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N O T I C E 
 

MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT, CHAPTER 231, P.L. 1975 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Mercer County Park Commission will hold a public meeting on 
Wednesday, August 27, 2025, at 5:30 pm at the Tennis Hall of Fame, 1638 Old Trenton Road, West 
Windsor, NJ 08550. The Commission reserves the right to make additions or alterations to the agenda, 
and/or enter into Executive Session, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act. Members of the public 
are invited to comment on any item listed on the agenda and may submit related materials or inquiries 
in advance to Michelle De Los Santos via email: mdelossantos@mercercounty.org, or via regular mail: 
Historic Hunt House, 197 Blackwell Road, Pennington, NJ 08534. 
 

 
MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES -  AUGUST 27, 2025 

 
 
 ROLL CALL 

 Park Commission Counsel R. David Blake introduced Commissioner Jo-Ann Povia, who was 
sworn in on August 25, 2025. Commissioner Povia will replace Kelly Mooij, who resigned from 
the Board. 

 The following Commissioners answered the Roll Call of the Secretary:  
 Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Povia, Schulz 

 The following Commissioners were absent: 
 Davis, Masih, Sturgeon 

 
 CALL TO ORDER 

 At 5:37 p.m., Commissioner Forrester called the August 27, 2025 public meeting of the Mercer 
County Park Commission to order. The meeting was held at the Tennis Hall of Fame, 1638 Old 
Trenton Road, West Windsor, NJ 08550. 

 
 FLAG SALUTE 
 
 NOTICE OF MEETING 

 In accordance with the Sunshine Law (Open Public Meetings Act Chapter 231, P.L. 1975), 
adequate notice of this meeting has been provided in that notification was given as follows: 
emailed to the Times, Trentonian, and posted to the Mercer County Website and Mercer County 
Park Commission Website, and sent via email blast through the County of Mercer and Mercer 
County Park Commission notification system. 

 
 MEETING MINUTES 

 On Motion by Commissioner Schulz and Seconded by Commissioner Martinez, by voice vote, 
the July 30, 2025 Mercer County Park Commission meeting minutes were approved as 
presented. 

 Ayes: Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Schulz Nays: None Abstain: Povia Absent: Davis, 
Masih, Sturgeon 
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 BILLS 
 On Motion by Commissioner Martinez and Seconded by Commissioner Forrester, by voice vote, 

the July 2025 Mercer County Park Commission bills were approved. 
 Ayes: Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Povia, Schulz Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: 

Davis, Masih, Sturgeon 
 

 REVENUE REPORT 
 On Motion by Commissioner Forrester and Seconded by Commissioner Koontz, by voice vote, 

the July 2025 Mercer County Park Commission revenue report was approved. 
 Ayes: Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Povia, Schulz Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: 

Davis, Masih, Sturgeon 
 

Nanci Lambert, Deputy Director, provided background on the report, including the impact weather 
plays on it. She gave a brief overview of the concert series. In addition, she explained the budgeting 
process with operating, personnel, and capital budgets. 

 
 EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 

 Ryan Shaw, Park Ranger, was recognized as Employee of the Month. 
 

 COMMUNICATIONS  
 Lawrence Hopewell Trail to Host 10th Annual Full Moon Bike Ride and First Ever Moonlit Walk 

 
 OLD BUSINESS 

 
 Sean Hartmann, Division Head-General Greens 

 The courses had over 27,000 rounds of golf in July, which is a record. 
 There were several notable outings, numerous junior golf tournaments, and Princeton 

summer camps with over 60 campers each day. 
 Fall leagues and outings begin next week. 
 Regarding maintenance, it was a tough summer with high temperatures and storms. 
 Courses are in the middle of aerification. We are addressing areas with poor drainage and 

will be assessing damaged trees. 
 

 Marc Vecchiolla, Director of Tennis Operations 
 This is an exciting time of year for the tennis community with the US Open in progress. 

There are two commercials running on ESPN featuring clips shot at the tennis center 
during the summer of 2024 featuring our regular customers. 

 The tennis community is grateful for the stadium court reconstruction project. The courts 
are finished and playing beautifully. 

 Our seven-week Junior Tennis camp sold out and was a complete success. The Fall League 
has 400 participants. Online fall registration was held on August 9 for players of all ages 
and skill levels for September through December classes.  

 Special events, such as USTA districts and sectional championships and the Stone Age 
Open contributed to increased revenue.  

 New upcoming events include lessons for autistic children and a charity pickleball 
tournament to raise money for childhood leukemia. 
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 Our biggest event each year is the 59th Annual James E. Cryan Memorial Tennis 
Tournament. This is the third largest tournament in the United States. This year, a record 
432 players entered, ranging in age from 14 to 81 years of age. There were 15 different 
events with three different levels of play. On the final day, all levels and ages took part in a 
DJ’d community tennis clinic in which players rotated from court to court. The grand prize 
at the clinic was a signed tennis racquet from former Wimbledon Champion Elena 
Rybakina. A donation was made with Tournament proceeds to childhood cancer patient 
Izzy Mosteller whose parents have been staples in the tennis community for years. The 
Cryan Achievement Award was presented to Peter Wepplo of Princeton NJ, for his years 
of growing the game of tennis in Mercer County. The Cryan Sportsmanship Award was 
presented to Lily Muir of Robbinsville, NJ. 

