual gatherings, etc. 

 
Parkland Available for Group Use 

 Mercer County Park  
 John A. Roebling Park 
 Mercer Meadows 
 Baldpate Mountain 
 Fiddler’s Creek Preserve 

 
Multipurpose Meeting Rooms 
The following meeting rooms are available for rent.  Meeting rooms are intended for professional, 
training, and educational purposes only. Catered events are not permitted. 

 Historic Hunt Barn 
 Tulpehaking Nature Center Multipurpose Room 
 Tennis Center Hall of Fame 
 
Rental rates: In County Out of County 
 Hourly rate $40.00 $50.00 
 Full day (8:30 am – 4:30 pm) $200.00 $300.00 

 
 
Please note:  

 For festival grounds, athletic fields, or active recreation areas, or to perform a commercial 
business enterprise or make a profit from an event on parklands, please contact the Recreation 
and Events Center 609-443-8560, ext. 112. 

 Picnic area and campground reservations must be made online. Please visit our website or call 
609-443-8560, ext. 110 for more information 

 
 
 
 
  

https://www.mercercounty.org/departments/mercer-county-park-commission/recreation-events/picnic-campgrounds


Application Instructions 

Applications should be submitted to the Recreation and Events office at least 60 days prior to the 
event, as the processing of applications may take up to 30 days. Once approved, the application will 
be returned to the applicant with an authorized signature; the signed form is the permit. 

Groups, businesses or organizations applying for a Group Use or Room Rental Permit must present 
evidence of liability insurance protection at the time of application. The coverage shall be in the 
minimum amount of $1,000,000, combined single limit. The required Certificate of Insurance must 
specifically name the County of Mercer and Mercer County Park Commission as both the 
“Certificate Holder” and as an “Additional Insured” for the activity/event. 

Rates for the use of meeting rooms are listed above and can be found in the Park Commission’s Rates 
and Fees document. Group Use Permits for events at parklands are free, unless the event organizer 
will be charging a fee to event participants. In that instance, the applicant must submit a fee of $25 (if 
applicant is a non-profit organization or community group) or $50 (if applicant is a business or for-
profit entity) at the time of application. Events that are co-hosted by the Park Commission or the 
County of Mercer shall be exempt from event fees and meeting room rental fees. At the discretion of 
the Park Commission, exemptions from meeting room rental fees may be considered for non-profit 
organizations whose mission is intended to benefit the Mercer County Park Commission or one of its 
facilities. If deemed necessary by the Park Commission, or if desired by the applicant, the Park 
Commission can provide security personnel for an event or activity for an additional fee.  

It is the responsibility of the official representative of the organization holding the permit to ensure 
that all individuals in the group are aware of Mercer County Park Commission Rules and 
Regulations, which will be strictly enforced.  A copy of the Group Use Permit or Room Rental Permit 
must remain in the possession of an official group representative when the group is using County 
parkland and facilities.  

Approval of the permit does not constitute endorsement, sponsorship, or acquiescence of the group or 
its activities. 

The Mercer County Park Commission prohibits the driving or parking of vehicles on County 
parkland outside of designated parking areas.  

All applications must be signed or they will not be accepted.  Payment and additional certificates 
and/or documentation are required at the time of application. 

The completed Group Use and Room Rental Application should be submitted to Michelle Kemler at 
the Recreation and Events Office: 

Mercer County Park Commission 
Recreation and Events 
1638 Old Trenton Road 
West Windsor, NJ 08550 

609-443-8560, ext. 116 
mkemler@mercercounty.org 



APPLICATION NO. DATE RECEIVED

CELL PHONE

MAILING ADDRESS / CITY / STATE / ZIP CODE

NAME PHONE NO.

WILL A FEE BE CHARGED TO PARTICIPANTS?

