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N O T I C E 
 

MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT, CHAPTER 231, P.L. 1975 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Mercer County Park Commission will hold a public meeting on 
Wednesday, June 25, 2025, at 5:30 pm at Hopewell Valley Golf Course, 114 Pennington-Hopewell Road, 
Hopewell, NJ 08525. 
 
The Commission reserves the right to make additions or alterations to the agenda, and/or enter into 
Executive Session, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act.  
 

 
MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES - JUNE 25, 2025 
 
 ROLL CALL 

 The following Commissioners answered the Roll Call of the Secretary:  
 Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Schulz, Sturgeon 

 Late arrivals: 
 Commissioner Masih arrived at 5:35 p.m. and Commissioner Davis arrived at 5:36 p.m. 

 The following Commissioners were absent: 
 Mooij 

 
 CALL TO ORDER 

 At 5:33 p.m., Commissioner Forrester called the June 25, 2025 Public Meeting of the Mercer 
County Park Commission to order. The meeting was held at Hopewell Valley Golf Course, 114 
Pennington-Hopewell Road, Hopewell, NJ 08525. 

 
 FLAG SALUTE 
 
 NOTICE OF MEETING 

In accordance with the Sunshine Law (Open Public Meetings Act Chapter 231, P.L. 1975), adequate 
notice of this meeting has been provided in that notification was given as follows: emailed to the 
Times, Trentonian, and posted to the Mercer County Website and Mercer County Park Commission 
Website, and sent via email blast through the County of Mercer and Mercer County Park 
Commission notification system. 
 

 2025 ANNUAL ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 Under the provisions of Article 7, Sections 1 and 8 of the Park Commission By-Laws and 

procedures outlined in Roberts Rules of Order, R. David Blake, Esq. Counsel, presided over 
the 2025-2026 elections for the Mercer County Park Commission. A motion was requested by 
Counsel to open the 2025-2026 Election of Officers. 
 On Motion by Commissioner Schulz, seconded by Commissioner Sturgeon, by voice vote, 

the floor was opened for the Election of Officers. 
 Ayes: Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Schulz, Sturgeon Nays: None Abstain: None 

Absent: Davis, Masih, Mooij 
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 Counsel R. David Blake requested a nomination for President of the Mercer County Park 
Commission for the 2025-2026 year. Commissioner Schulz nominated Commissioner Forrester 
for President of the Mercer County Park Commission. Counsel R. David Blake requested any 
other nominations as per procedural provisions. No additional nominations were received. 
 On Motion by Commissioner Schulz, seconded by Commissioner Sturgeon, by voice vote, 

Commissioner Forrester was nominated for President of the Mercer County Park 
Commission for the 2025-2026 year. 

 Ayes: Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Schulz, Sturgeon Nays: None Abstain: None 
Absent: Davis, Masih, Mooij 

 
 Counsel R. David Blake requested a nomination for Vice-President of the Mercer County Park 

Commission for the 2025-2026 year. Commissioner Masih nominated Commissioner Hritz for 
Vice-President of the Mercer County Park Commission. Counsel R. David Blake requested any 
other nominations as per procedural provisions. No additional nominations were received. 
 On Motion by Commissioner Masih, seconded by Commissioner Sturgeon, by voice vote, 

Commissioner Hritz was nominated for Vice-President of the Mercer County Park 
Commission for the 2025-2026 year. 

 Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Masih, Schulz, Sturgeon Nays: None 
Abstain: None Absent: Mooij 

 
 MAY 28, 2025 DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 

 On Motion by Commissioner Martinez and Seconded by Commissioner Hritz, by voice vote, 
the May 28, 2025 Mercer County Park Commission Meeting Minutes were approved as 
presented. 

 Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Masih, Schulz, Sturgeon Nays: None  
Abstain: None Absent: Mooij 

 
 MAY 2025 BILLS 

 On Motion by Commissioner Koontz and Seconded by Commissioner Martinez, by voice vote, 
the May 2025 Mercer County Park Commission Bills were approved as presented. 

 Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Masih, Schulz, Sturgeon Nays: None  
Abstain: None Absent: Mooij 

 
 MAY 2025 REVENUE REPORT 

 On Motion by Commissioner Schulz and Seconded by Commissioner Hritz, by voice vote, the 
May 2025 Mercer County Park Commission Revenue Report was approved as presented. 

 Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Masih, Schulz, Sturgeon Nays: None  
Abstain: None Absent: Mooij 

 
Deputy Director Nanci Lambert provided background on the report: 

 Rain in May had a negative effect on Golf, with four less playable days and twice as much rain. 
 Howell Farm had a nice increase due to fully booking all school programs. 
 Recreation revenue will continually go up because we are now reporting revenue for reimbursed staff 

time at events.   
 Concert ticket pre-sales, something we never had before, are also a nice addition to revenue. We have 

sold over 200 season passes and 100 individual tickets. 
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 EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 

 Jill Long, Clerk 1/Purchasing Assistant, was recognized as Employee of the Month.  
 
 COMMUNICATIONS 

 C1 – Boathouse Happy Hour flyer 
 C2 – Native Plant Workshop article 
 C3 – Adventures on the Delaware – Guided Pontoon Boat Tours flyer 
 C4 – Constituent email expressing appreciation for outstanding skating rink staff 
 C5 – Constituent email complimenting Mercer Oaks pro shop and catering staff during the 

SPMA Golf Tournament 
 

 OLD BUSINESS 
 Sean Hartmann, Division Head-General Greens 

 Following a wet April and May, strong storms in June caused some tree damage and 
power loss. Luckily, with in-house crews and staff, our facilities remained open to the 
public throughout the situation. 

 With the heat wave that started on Sunday, maintenance staff have altered their hours and 
maintenance practices such as needle tine aerification, rolling, height adjustment and hand 
watering and syringing. 

 Golf operations are busy with outings, tournaments, league play, and summer camps. 
 

 Dean Gray, Director of Recreation & Events 
 The athletic fields have been very busy with soccer, softball, baseball, and lacrosse 

tournaments. 
 At the festival grounds, the Juneteenth and Cultural festivals were well attended, despite 

some storms.   
 The LEAD festival begins on Friday, June 27 and will run through Sunday, July 6, 2025. 

The event will have rides, food, games, animals, and fireworks. 
 
 NEW BUSINESS 

- RESOLUTIONS: 
 

R-1 MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION AUTHORIZES THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AGREEMENT 
WITH THE FOUNDERS COMMITTEE, NEW JERSEY DAUGHTERS OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION [501(C)3]; WESTFIELD ARCHITECTS & PRESERVATION 
CONSULTANTS; AND ACME HERITAGE CONSULTANTS, LLC; FOR ACCESS TO 
THE JOHN A. ROEBLING MEMORIAL PARK AND THE HISTORIC ISAAC WATSON 
HOUSE, TO PERFORM A PROFESSIONAL HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT ON 
THE HISTORIC ISAAC WATSON HOUSE STRUCTURE, TOWNSHIP OF 
HAMILTON. PERIOD: JULY 1, 2025 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2026  

 
 On Motion by Commissioner Koontz, Seconded by Commissioner Martinez 
 Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Masih, Schulz, Sturgeon  

Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: Mooij 
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R-2 AMEND RESOLUTION NO PC2024-64, ADOPTED DECEMBER 18, 2024, AND THE 
MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION AUTHORIZES THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE AN AMENDMENT TO THE COMPETITIVE CONTRACT 
WITH LEGACY HOSPITALITY AND ENTERTAINMENT GROUP FOR 
CONCESSIONAIRE CATERING SERVICES AT PRINCETON COUNTRY CLUB & 
MOUNTAIN VIEW GOLF COURSE.  ‘AMEND TO WAIVE THE MONTHLY RENTAL 
FEE DUE TO THE PARK COMMISSION FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY 1, 2025 
THROUGH MARCH 31, 2025. TOTAL WAIVED MONTHLY RENTAL FEE AMOUNT: 
$52,500.00 (CC2024-19) (AMENDMENT NO. 1)  

 
 On Motion by Commissioner Forrester, Seconded by Commissioner Sturgeon 
 Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Masih, Schulz, Sturgeon  

Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: Mooij 
 
R-3 AMEND RESOLUTION NO PC2021-132, ADOPTED DECEMBER 15, 2021 AND THE 

MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION AUTHORIZES THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE AN AMENDMENT TO THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
CONTRACT WITH SPIEZLE ARCHITECTURAL GROUP, INC., FOR DESIGN AND 
CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION SERVICES FOR SYNTHETIC TURF FIELDS 
AND SITE LIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS IN THE MERCER COUNTY PARK, 
TOWNSHIP OF WEST WINDSOR. ‘AMEND TO ENCUMBER THE ORIGINAL 
CONTRACT BALANCE OF $128,242.00 AND INCREASE THE TOTAL CONTRACT 
AMOUNT BY +$44,258.00 (+14.85%). TOTAL AMOUNT: $172,500.00. REVISED 
TOTAL CONTRACT AMOUNT: $342,258.00.’ ALL OTHER TERMS REMAIN THE 
SAME (AMENDMENT NO. 1)  