 Cryan Tournament co-volunteer directors Jim Cryan and Michael Ehrenberg were in 
attendance and gave a brief history of the tournament. Both were inducted into the Mercer 
County Tennis Hall of Fame in our most recent class of 2024. 

 
 PUBLIC COMMENT  

 Members of the public are invited to comment on any Resolution listed under New Business, 
which will be the next item on our Agenda. General comments, concerns, or questions will be 
addressed during the Public Session, which will take place following the Executive Director’s 
Report.  

 The following guidelines apply to all public participation: 
 Standards for public comment participation may be found on the Park Commission’s 

website. Individuals are limited to a maximum of three minutes during their public 
comment period. The Park Commission may, however, at its option, extend time for 
members of the public dependent upon the Board Member’s interaction and engagement 
concerning the topic. 

 Each member of the public who wishes to speak during the public comment period shall 
give the speaker’s full name, organization name (if applicable) and municipality of 
residence. 

 Individuals may provide comments or materials by regular mail to the Mercer County Park 
Commission headquarters or via email to mdelossantos@mercercounty.org.  

 
There were no public comments on resolutions listed on the agenda. 

 
 NEW BUSINESS 

- RESOLUTIONS: 
 

R-1 AWARD OF BID RECEIVED JULY 18, 2025, TO ELITE TEXTILE TRADING, LLC, FOR THE 
PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF TREE TUBES FOR THE MERCER COUNTY PARK 
COMMISSION. PERIOD: AUGUST 27, 2025 THROUGH AUGUST 26, 2026. TOTAL 
AMOUNT UP TO, BUT NOT TO EXCEED: $29,150.00 (AB2025-26) 

 
 On Motion by Commissioner Schulz, Seconded by Commissioner Martinez 
 Ayes: Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Povia, Schulz Nays: None Abstain: None 

Absent: Davis, Masih, Sturgeon 
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R-2 MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION AUTHORIZES PAYMENT TO BRITTON 
INDUSTRIES FOR THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF PARK MAINTENANCE 
MATERIALS. INVOICED AMOUNT: $3,615.44  
FY2024: $243.29  
FY2025: $3,372.15 

 
 On Motion by Commissioner Koontz, Seconded by Commissioner Forrester 
 Ayes: Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Povia, Schulz Nays: None Abstain: None 

Absent: Davis, Masih, Sturgeon 
 

Commissioner Koontz asked for clarification. 
Deputy Director Nanci Lambert explained this was for services outside of the contract (tree stump 
removal).  

 
R-3 THE MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION SUPPORTS MERCER COUNTY 

RESOLUTION NO. MC 2025-613, ADOPTED JULY 17, 2025, AND AUTHORIZES THE PARK 
COMMISSION TO ADMINISTER A MERCER COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT, NEW 
JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND GARDEN STATE 
PRESERVATION TRUST MATCHING GREEN ACRES GRANT FOR THE DESIGN AND 
CONSTRUCTION OF A COMPLETELY INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND AT ROSEDALE 
PARK, TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL. AMOUNT:  $938,000.00 (STATE FUNDS) PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND MATCH AMNOUNT: $312,500.00 (25% 
MATCH REQUIRED) (GRANT NO. 1100-25-072)  

 
 On Motion by Commissioner Koontz, Seconded by Commissioner Hritz 
 Ayes: Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Povia, Schulz Nays: None Abstain: None 

Absent: Davis, Masih, Sturgeon 
 

Commissioner Koontz asked for confirmation that the County Board of Commissioners had already 
authorized the grant application and accepted the funds, and that this was to authorize the Park 
Commission to do the work outlined in the grant.  

Executive Director Joe Pizza confirmed. 
 
Commissioner Schulz asked to hear about the project in more detail. 

Grant Manager Samantha Smith explained that the project is in the preliminary assessment phase; 
the Green Acres program is reviewing the ecological and historical impacts that may be made from 
these projects. Construction is expected to begin in late spring and be completed within the next two 
years. It will be a great space in a natural setting overlooking Rosedale Lake, next to the current 
playground. The playground will be compliant with DCA standards for Jake’s Law Completely 
Inclusive Playground. 
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R-4 THE MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION SUPPORTS MERCER COUNTY 
RESOLUTION NO. MC 2025-614, ADOPTED JULY 17, 2025, AND AUTHORIZES THE PARK 
COMMISSION TO ADMINISTER A MERCER COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT, NEW 
JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (NJDEP) LOCAL 
STEWARDSHIP GRANT, FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF A SHORELINE 
RESTORATION AND EMERGENT WETLAND ENHANCEMENT PROJECT AT THE 
ROSEDALE LAKE, TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL. AMOUNT: $105,000.00 (STATE FUNDS). 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND MATCH AMOUNT: $105,000.00 
(50% MATCH REQUIRED) (PROJECT NO. 1100-25-013)  

 
 On Motion by Commissioner Hritz, Seconded by Commissioner Schulz 
 Ayes: Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Povia, Schulz Nays: None Abstain: None 

Absent: Davis, Masih, Sturgeon 
 

 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Recreation & Events  
 Thank you to our recreation staff for another successful concert season – Dean Gray, Peter 

Bullock, maintenance staff, park rangers, and Nanci Lambert, for making it happen. 
 Upcoming events include the Indo Fest, Latin Concert, Great White North Dragonboat Race, 

Central Jersey Beer Fest. 
 