DATE OF EVENT EVENT TIME TIMES REQUESTED (SETUP/CLEAN UP)

DATE OF EVENT EVENT TIME TIMES REQUESTED (SETUP/CLEAN UP)

APPLICATION FEE (if applicable) ADDITIONAL FEES (if applicable) TOTAL FEE

DATE OF EVENT EVENT TIME TIMES REQUESTED (SETUP/CLEAN UP)

ROOM RENTAL FEE ADDITIONAL FEES TOTAL ROOM RENTAL FEE

SIGNATURE OF PERMITTEE DATE

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED COUNTY REPRESENTATIVE DATE OF ISSUANCE

TYPE OF ORGANIZATION (EG, NON-PROFIT)

BUSINESS PHONE

EMAIL ADDRESS

ORGANIZATION NAME

APPROVED APPROVED WITH CHANGES DENIED

PARK / SECTION REQUESTED

DEPARTMENT USE ONLY

Permittee Acknowledgement:  I attest that the information submitted on this form and any attachments are true, complete and accurate to the best of 

my knowledge.  By signing this form, the permittee, its agents and employees agree to conduct the authorized activities under this permit in accordance 

with the attached terms and conditions and any special terms that are incorporated upon the issuance of this permit.  Any violation of the terms and 

conditions or false information presented may be grounds for revocation of this permit.  Permittee agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the Mercer 

County Park Commission for any lawsuits or causes of action arising out of the conduct or activities of the permittee, its agents, members or invitees, or 

guests.

PARK NAME/ SECTION OF PARK REQUESTED

PARK NAME/ SECTION OF PARK REQUESTED

OTHER INFORMATION/REQUESTS (eg, equipment, security, etc.)

OTHER INFORMATION/REQUESTS (eg, equipment, security, etc.)

FACILITY ROOM REQUESTED

CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION. PAYMENT IS DUE WITH APPLICATION.

FACILITY ROOM REQUESTED

FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY

           COI Rec'd Payment 

E-MAIL ADDRESS

         Group Use & Room Rental Application

            Mercer County Park Commission

This form must be completed to reserve room rentals and to obtain a group use permit.  A certificate of insurance and payment (if needed) must 

accompany this application.  Application must be recieved at least 60 days prior to event. Permit may take up to 30 days to process.  Activity 

cannot take place until approved Group Use or Rental Permit is returned by the Park Commission and recieved by the applicant.

CONTACT INFORMATION

If the field contact is different than the business contact person, please complete this section:

ORGANIZATION/GROUP INFORMATION

CONTACT PERSON/TITLE

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS EXPECTED

ACTIVITIES
PLEASE LIST ACTIVITIES/ DESCRIBE THE EVENT  THAT WILL BE CONDUCTED.  ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEET FOR ITINERARIES, TRIPS, MAPS, ETC.

INSURANCE COMPANY POLICY NUMBER
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 Room Reservation Fee 
 In County Out of County 
The Boathouse at Mercer Lake   

Cove (small room) $125.00  $150.00  
Lakeside Ballroom 

Monday-Thursday 
 

$175.00 
 

$200.00 
Friday -Sunday $250.00 $275.00 

Hopewell Valley Golf Course $125.00  $150.00  
Mercer Oaks Golf Course $125.00  $150.00  
Mountain View Golf Course $125.00  $150.00  
Princeton Country Club $125.00  $150.00  
Strawberry Hill Mansion $275.00  $300.00  
Note: Tents included in pricing. After normal work hours, additional fees may apply. 
 
Ranger Fee, at Park Commission Request, is $40.00 per hour. 
 
Food and beverage fees are contracted directly with caterer.  