 
 On Motion by Commissioner Hritz, Seconded by Commissioner Koontz 
 Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Masih, Schulz, Sturgeon  

Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: Mooij 
 
R-4 MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION AUTHORIZES THE EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH 
BERKOWSKY AND ASSOCIATES, INC. (AWARDED THROUGH A NON-FAIR AND 
OPEN PROCESS) TO PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL ARCHITECTURAL AND 
ENGINEERING DESIGN; CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION AND INSPECTION 
SERVICES FOR PERMANENT STRUCTURAL REPAIRS OF THE MERCER COUNTY 
ICE SKATING CENTER, TOWNSHIP OF WEST WINDSOR. PERIOD: JULY 1, 2025 
THROUGH COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT. AMOUNT: $26,200.00 

 
 On Motion by Commissioner Forrester, Seconded by Commissioner Davis 
 Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Masih, Schulz, Sturgeon  

Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: Mooij 
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R-5 AWARD OF BID RECEIVED MAY 28, 2025, TO ACB SERVICES, INC., FOR 
JANITORIAL SERVICES FOR THE MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION. 
PERIOD: JULY 1, 2025 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2025; WITH AN OPTION TO 
EXTEND THE CONTACT FOR THE PERIOD OF ONE (1) YEAR. AMOUNT: $15,802.00 
(AB2025-15)  

 
 On Motion by Commissioner Koontz, Seconded by Commissioner Sturgeon 
 Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Masih, Schulz, Sturgeon  

Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: Mooij 
 
R-6 MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION AUTHORIZES COMPETITIVE 

CONTRACTING FOR CRAFT BREWERY CONCESSIONAIRE SERVICES FOR THE 
MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION. PERIOD: ONE (1) YEAR, WITH FOUR (4) 
ONE-YEAR OPTIONS TO EXTEND THE CONTRACT PERIOD  

 
 On Motion by Commissioner Hritz, Seconded by Commissioner Davis 
 Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez, Masih, Schulz, Sturgeon  

Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: Mooij 
 

Commissioner Davis asked for background. 
Executive Director Joseph Pizza explained that the Park Commission has a beverage vendor at 
the festival grounds for our Park Commission events. This contract would open an opportunity 
for other vendors to provide services at events in other areas of the county, such as South 
Riverwalk Park. 
 
The Commissioners had a brief discussion about the term “craft brewery”, suggested focusing on 
New Jersey beers only, and questioned whether it had to be limited to beer. 
Executive Director Joseph Pizza stated he would forward these comments to Purchasing.  
 

 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
- Tennis 

 The NJSIAA State High School Tennis Championships concluded on June 13. 
 The USTA Middle States Open, featuring some of the best players from the tri-state area, 

was held on June 20-23. 
 The Tim Donovan High School Showcase, featuring 160 players from all over the world 

and 100 college coaches, is being held June 24-26. 
 The popular seven-week Summer Junior Tennis Camp begins on June 30. 
 

- Recreation & Events 
 The Mercer County Bike Exchange had a successful collection event on June 7, bringing in 

an estimated 110 donated bicycles. The donations were a welcome mix of children and 
adult bikes. While about 15% of the bikes will be recycled for scrap, the remaining 
donations will be refurbished for resale. The event is expected to generate over $5,000 to 
benefit the Boys & Girls Clubs of Mercer County. 
 

- Hopewell Pool 
 The pool opened on Memorial Day Weekend and, while there were some rainy weekends, 

weekday attendance is up. 
 The pool is off to a good start with birthday parties and swimming lessons. The Aquasize 

program starts next week. 
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- Marina & Spray Park 

 Marina and Spray Park opened June 18 for the season and will be open Wednesdays 
through Sundays. 

 Paddle for Pink was held on the lake last weekend. 
 Our Angler and Kayak camp was held from June 23 to June 27. 

 
- Stewardship 

 Over 23-acres of new wildflower meadows were seeded last week at Rosedale and Mercer 
County Park. 

 NJ Fish and Wildlife has been working with Stewardship to monitor kestrel boxes at parks. 
Mercer Meadows is already off to another productive breeding season in 2025. 

 
- Environmental Education / Nature Center 

 The Department of Environmental Education held another successful Camp Out at 
Rosedale Park on June 7. The event was sold out with a wait list of 65 people. Families 
enjoyed smore’s and hotdogs by the fire, night hikes, a continental breakfast and early bird 
walk. 

