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WDB Advanced Manufacturing

September 8, 2025 € 2:00 p.m. € Zoom Meeting Minutes

Keith Secrest
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Keith Secrest (WDB Chair); Scott Needham (Vice Chair), Laura Sosa (MCCC); Gonzalo Perez (MCCC); Peter Tindall
(Homosote); James Chambers (Economic Development); Larry Banks (NJMEP); Jess Massenat (MCCC), Ray Agliata

(Mcca)

WDB /One Stop Staff: Christian Estevez (WDB Director), Shanele Gooch, Jamelette Negron, Susan Rauscher, Chiara

Tramo, Lauren Washington

Welcome & Introductions

Keith makes a motion to approve minutes, Ray seconded, minutes accepted

Update- Mercer County One Stop

Job Fair upcoming in October
Partnered with NJ Courts and NJDOL for extra opportunities
Someone from TCNJ and County HR who are going to be involved with planning

SYWEP

Over 150 youth students participate

Working on their last payroll
Getting feedback for making SYWEP better in 2026

MCCC/MCTS
McCcCC

NJ Bio Futures

- Raritan Valley Community College
- Mercer County Community College
- Middlesex College

Talent Pipeline

- High school students

- Community college students
- Adult learners

- Incumbent workers
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Flexible Education and Training Pathways

High School Awareness Programs
- Non-credit Certifications
o Good manufacturing practice professional (12 hours)
o Aseptic cleaning (21 hours)
o Aseptic biomanufacturing (125 hours)
Credit Certificate (two semesters)
o Aseptic processing & biomanufacturing (30 credits)
Associate Degrees that Transfer to 4-Yr Universities
o Associate of Science in Biotechnology
o Associate of Science in Biology — Biotechnology Major
Customized Training for Incumbent Workers

October 16 ribbon cutting for the new labs
Accommodate 4-6 students

Advanced Manufacturing program Updates

Trenton High School cohort manufacturing program is making progress

Students will earn a manufacturing technology micro-credential upon graduation

Highlighted the success of four students who graduated and completed the CMFGA program

Some challenges with credit enrollment

Doug Cooley plans to reach out to industry partners for potential internships and programs restructuring

NJEMP

Renewed for another year

Going to be interested in setting up partnerships with groups for securing grants to support training
programs; particularly for adult populations and second chance reentry individuals

Makers and Creators event October 3™

Economic Development
Grant program is progressing, 650 accounts and 377 applications submitted

Apprenticeships
Need for financial support in apprenticeship programs
Different apprenticeship models were being considered

NEXT MEETING DATE:
December 8, 2025
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