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Attendance

Scott Elliott (PCIL); Keith Secrest (WDB Chair); Lesley Jack (DVRS); Jess Massenat (TCHS); Charles McKenna (NJCBVI);
lliana Ivanov (DOL); Nicole Dent (TCHS); Nantanee Koppstein (); Reed Thomas (MC Office of Aging); Renee Pfaff (PCIL)

WDB & MCOTES Staff: Shanele Gooch, Jamelette Negron, Chiara Tramo, Eddie Roberts, Susan Rauscher, Lauren
Washington

Welcome & Introductions

Scott Elliott opened the meeting at 10:05 a.m. and welcomed the group.
Introductions were made.

Review & Approval of Meeting April 10, 2025 Meeting Minutes

A motion to approve the minutes was made by Shanele Gooch & seconded by Renee Pfaff. Motion passed and the
minutes were approved.

Transportation:
Scott Elliot talked about getting representation on transportation for the meetings. Shanele Gooch reached out to NJ

Transit and were pointed to Access Link to find out the type of covers they have as well as setting up a meeting with
Bill Jones for Trade. Access Link is partnering with UBER.

One Stop Update

Summer Youth Work Experience Program:
- Serving 150 youth through 35 to 45 Job sites
- Sought additional placements for youth with disabilities

Job & Career Fair:
- Had over 500 attendees
- Had over 70 business and over 30 community resources participated
- There was business highlighted and designated to help with participants for second chance hiring and
business designated to participants with disabilities
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DVRS Update

- Onboarding process was discussed for the DVRS program advocating Mercer County as a destination
for these opportunities
- Part-time job in the county’s nutrition program is hiring and suitable for those with disabilities
- The need to connect people to these opportunities was discussed without jeopardizing their SSDI or
Medicaid benefits
- Pre-employment transition internship program
o 66 students
o The need for improved communication regarding vendor notifications for student placement
- Discussed more connections being made between counselors and school districts
- More coordinated efforts to improve support for transportation related initiatives and ensuring
effective advocacy for those with disabilities
- Updates on transportation with ride sharing services partnered with New Jersey Transit
- Expansion for ride sharing on Route 130
- Planning for Disability Employment Awareness Month and related events

Member Recruitment — Recommendations

A suggestion to change the meeting time and/or date was made by Scott Elliott due to conflicts with other meetings.

Next meeting: October 9%, 2025 from 10am-11am
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