 Summer Camp season kicked off this month with Aquatic Adventures camp at the Marina 
Boathouse from June 23-27. Anglers will practice the art of fishing, while kayakers will get 
to tackle a nature escape room after completing their kayaking for the day. 

 Two Scout projects were completed at Roebling Park this month. Sriteja Thodima installed 
a native plant garden for her Girl Scout Gold Award, while Peter Merk installed a 
boardwalk, complete with wood-burned animal tracks, on the trails in Roebling Park.  
 

- Capital City Farm 
 Staff are identifying and coordinating with a few food pantries around the county in 

preparation of the season’s major harvests.  
 We’ve harvested and shared nearly 1,000 pounds of spring crops. More space is under 

production than ever before.  
 Numerous community and school groups have visited the farm this spring. 
 Open hours at the farm welcome more visitors each week.   
 

- Howell Farm 
 The four-acre cornfield into which this year’s corn maze will be cut, has been planted. The 

2025 Corn Maze design has been plotted and laid out for cutting on July 12. This year’s 
theme is “maple sugaring” and the design depicts a farmer driving a team of horses 
pulling a sled through the snow to collect buckets of maple sap. 

 The first cutting of hay yielded 400 bales, which represents approximately one-third of the 
farm’s annual hay consumption and is valued at approximately $3,500. 

 Over 500 school children and adults attended “Corn Planting,” “Farm Animals,” and 
“Summer on the Farm” programs at Howell Farm in June, including an adult group from 
Eden Autism Services. 

 Two-hundred visitors attended the farm’s annual “Old Time Baseball” program on 
Saturday, June 7, during which two historic baseball teams – the Flemington Neshanocks 
and Elizabeth Resolutes – played a double-header of 1800s-rules baseball. Visitors then 
played in a public game of 1890 “town ball” on the farm lawn. 
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- Equestrian Center 
 On June 11, 30 students from Mercer County Special Services School District visited the 

Equestrian Center for activities and facility tour. They learned about horses, groomed, and 
watched a tacking and riding demonstration. After the barn activities, the students visited 
the Mercer Educational Gardens and had lunch in the playground/picnic area.  

 May/June programs concluded on June 15. The horses received a much-needed vacation 
from June 16-June 21.  

 Summer Programs started on June 22.  
 

- Wildlife Center  
 The Wildlife Center has been very busy answering over 75 telephone inquiries and 

admitting over 30 animals each day.  
 An osprey that was rescued from Lake Mercer was released on June 2 after spending five 

days in rehabilitation at the Center. The osprey rescue involved Park Commission rangers 
and tree crew, and a NJ Fish and Wildlife volunteer. The osprey’s legs, wings and feet 
were tangled in fishing line and a lure attached to its foot was embedded in the tree limb 
preventing the osprey from breaking free. The 40-foot high tree was cut down, the osprey 
was recovered from the water and taken the Wildlife Center for treatment. Luckily, there 
were only superficial wounds on its left toe from the fishing lure. 

 
- Ballpark Upgrades 

 Phase One renovations were complete in time for Opening Day on June 12. Those 
renovations included upgrades to the Home and Visitors clubhouse, new lockers, updated 
locker rooms, new showers, weight room, indoor batting cage, and separate food 
commissaries for both home and visiting teams. 

 The bid for Phase 1A was opened last week and will start at the end of this playing season. 
This phase will be for renovations to the playing field – installing a new drainage system, 
new irrigation system, and then laying down a new field along with new scoreboards and 
new interactive video boards around the ballpark. 

 Another bid will go out in October that will complete the project of bringing the ballpark 
completely up to major league standards and enable us to attract a major league affiliation. 

 
Commissioner Davis asked for an update on the Wharf project. 
Executive Director Joseph Pizza reported that State DOT is on target to complete the flood wall this fall. 
Once the flood wall is complete, we can go out to bid to build the park in Spring 2026. 
 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 Rob Hannay, Pennington, NJ, raised a question about the priority window for booking tee 

times for County residents versus non-residents. 
 

 JULY 30, 2025 MEETING 
Wildlife Center 
1748 River Road 
Titusville, NJ 08560 

 
 ADJOURNMENT 

 On motion by Commissioner Schulz and seconded by Commissioner Hritz, by voice vote, the 
meeting was adjourned at 6:40 pm.  

 
Michelle De Los Santos 
Executive Secretary 
6/25/25 


