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MINUTES

Vice-Chair Stokes called the Special Formal Meeting to order at 6:04 P.M.

The following members of the Board answered the Roll Call of the Deputy Clerk to
the Board:

Present — Commissioners Frisby, Lewis, Melker, Stokes, and Walter
Absent — Commissioner Cimino, and Mclaughlin (who entered at 6:07)

The Deputy Clerk to the Board read the Invocation.

Vice-Chair Stokes led the Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to the Flag.

SUNSHINE LAW

It was announced that in accordance with the provisions of the New Jersey
Open Public Meetings Law, notice of this Meeting had been mailed to The
Trenton Times, The Trentonian and The Princeton Packet newspapers as well
as having been posted in both the County Administration Building and
Courthouse at least forty-eight (48) hours in advance of the meeting.
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Vice-Chair Stokes announced that the purpose of this Special Formal Meeting was
for the Board to take action on the following proposed Resolution:

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND THE MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS SUPPORT AND AUTHORIZE A
PROJECT LABOR AGREEMENT CONCERNING THE
REPLACEMENT OF COUNTY BRIDGE #863.4, CARRYING EAST
WARD STREET OVER PEDDIE LAKE (STRUCTURE #1100034)
LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN, MERCER COUNTY
IN ACCORDANCE N.J.S.A. 52:38 — 1, ET SEQ

Chair McLaughlin entered the meeting at 6:07 P.M.

At this time, Chair McLaughlin invited members of the public to comment on the
above Resolution.

The following members of the public voiced their concerns: Matt Morgan, John
Wellington and Mark Madonia.

Mr. Morgan, a resident of Hightstown, addressed the Board. He thanked the Board
for carrying out this project because he felt this was important to the residents of
Hightstown. He mentioned hearing residents discussing the possibilities of dressing up the
bridge for different holidays and he was positive they were excited for its final reveal.

Commissioner Frisby shared that he had seen bridges elsewhere dressed up with
lights during the holidays and he agreed that it was a great idea.

Mr. Wellington, a resident of East Windsor Township, addressed the Board. He
thanked the Board for taking on the Peddie Bridge project. He stated he was a
representative of the Mercer/Burlington Building Trades Council and he felt the train line
would grant skilled workers access to more opportunities and to secure well-paying jobs.
He shared he had been using Peddie Bridge since his childhood and was appreciative of
the Board’s decision to rehab it.
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Mr. Madonia, a resident of Hightstown, addressed the Board. Mr. Madonia asked
what type of vehicles would be permitted to use the bridge besides cars; when the project
was scheduled to begin; would the integrity of the bridge change, and would it be widened.
He expressed that after speaking with many of Hightstown’s residents he understood that
they were content with the aesthetic and size of the bridge as it was now. He felt the bridge
had a historic charm. He also asked what the cost of the project would be and who would
be responsible for the costs.

County Administrator Marion notified the Board that he had received a letter from
the mayor of Hightstown permitting the commencement of the Peddie Bridge project. He
said that County Engineer Basit Muzaffar was present tonight to answer any questions.

County Engineer Basit Muzaffar addressed the Board. Mr. Muzatfar offered a brief
history of Peddie Bridge. The project only began in 2020 using county funds, asking
Hightstown for funding to relocate the bridge. The end cost would be approximately 16.2
million dollars. The bridge could not bear the load of modern vehicles such as school buses
or larger. Hightstown residents’ biggest concerns was fearing that if the bridge were
widened that it would turn into a high traffic road and become unsafe as many pedestrians
use the bridge regularly. Engineering reached out to the Green Acers Program as the bridge
was a historic trust. Mr. Muzaffar assured the focus of the Board was to repair the bridge
and maintain the bridge’s integrity.

Chair McLaughlin asked if the county would be responsible for maintain the
adjacent bridge.

Mr. Muzaffar answered yes.
Commissioner Walter asked if there was a flood concern with Peddie Bridge.

Mr. Muzaffar replied that the bridge was a two span bridge and when the bridge was
designed, studies were conducted to understand flow of water and how it would affect the
bridge’s integrity. He said there were no flood concerns for the downstream properties.

Commissioner Walter asked if there was any thought of adding electronification
capabilities to the bridge.

Mr. Muzaffar answered it would be an option if desired by the township. He said as
long as the county was indemnified then electrification could be added; outlets could be
incorporated into the plan.
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Commissioner Frisby commended Mr. Muzaffar and his team for top tier
executions of all projects to date. He said he had always been impressed by Mr. Muzaffar’s

work.

Mr. Muzaffar said parts of the bridge would be relocated to be cleaned and repaired
and then transported back to be re-assembled. The engineering process would be done with
meticulous care; cautious of vibrations as there were homes connected to the bridge. If any
damage were to occur the county would be responsible for repairs to those properties.

Board Counsel Michael Herbert, Esq. left the meeting at 6:38 P.M.

RESOLUTIONS:

The Deputy Clerk to the Board called for a Motion to Vote on the following
Resolution listed on the Agenda.

Commissioner Frisby offered the following Resolution, seconded by
Commissioner Stokes:

NO. 2025-726 COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND THE MERCER COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS SUPPORT AND
AUTHORIZE A PROJECT LABOR AGREEMENT
CONCERNING THE REPLACEMENT OF COUNTY
BRIDGE #863.4, CARRYING EAST WARD STREET
OVER PEDDIE LAKE (STRUCTURE #1100034)
LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF HIGHTSTOWN,
MERCER COUNTY IN ACCORDANCE N.J.S.A. 52:38 — 1,

ET SEQ

VOTE ON RESOLUTION:
Ayes — 6. Nays-0. Abstain-0. Absent-1.
Ayes — Commissioner Frisby, Lewis, Melker, Stokes, Walter and McLaughlin

Absent — Commissioner Cimino
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SPECIAL FORMAL MEETING ADJOURNED AT 6:44 P.M.
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