Hopewell Pool / Marina / Spray Park  
- All three locations will complete their season in another week. We saw record numbers of 

people patronize the pool. Our Marina and Spray Park continue to be some of the busiest 
areas of Mercer County Park.  

 
Stewardship 
- Stewardship is coordinating with EarthShare NJ to host up to 300 volunteers to help clean up 

litter at parks and assist at Capital City and Howell Farms on September 19. 
- Work associated with the Green Acres grant for the Rosedale Lake shoreline enhancement is 

slated to begin later this fall. 
- Stewardship is working with the County Planning Department to develop a Climate 

Resiliency grant application with NJDEP that could fund the planting of several hundred 
shade trees at Mercer County Park. 
 

Environmental Education / Nature Center 
- The Pontoon Boat River Tours conclude this month. All remaining tours have filled and have 

wait lists. These tours, an initiative of our County Executive, have been a big success. Thank 
you to Kelly Rypkema, Jeremy McDermott, and our boat captain, Jody Dement for putting on 
these tours.  

- The Nature Center staff concluded the last of two Neighborhood Forums this summer. 
Residents offered input in a variety of things they would like to see at the Center and in 
Roebling Park. Planning Director Maria Connelly and County Executive Dan Benson attended 
the forum as well. 
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Capital City Farm 
 The farm shared and donated over 2,500 pounds of produce in August.  
 In addition to regular open hours, we’ve been distributing produce to pantries in West 

Windsor, Robbinsville, Hightstown, and Trenton. We are in the process of connecting with a 
pantry in Hamilton.  
 

Commissioner Schulz mentioned the importance of addressing food insecurities on college campuses and 
encouraged an effort to reach out to colleges within the county. 

 
Howell Farm 
 This year's 4H Fair saw more than a dozen of our County's 4H clubs help our Park 

Commission host 5,500 visitors during this two-day event. The weekend kicked off with a 
welcome by our County Executive Dan Benson, who congratulated 4H-ers on their 106th fair 
and longstanding commitment to farming, community building and the four "H"s: Head, 
Heart, Hands & Health. 

 This year’s Corn Maze “Maple Sugar Maze” has reached a height of eight feet and is on 
schedule to open in mid-September. The four-acre forest of corn where visitors will soon 
have fun getting lost is “one of the most challenging mazes we’ve ever built” according to 
designers.   

 New Share the Harvest Programs for Schools, Families & Community Groups are coming 
this fall. Visitors of all ages can join an initiative that will provide tons of flour, eggs, 
vegetables and other products to Mercer County food banks and pantries by helping farmers 
harvest and process of corn, wheat, potatoes and honey.  

 
Equestrian Center 
 Summer programs and camps ended last week. It was a great season with a nearly 70% 

increase in summer program revenue over 2024. Great job by our Equestrian staff, lead by 
director Christine Cardinal.      

 The Annual Insect Festival is scheduled for September 6 from 11:00 am-2:00 pm. The barns 
will be open for attendees to walk through, see the horses, and pick up information on 
upcoming events and programs.   
 

Wildlife Center 
 The Wildlife Center continues to be busy with incoming animals and telephone inquiries. 
 We are preparing for the Outdoor Education Environment (OEE) enclosure expansion to 

provide our education animals with larger permanent spaces. 
 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 Kareem Ismat, Lawrence Township, asked that consideration be given to creating a skate park 

at Mercer County Park. 
 Chris Lamond, West Windsor, asked for an update on Dam Site 21 and Moores Station Quarry. 

 Executive Director Joe Pizza explained that the plan for Dam Site 21 was revised and has 
been limited to a trail around the lake, with restrooms and a small parking area. The quarry 
is still a blank slate – the master plan is being reconsidered so there are no developments 
expected for the next couple of years. 
o In response to a comment by Commissioner Schulz about scuba diving for emergency 

response teams to train at that level of depth, Executive Director Joe Pizza indicated that 
NJ State Police divers, Titusville Fire Department, and our park rangers have done 
rescue boat training on site. 
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 SEPTEMBER 24, 2025 MEETING 
Hunt Barn 
197 Blackwell Road 
Pennington, NJ 08534 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 On motion by Commissioner Koontz and seconded by Commissioner Martinez, by voice vote, 

the meeting was adjourned at 6:44 pm.  
 
 

Michelle De Los Santos 
Executive Secretary 
August 27, 2025 

 
 


