
MINUTES OF THE MERCER COUNTY AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD  
MEETING HELD MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2025  

IN THE EXTENSION SERVICE BUILDING  
1440 PARKSIDE AVENUE, EWING, N.J.  

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman D’Amico called this meeting to order at 19:31. 
 

II. COMPLIANCE STATEMENT WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT 
Chairman D’Amico announced that pursuant to the Sunshine Law, notice of all 2025 
meetings was posted in the Trenton Times on December 8, 2024 and posted on the County 
Planning Department’s website. 

 
III. FLAG SALUTE 

 
IV. ROLL CALL 

a. Voting Members: 
Mr. Frank D’Amico, Chair – present 
Mr. Scott Ellis – present 
Mr. Gary Mount – not present   
Ms. Theodora Wang, Vice-Chair – present 
Ms. Christine Cirkus –present 
Mr. James Evans - present 

 
B. Non-voting Members: 

Ms. Meredith Melendez/Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension –present 
Mr. William Agress, County Planning Board Liaison – present 

 
C. Others Present: 

Ms. Cindy Taylor, Mercer County Land Preservation Coordinator 
Ms. Diane Kottas, Mercer County CADB Administrator, Board Secretary 

 Mr. Sean Pizzio, SADC 
 Mr. Greg McLaughlin, voting member elect 
 Ms. Leighann Pellini, Hamilton Township 
 Mr. Myke Ricca, Hamilton Township 
 Mr. Bill Taft, Hamilton Township 
 Mr. David Snook, Hamilton Township 
 Mr. Dan Seeth, Hamilton Township 
 Mr. Rick Tamagno, Hamilton Township 
 Mr. David Horrocks, Hamilton Township 
 Mr. Marco Fernandez-Obregon, Hamilton Township 
 Mr. David Sass, Bent Iron Brewery 
 Mr. Peter Brittain, Bent Iron Brewery 
 
 

  
 



V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
On a motion by Ms. Wang and seconded by Mr. Evans, the minutes of the September 8, 2025 
meeting were approved unanimously.   
 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA ITEMS): None 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
With Board consent, Chairman D’Amico moved Bent Iron Brewery new business up in the 
agenda due to the large number of people in attendance to make public comment. Ms. Kottas 
reported that she had received several noise complaints about Bent Iron Brewery, specifically 
loud music from an SOE concert as well as from day-to-day operations and that she 
conducted a site visit to the effected neighborhood. Ms. Kottas informed the public that 
enforcement of the SOE concert was not within the purview of the CADB because it was a 
non-agricultural event and that the municipal authorities had the authority to monitor such 
events. Hamilton Township residents living in the neighborhood adjacent to the brewery, Ms. 
Leighann Pellini, Mr. Myke Ricca, Mr. Bill Taft, Mr. David Snook, Mr. Dan Seeth, Mr. Rick 
Tamagno, Mr. David Horrocks, and Mr. Marco Fernandez-Obregon addressed the Board. All 
stated that the loud music and profanity coming from Bent Iron Brewery is have a detrimental 
effect on their lives, that they can no longer enjoy being outside in their yards and that 
brewery operations are not consistent with what was represented to them prior to the brewery 
being built. Mr. David Sass and Mr. Peter Brittain, owners of Bent Iron Brewery, made public 
comments that the brewery is operating within legal noise limits, that they had conducted 
neighbor outreach prior to building the brewery, that screening with berms and vegetation had 
been installed, and that they have provided personal contact information to the neighbors. Ms. 
Kottas stated that a formal Right to Farm complaint would be required before the Board could 
take any action and she recommended that both sides take advantage of the free mediation 
offered by the SADC.  
 

VIII. CORRESPONDENCE: None 
 

IX. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS 
a. SADC: Mr. Pizzio provided an update on recent SADC business.  

 
b. Land Development: None 

 
c. Farmland Preservation Updates: Ms. Kottas reported the following: 

i. Bluestone Farm, a County targeted farm in Hopewell Township, has applied to 
the SADC for preservation 

ii. The Beck farm (Block 2739, Lot 1, Hamilton Township) submitted plans to the 
Township to construct a single-family home and horse barn 

iii. The Johnson farm (Block 19, Lot 9, Robbinsville Township) has almost 
completed clearing the 9 acres of overgrown nursery stock 

 
X. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Doerler Landscaping Resolution:  Mr. Mozingo, via email, requested that the 
Resolution allow for clearing of the ~24 acres of overgrown nursery stock to occur over a 



three-year period. Board agreed but discussed specific milestones that must be met at the 
end of each year. On a motion by Ms. Wang and seconded by Ms. Cirkus, the Board 
unanimously approved the change. Approved resolution will be recorded with the County 
Clerk. 

 
XI. NEW BUSINESS continued 

 
a. Bent Iron Brewery: Board discussed possible noise mitigation scenarios. Staff discussed 

Right to Farm protections vis a vis an SSAMP approval.  
b. Farm Resource Expo: Mercer County will hold a Farm Resource Expo on March 6, 

2026 at Howell Living History Farm.  
c. SADC Outreach: SADC staff will have a training session on Right to Farm at the 

December 1, 2025 CADB meeting. A second training was suggested for violation 
remediation in the spring.  

  
XII. DISCUSSION: Chairman D’Amico suggested a revision be made to the SOE policy 

requiring applicants to inform staff ahead of scheduled events. Mr. Ellis suggested staff 
investigate the erosion issue on the Zygmont farm.  
 

XIII. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None 
 

XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION: None required 
 

XV. ADJOURNMENT 
a. Chairman D’Amico adjourned the meeting at 21:27. The next scheduled meeting of the 

MCADB is November 3, 2025 at 7:30 PM if necessary.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Kottas 

Diane Kottas 
Secretary to the Board 

 