 
  

2026 Rates and Fees  

Catering and Special Events 
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 In County Out of County 
English Lesson Program  

Private (30 minutes) $60.00 $70.00 
Extended private (45 minutes) $80.00 $80.00 
Semi-Private (30 minutes) $56.00 $66.00 
Group (45 minutes) $60.00 $70.00 

Pony Plus Lesson $60.00 $70.00 
Ring Rental $15.00 $20.00 
Adaptive Riding Program $45.00 $55.00 
Educational and Recreational  

Pony Partners (per weekly class) $40.00  
Horse Partners (per weekly class) $40.00  
Groom, Tack & Ride (all age groups) $20.00 $30.00 
Tiny Riders Story Time, Yoga, Craft, Mommy & Me, 
Daddy & Me $12.00 

Book Buddies $5.00 
Pony Ride (10 minutes) $15.00 
Pony Ride + Grooming (20 minutes) $35.00 

Summer Programs  
Daily programs price varies 
Three-day Equestrian Camp $325.00 
Extended Camp (aftercare), single day $55.00 
Extended Camp (aftercare), three days $150.00 

EAP Session Barn Fee, per session* $60.00 
*Does not include therapist's fee  
Boarding  

Retired horse Starting at $975.00/month 
In work Starting at $1,075.00/month 

Facility Rentals  

501c3 (or similar) organizations (three hours) $300.00  
With Pony Rides $500.00  
Clinician (six hours) 30% of registration fee 
Full Facility Rental (Fee for additional staff TBD) $850.00  

Seminar Room (training and educational meetings only)  
Two hours, including set-up/clean-up $500.00  
Each additional hour $350.00  

  

2026 Rates and Fees  

Equestrian Center 
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Course Fees 
Member Non-Member 

Weekday Weekend Weekday Weekend 
Hopewell Valley, Mountain View, 
Mercer Oaks East/West     

18-Hole $36.00 $40.00 $66.00 $72.00 
18-Hole, Sr/Jr $24.00 $32.00 $44.00 $56.00 
Twilight, Early $22.00 $24.00 $32.00 $37.00 
Twilight, Late $14.00 $18.00 $25.00 $32.00 
9-Hole $22.00 n/a $24.00 n/a 
9-Hole, Sr/Jr $14.00 n/a $25.00 n/a 

Princeton Country Club         
18-Hole $32.00 $34.00 $60.00 $63.00 
18-Hole, Sr/Jr $21.00 $26.00 $38.00 $44.00 
Twilight, Early $18.00 $20.00 $27.00 $36.00 
Twilight, Late $14.00 $16.00 $25.00 $30.00 
9-Hole $17.00 n/a $34.00 n/a 
9-Hole, Sr/Jr $14.00 n/a $24.00 n/a 

 

Membership ID Cards In County Out of County 
Adult $45.00 $250.00 
Junior (17 and under) / Senior (62 and over) $30.00 $200.00 

  

Cart Fees In County / Out of County 
18-hole cart (per person) $20.00 
9-hole cart (per person) $10.00 
Pull Cart $6.00 

Range Balls $7.00 
USGA Handicap $45.00 

Hopewell Valley, Mountain View, Princeton Country Club 
USGA Handicap +GAP $55.00 

Mercer Oaks, East/West   
Outings  

Mercer Oaks, Mountain View, Hopewell Valley $140.00 
Princeton Country Club $115.00 

 

Veterans Discount  
Golf Greens Fees, 30% off  
Pro Shop, 10% off  

Proof of service or VA identification card is required. Discount cannot be combined with any other discount. 
 

2026 Rates and Fees  

Golf Courses 
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 In County Out of County 
Day Pass   

Adult  $12.00 $14.00 
Junior/Senior/Military $10.00 $12.00 
Lap Swim (18+ / 1.5-hour session) $8.00 $9.00 

Season Pass   

Adult  $250.00 $300.00 
Junior/Senior $200.00 $250.00 

Late Season Pass   
Adult $170.00 $200.00 
Junior/Senior $140.00 $170.00 

Family Pass   
Limited to five people in the same 
household (Same family account on 
Community Pass) 

$350.00 $450.00 

Twilight Rate 
1.5 Hours before session closing 

  

