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WDB Disabilities Committee ♦ Chairperson:  Scott Elliott
July 11, 2024 ♦ 10:00 a.m. (Zoom) ♦ Meeting Minutes
Attendance             

[bookmark: _Hlk181087871]Scott Elliott (PCIL), Kim Fischer (MCCC – Center for Adult Transition), Nantanee Koppstein (parent), Renee Pfaff (PCIL), Reed Thomas (MC Human Services), Steven DaCosta (GMTMA), Irene Perez (NJDVRS), Susan Onaitis (MCCC), Charles Pat McKenna (NJ CBVI), Ryan Haimer (MCTS)

WDB /One Stop Staff:  Virgen Velez

Welcome & Introductions

Scott Elliott opened the meeting at 10:06 a.m. and welcomed the group.  
Introductions were made.

Review & Approval of April 11, 2024 Meeting Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]
A motion to approve the minutes was made by Scott Elliott, Kim Fischer approved & seconded by Nantanee Koppstein. Motion passed and the minutes were approved. 

Route 130 Expansion Update- Steven DaCosta 

· A year ago, funding was received from the County to expand it because the warehouse district is growing, we were able to expand it, to go down additional roads and cover some of the major warehouses being both Wayfair warehouses, Amazon & UPS in Cranbury. 
· Run to try to service the 2:00 a.m. shift. 
· Compared to last year before the expansion to now, there's been a 40% increase in ridership.
· Route 130 is on Google Maps now.
· Buses are equipped with wheelchair lifts & it is a deviated fixed route. So, if someone needed to get a 3-quarter mile deviation, they can call the day before, and then it's able to do that.
· It’s a $1.00 fee and It’s also free if you have some WFNJ TANF OR GA.
· Access Link has a pilot program called Riders Choice and will subsidize in dollar terms up to $30 per ride if customers in Mercer County would take lift, but if the cost is more than 30, the rider will be responsible to pay the remaining amount. 

One Stop Update - Virgen Velez

· In the midst of transitions, MCOTES is the new One Stop Operator.
· In the end of PY 23 year.




Summer Youth Work Experience Program: 

· 140 Youth working.
· New Partnership with Higher-Up and they are located in Hightstown, East Windsor area, and we were able to set aside some slots for them and place 30 kids in jobs in that area. 
·  Virgen will let Scott know if any of the youth has disabilities and need additional services.
· Reed Thomas- our office funds a respite service for youth up to 10 hrs. a month, for youth with disabilities in Mercer County.
Job Fair:

We did not have the Job Fair in May, and we turn into the idea of turning it into a Career Fair also, so our next Job & Career Fair will be in October 2024.

Community Updates – Scott Elliott & Community Partners

Mercer County Community College- Kim Fisher

· The center for adult transition at Mercer County Community College also is on this state fiscal year for the grant and ended June 30th. It was reduced about 20%.
· Students did great with blue light on campus
· Some of the students started attending pickles Tuesday Peer group.
· They are growing leaps and bounds and secured a handful of graduates from Lawrence Township high School. They have increased by 5 students.
· They are also building out their own computer lab in downtown Trenton.

Mercer County Technical School- Ryan Haimer

· Just hired a new special education teacher.
· MCTS have a share time program that is above the state average in terms of 26.9% of students with disabilities.
· Job readiness and part time employment for in school kids was brought to think of.

PCIL – Renee Pfaff

· Involved with the cap program at Mercer County College twice a week and did Computer Literacy training, Life Skills Training & Public Health and Wellness Programs, Peer Group, recreation
· A lot of recreation has been made, at least once a month. Drum Circle in Quaker Bridge Road on July 31st. The Annual Softball game on August 14th at Miracle League. On September 18th is the Annual Picnic at Mercer County Park. 
· Ice cream social coming up on July 16th, every Tuesday in July from 5p.m. to 6:30p.m.
· Instructor for Fitness & Wellness Training on July 23rd.
· July 30th Scavenger Hunt.
· Starting on August it will be every other month.
· Assisted about 25 Youth on Campership Program through Reach Program.
· Local schools have been invited for Community Base Instruction Program.
For DVR services:
DMV drivability program has been funded by Vocational Rehab to prepare individuals to be better prepared to take permit test, and then obtain their driving test.

NJDVRS – Irene Perez
· DVR targeted the Federal Contractors, who has to hire people with disabilities 7%, and they hired 5 individuals.
· State and Federal legislation combined, Scheduled B in NJ, helps people with disabilities to get guarantee interviews, even jobs.
· Targeting Hire Event is going to be held soon.
· Paid Internship is very underutilized.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 11:40 a.m.
Next Meeting Date(s):		October 10, 2024
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