COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY RESOLUTION NO. 2025- 471
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COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND THE MERCER COUNTY BOARD
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ENDORSE VISION ZERO TO
ACHIEVE ZERO TRAFFIC DEATHS AND SERIOUS INJURIES
ON MERCER COUNTY ROADS

WHEREAS, the life and health of all people living and traveling within Mercer
County are our utmost priority, and no one should die or be seriously injured while

traveling on our streets and roads; and,

WHEREAS, Vision Zero is the concept that traffic deaths and serious injuries on
our county roadways are unacceptable and serious crashes are preventable; and,

WHEREAS, Vision Zero is a holistic strategy aimed at eliminating all traffic
fatalities and serious injuries suffered by all road users while increasing safe, healthy,

equitable mobility for all; and,

WHEREAS, streets and transportation systems have traditionally been designed
primarily to move cars efficiently; and,

.......................................................

Clerk to the Board

RECORD OF VOTE

COMMISSIONERS | Aye | Nay | NV. | Abs. | Res. Sec. | COMMISSIONERS | Aye | Nay | N.V. | Abs. Res. | Sec.
Cimino X Stokes X v
Frisby 3 v Walter X

Lewis 4 McLaughlin b ¢

Melker ¢

X—Indicates Vote Abs.—Absent N.V.—Not Voting
Res—Resolution Moved Sec.—Resolution Seconded




RESOLUTION NO. 2025- 471

2-
WHEREAS, Vision Zero entails a paradigm shift by designing streets and
transportation systems to move all people safely, including people of all ages and abilities,
pedestrians, bicyclists, public transit users, scooter riders, and motorcyclists, as well as

drivers and passengers of motor vehicles; and,

WHEREAS, Vision Zero recognizes that people will sometimes make mistakes, so
the road system and related policies should ensure that those inevitable mistakes do not
result in serious injuries or fatalities; therefore, transportation planners, engineers,
and policymakers are expected to improve the roadway environment, policies, and other

related systems to lessen the severity of crashes; and,

WHEREAS, traffic crashes are among the leading cause of deaths in the United
States, and 148 people in Mercer County lost their lives to traffic deaths in the five years

from 2020 to 2024; and,

WHEREAS, 36 percent of Mercer County fatalities were pedestrians and bicyclists,
almost twice the national average; and,

WHEREAS, Mercer County’s transportation infrastructure serves an increasing
aumber of vulnerable road users, such as pedestrians and bicyclists; and,

WHEREAS, vehicle speed is recognized as a major determining factor of survival
in a crash, and the likelihood of a pedestrian surviving a crash is one in ten, if hit by a

vehicle moving 40 mph; and,

WHEREAS, children, older adults, people of color, people with disabilities, people
who are unhoused, and people with low income face a significantly disproportionate risk

of traffic injuries and fatalities; and,
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WHEREAS, making streets safer for people using all modes of transportation will
enable and encourage people to travel on foot, by bicycle, and by public transit, which
supports a healthier, more active lifestyle and reduces environmental pollution; and,

WHEREAS, successful Vision Zero programs are a result of both a complete
government approach (i.e., interdepartmental, coordinated initiatives) and community

support of Vision Zero objectives and action plans; and,

WHEREAS, Complete Streets are the primary means to achieve safe travel for all

road users; and,

WHEREAS, Mercer County adopted a Complete Streets Resolution on April 26,
2012 (Resolution No. 2012-249), and an updated Complete Streets Resolution adopted on
March 27, 2025 (Resolution No. 2025-282) requiring consideration of multimodal
accommodations in all road, bridge, and building projects undertaken by Mercer County;

and,

WHEREAS, Vision Zero resolutions have been adopted by many jurisdictions
across the United States; and,

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has created the Target Zero Commission with
the goal of eliminating traffic deaths and serious injuries in New Jersey by 2040; and,

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation has adopted a Toward
Zero Deaths policy with a target of 2040; and,
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WHEREAS, The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission has adopted a
Vision Zero policy with a target of 2050; and,

WHEREAS, the County of Middlesex, the County of Hudson, the Township of
Lawrence, and the Municipality of Princeton have shown a commitment to create safe and
accessible streets, for people of all ages and abilities, by adopting Vision Zero resolutions;

and,

WHEREAS, the County Executive and Mercer County Board of County
Commissioners wish to endorse Vision Zero to achieve zero traffic deaths and serious

injuries on Mercer County roads; and,

WHEREAS, Mercer County is in the process of developing a Sustainability Element
for the Mercer County Master Plan, which will set ambitious yet achievable targets for
reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions across all sectors, including transportation,
buildings, energy, and waste, and include a Climate Action Plan (CAP) with data driven
actions and strategies to reduce GHG emissions; and,

WHEREAS, Mercer County is in the process of developing a plan for the long-term
transition of County fleet vehicles to electric and low emission fuel sources to expand the
usage of electric vehicle (EV) usage throughout the County and to support New J ersey’s
goal of reducing statewide carbon emissions by 50% by 2030 and net zero emissions by

2050; and,
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WHEREAS, when communities invest in making multi-modal transportation
options, it encourages residents to choose zero emission transportation options. By
investing in the creation of active transportation corridors, governments can not only keep
residents safe but can reduce emissions within their community by making zero emission

transportation options accessible; and,

WHEREAS, prioritizing and developing public multi-modal transportation,
particularly zero-emission options, enhances community safety, improves access to
education and economic hubs, and reduces emissions, thereby fostering healthier

communities; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that:

1. Mercer County adopts the goal of zero traffic deaths and serious injuries on County
roads, stating that no loss of life or serious injury is acceptable on our streets.

2. Mercer County adopts the goal of eliminating traffic deaths and serious injuries on
County roads by 2050 and endorses Vision Zero as a comprehensive and holistic
approach to achieving this goal.

3. Mercer County is committed to promoting zero emission transportation options by
seeking opportunities to establish active transportation corridors that provide
alternative ways to connect residents to education and economic hubs.

4. Mercer County will work in partnership with municipalities, agencies, and other
stakeholders to achieve these goals.

5. The Clerk to the Board shall forward a copy of this Resolution to the County
Administration, County Planning Department, and all twelve (12) municipalities of

Mercer County.
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