Adult $6.00 $7.00 
Junior/Senior $5.00 $6.00 

Aquasize  $15.00 $15.00 
Lessons   
Lesson Session $95.00 $95.00 
Three lessons per week, for two weeks, for a total 
of six lessons 

  

 
  

2026 Rates and Fees  

Hopewell Valley Pool 
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School Program-Class of 25 In County School Out of County School 

Winter, Spring, Fall Program $175.00  $225.00  
Summer on the Farm $175.00  $225.00  
Farm Animals $175.00  $225.00  

Additional person above 25 $12.00  $12.00  
Individual registrant $12.00 $12.00 

 
Virtual Programming $60.00 

New online programs lasting one hour and that involve students in virtual versions of 
existing, site-based seasonal programs such as Farm Animals, Maple Sugaring, Corn 
Harvesting and Three Kitchens. 

  
Commercial Film/Photo Shoot  

Two-hour site use including set-up $500.00 
Each additional hour $350.00 

Rates recommended by N.J. Film Commission; reviewed and approved by County Counsel September 2016 
 
 
 
 
  

2026 Rates and Fees  

Howell Living History Farm 
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Public Skate In County Out of County 

Adult (12 and over) $10.00 $12.00 
Junior (11 and under), Senior (62 and over) / Military $8.00 $10.00 
Skate Rental $5.00 
Skate sharpening $10.00  
Skate sharp card, 5 for 4 $40.00  

Stick Time  
Age 13 and over $17.00  
Age 12 and under (requires adult on ice) $10.00  

Frequent Skater pass (12 admissions)  
Adult $85.00  
Junior/Senior/Military $65.00 

Season Pass (unlimited admissions)  
Valid October 2025 through March 2026  

Adult $115.00 
Junior/Senior/Military $90.00 

Group (15 or more) $6.00 
Weekdays only - must call in advance for group rate  
Party Fees  

Birthday Party Package, up to 10 guests, includes 
admission, skate rental, and food $200.00  

Per person, over 10 guests* 
*15-person maximum 

$14.00  

Birthday Party Room only $75.00  
Birthday Party lesson, up to 10 guests $35.00  
Per person birthday party lesson, over 10 guests* $2.00 

Private Rink Rental*  

Two-hour private party $600.00  
One-hour ice rental $300.00  
Half-hour ice rental $150.00  

*Insurance required  
 
Lessons are provided by contracted vendor Mercer Skating School. Information can be found by visiting 
https://www.mercerskatingschool.com/pages/home 
 
  

2026 Rates and Fees  

Ice Skating Center 
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 In County Out of County 
Pedal and Rowboat   

1 hour rental $20.00  $22.00  
Each additional half hour $12.00  $12.00  

Kayak Rental   
1 person kayak, 1 hour $20.00  $22.00  
2 person kayak,  1 hour $24.00  $26.00  
Each additional half hour $12.00  $12.00  

Pontoon Boat Tour   
Adult $10.00  $12.00  
Senior/Junior $8.00  $10.00  

Bike Rental   
Child/Adult bike, 1 hour $6.00  $7.00  
Each additional half hour $3.00  $3.00  

 
  

2026 Rates and Fees  

Marina 
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 In County Out of County 
Birthday Party Package   

Three hours, 20 guests $225.00 $275.00 
Per guest, over 20  $5.00 $5.00 
40 guests maximum   

Facility Rental   
Hourly $40.00 $50.00 
Full Day, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm $200.00  $300.00  
75 occupants maximum   

Nature Camps (per child)   
Five days, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm   

Baldpate Nature Camp $250.00  $350.00  
Tulpehaking Nature Camp $250.00  $350.00  
Kayaking Camp $300.00  $400.00  
Fishing Camp $250.00  $350.00  
Wild Discovery Camp $160.00  $185.00  

Extended Care  $100.00 $125.00 
7:45-9:00 am and 3:00 - 5:30 pm   

Home School (per child) $80.00 $100.00 
Six-week program series, two hours per session    

Merit Badge Classes (per scout) $20.00 $30.00 
Three-hour programs   

GROUP PROGRAMS: SCOUTS, SCHOOLS AND SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
Programs In Your Classroom   

45-60 minute programs, per group of 25 $75.00 $90.00 
Travel fee for in-classroom programs, per trip $25.00 $40.00 

Field Trip Programs   
90–120-minute programs, per group of 15 $75.00 $90.00 
One chaperone free. Additional chaperone $5 each.   
Three-hour programs, per group of 15 $150.00 $180.00 
One chaperone free. Additional chaperone $5 each.   

BOAT PROGRAMS 
Kayak Nature Tour of Mercer Lake   

Two-hour program, per person $35.00 $40.00 
Pontoon Boat Nature Tour   

One-hour program, per person   
Adult $12.00 $14.00 
Junior/Senior $8.00 $10.00 

 

2026 Rates and Fees  

Nature Programs 
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Picnic Areas  

 Mercer County Park East 
 Mercer County Park West 
 Princeton Country Club 
 Rosedale Park 
 Valley Road 

 In County Out of County 
Monday - Thursday $150.00 $300.00 
Friday $225.00 $450.00 
Saturday, Sunday, Holidays $300.00 $600.00 

   
Campgrounds 

 
Mercer County Park, East Picnic Area In County/Out of County 

Primitive Campsite $20.00 per night 
Primitive Campsite with lean-to $20.00 per night 

 
 
 
 
  

2026 Rates and Fees  

Picnic Areas and Campgrounds 
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Field/Court In County Out of County 
Soccer     

4 hours $125.00  $150.00 
Over 4 hours $175.00  $200.00 

Lacrosse     
4 hours $125.00  $150.00 
Over 4 hours $175.00  $200.00 

Flag Football      
4 hours $125.00  $150.00 
Over 4 hours $175.00  $200.00 

Baseball      
4 hours $125.00  $150.00 
Over 4 hours $175.00  $200.00 

Softball, Fenced     
4 hours $125.00  $150.00 
Over 4 hours $175.00  $200.00 

Softball, Unfenced     
4 hours $105.00  $125.00 
Over 4 hours $125.00  $175.00 

Basketball      
4 hours $45.00  $70.00 
Over 4 hours $70.00  $85.00 

Volleyball      
4 hours $45.00  $70.00 
Over 4 hours $70.00  $85.00 

Cricket      
4 hours $60.00  $85.00 
Over 4 hours $85.00  $110.00 

Frisbee      
4 hours $100.00  $125.00 
Over 4 hours $150.00  $175.00 
   

Festival Grounds, $2,500.00 per day 
 
 
 
  

2026 Rates and Fees  

Recreation and Events 
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Indoor Tennis Center 
Open Court* 

With ID Card Without ID Card 

Weekdays Total Single Doubles Total Single Doubles 
7:30 am, Regular $40.00  $20.00  $10.00  $56.00  $28.00  $14.00  
9:00 am, Prime $52.00  $26.00  $13.00  $68.00  $34.00  $17.00  
10:30 am, Prime $52.00  $26.00  $13.00  $68.00  $34.00  $17.00  
12:00 pm, Regular $40.00  $20.00  $10.00  $56.00  $28.00  $14.00  
1:30 pm, Regular $40.00  $20.00  $10.00  $56.00  $28.00  $14.00  
3:00 pm, Regular $40.00  $20.00  $10.00  $56.00  $28.00  $14.00  
4:30 pm, Prime $52.00  $26.00  $13.00  $68.00  $34.00  $17.00  
6:00 pm, Prime $52.00  $26.00  $13.00  $68.00  $34.00  $17.00  
7:30 pm, Prime $52.00  $26.00  $13.00  $68.00  $34.00  $17.00  
9:00 pm, Regular $40.00  $20.00  $10.00  $56.00  $28.00  $14.00  

Weekends       
7:30 am-7:30 pm, Prime $52.00 $26.00 $13.00 $68.00 $34.00 $17.00 

Junior/Senior** $32.00 $16.00 $8.00    
*All rates are per individual 
**Junior and Senior rates are only available to resident tennis ID card holders during regular time.  

Junior = 17 and under; Senior 62 and older 
 
Indoor Seasonal Court   

Deposit $5.00  
Prime, 24-week season $1,224.00  
Regular, 24-week season $936.00  

Must be Mercer County Resident, over 18 years old   
Tennis/Pickleball Membership ID Card In County Out of County 

Adult $80.00 $120.00 
Junior/Senior $40.00 $120.00 

Membership cards can be used at either Mercer County Park or Hopewell Valley Golf Course 
Outdoor Court Fee With ID Card Without ID Card 

Mercer County Park $0.00 $8.00 
Hopewell Valley $0.00 $10.00 

 
  

2026 Rates and Fees  

Tennis Center 
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LESSONS/PROGRAMS In County/Out of County 
Private/Semi-Private  

Private, 1 hour $70.00 
Semi-Private, 1 hour $72.00 
3 people, 1 hour $75.00 
4 people, 1 hour $96.00 
Private, 1/2 hour $35.00 
Semi-Private, 1/2 hour $36.00 

Group (per individual/per hour)  

Tennis lesson programs $24.00 
Summer Junior Tennis Camp $10.00 

Pickleball  

Pickleball Private Lesson, 1 hour $40.00 
Pickleball Private Lesson, 1/2 hour $20.00 
Pickleball Group Lesson, per individual $15.00 

Leagues  

League Singles $25.00 
League Doubles (per individual) $20.00 

Park Commission Tournaments  
Singles $23.00 
Doubles (per individual) $18.00 

Special Event Rate  

Outdoor - per court/per hour $12.00 
Seasonal Flat Rate $1,300.00 
Indoor - per court/per hour $32.00 
Indoor backup rate $200.00 
Indoor - Seasonal (Regular Time) 24 weeks $936.00 
Indoor - Seasonal (Prime Time) 24 weeks $1,224.00 

 
Room/Building Rental In County Out of County 

Hall of Fame meeting room  $200.00 $300.00 
Indoor Tennis Center banquet room $1,000.00 $1,000.00 

 
The Mercer County Park Commission donates court time annually to the following events or 
organizations: 
 The James E. Cryan Memorial Tournament - Proceeds go to a local charity. The event began 

play in MCP in 1982. The event commenced in 1965 and is run by a volunteer committee.  
 NJTL of Trenton - Three indoor courts are donated each winter from 3:00-4:30 pm since the 

early 1990’s. 
 Special Olympics - Two indoor courts are donated every other week in the winter from 1:30-

3:00 pm since the early 1990’s. 
 Mercer County Boys and Girls High School Tournament - Courts are used two days in the 

spring and two days in the fall.  

2026 Rates and Fees  

Tennis Center 

 



Page 16  

  

 
 

 
In  

County  
Out of 
County 

Out of  
State 

Off-site Programs    
One-hour programs with two educational 
animals 

$300.00 $325.00 $350.00 

Successive programs at same location, after first program, $150 each 
Additional fee of $50 for program locations more than 30 miles 

   
 In County  Out of County 

On-site Programs   
Outdoor Education Environment   

One-hour staff guided tour $150.00 $175.00 
Self-guided tour Suggested donation=$2.00 per person 

 Note: Maximum 20 people per tour   
   

Pavilion Rental In County  Out of County 
Half-day only, Wednesday-Sunday $90.00 $110.00 

 
We also accept in-kind donations, of equal value (in lieu of cash payment), from school or scout 
groups as community service projects. 

2026 Rates and Fees  

Wildlife Center 
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