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N O T I C E 
 

MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT, CHAPTER 231, P.L. 1975 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Mercer County Park Commission will hold a public meeting on 
Wednesday, May 28, 2025, at 5:30 pm at Howell Living History Farm, 70 Woodens Lane, Lambertville, 
NJ 08530. 
 
The Commission reserves the right to make additions or alterations to the agenda, and/or enter into 
Executive Session, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act.  
 

 
MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION  

MEETING MINUTES - MAY 28, 2025 
 
 ROLL CALL 

− The following Commissioners answered the Roll Call of the Secretary:  
• Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez 

− The following Commissioners were absent: 
• Masih, Mooij, Schulz, Sturgeon 

 
 CALL TO ORDER 

- At 5:48 p.m., Commissioner Forrester called the May 28, 2025 Public Meeting of the Mercer 
County Park Commission to order. The meeting was held at Howell Living History Farm, 70 
Woodens Lane, Lambertville, NJ 08530. 

 
 FLAG SALUTE 
 
 NOTICE OF MEETING 

In accordance with the Sunshine Law (Open Public Meetings Act Chapter 231, P.L. 1975), adequate 
notice of this meeting has been provided in that notification was given as follows: emailed to the 
Times, Trentonian, and posted to the Mercer County Website and Mercer County Park Commission 
Website, and sent via email blast through the County of Mercer and Mercer County Park Commission 
notification system. 
 

 APRIL 30, 2025 DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
- On Motion by Commissioner Koontz and Seconded by Commissioner Martinez, by voice vote, 

the April 30, 2025 Mercer County Park Commission Meeting Minutes were approved as 
presented. 

- Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: Masih, 
Mooij, Schulz, Sturgeon 

 
 APRIL 2025 BILLS 

- On Motion by Commissioner Forrester and Seconded by Commissioner Davis, by voice vote, 
the April 2025 Mercer County Park Commission Bills were approved as presented. 

- Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: Masih, 
Mooij, Schulz, Sturgeon 
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 APRIL 2025 REVENUE REPORT 

- On Motion by Commissioner Forrester and Seconded by Commissioner Koontz, by voice vote, 
the April 2025 Mercer County Park Commission Revenue Report was approved as presented. 

- Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: Masih, 
Mooij, Schulz, Sturgeon 

 
Nanci Lambert, Chief of Finance and Accounts, provided some key observations: 

• As anticipated, there has been a comeback for golf.   
• Marina revenue currently appears negative due to reporting timing; figures will be reported 

in May. 
• Early revenue is showing for concert ticket sales and pool passes due to advance sales being 

available this year.  
 

 EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 
- Samantha Smith, Grant Manager, was recognized as Employee of the Month. 

 
 COMMUNICATIONS  

- John Kostin Concludes Sensational Run as MCPC Director of Golf 
- Rosedale Park Gets Massive Grant for Playground Improvements 
- Trenton Area STEM Council-Expanding Education in the Capital City 

 
 OLD BUSINESS 

 
− Connor Moffatt, General Manager, reported on golf operations and maintenance.  

• Courses are very busy with outings and events including:   
- Mt. View- Public High School Boys State Championship, St. Gregs, Happy Smiles, 

Sunnybrae, Hurricane Golf Tour Regional Junior Tournament 
- Mercer Oaks- Mercer County High School Boys County Tournament, Double Course 

outings- Babe Ruth, Princeton Chamber, Wayne Deangelo, Giambellua 
- Hopewell Valley- PGA Jr. team starts Saturday 
- Princeton- Princeton Hockey Alumni Group, First Tee Programming is continuing with 

multiple events 
• Aerification practices are complete at all facilities; chemical applications are being applied 

regularly, along with fertilizer applications; and annual flowers have been planted at 
facilities. 

• College interns have begun at all facilities, along with new hires and seasonal positions. 
 

− Dean Gray, Director of Recreation & Events, reported on the kickoff of the busy recreation 
& events season. 
• May 17 – 18: Megabite Food Festival (1 day only due to weather) 
• May 31: Greenwood Cemetery Memorial Service 
• May 31 – June 1: Sunburst Soccer Tournament 
• May 31 – June 1: USSSA Girls Fastpitch Softball Tournament 
• May 28 – June 1: NCAA Div. I, II, III Women’s Rowing Championships (2,500 athletes 

and spectators daily) 
• June 7: Mercer County Division of Culture & Heritages Cultural Festival 

 



Mercer County Park Commission Meeting Minutes - May 28, 2025 
 

 Page 3 

 NEW BUSINESS 
- RESOLUTIONS: 

 
R-1 MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION AUTHORIZES THE EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR TO EXERCISE THE OPTION TO EXTEND THE COMPETITIVE 
CONTRACT WITH BLEND BAR AND BISTRO FOR MOBILE BEER AND WINE 
CONCESSIONAIRE SERVICES FOR THE MERCER COUNTY PARK 
COMMISSION. PERIOD: JULY 1, 2025, THROUGH JUNE 30, 2026. AMOUNT: 
$175.00 PER EVENT PAID TO PARK COMMISSION. ALL OTHER TERMS 
REMAIN THE SAME [YEAR FOUR (4)] (CC2022-08) 

 
− On Motion by Commissioner Koontz, Seconded by Commissioner Martinez 
− Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: 

Masih, Mooij, Schulz, Sturgeon 
 
R-2 AMEND RESOLUTION NO. PC2024-52, ADOPTED OCTOBER 30, 2024 AND THE 

MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION AUTHORIZES THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE AN AMENDMENT TO THE PARTIAL AWARD OF BID 
CONTRACT WITH MULTIPLE VENDORS FOR ON-CALL INVASIVE SPECIES 
MANAGEMENT AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE MERCER 
COUNTY PARK COMMISSION. ‘AMEND TO INCREASE THE TOTAL 
CONTRACT BUDGET AMOUNT BY +$50,000.00.’ REVISED CONTRACT 
AMOUNT: $205,000.00. ALL OTHER TERMS REMAIN THE SAME 
(AMENDMENT NO. 1) (AB2024-20)    
PRINCETON HYDRO: +10,000.00 (C25-0123)  
HGS: +40,000.00 (C25-0124)  

  
− On Motion by Commissioner Forrester, Seconded by Commissioner Martinez 
− Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: 

Masih, Mooij, Schulz, Sturgeon 
 

Commissioner Koontz asked for an explanation for the increase. 
Mike Long responded that NJ Fish & Wildlife has granted permission for the use of 
herbicide application in a 20-acre area that was off-limits when the bid specifications 
were developed.  

 
R-3 AMEND RESOLUTION NO PC2022-102, ADOPTED DECEMBER 14, 2022 AND 

THE MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION AUTHORIZES THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE AN AMENDMENT TO THE PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES CONTRACT WITH PENNONI ASSOCIATES, FOR DESIGN AND 
PERMITTING SERVICES FOR MIRY RUN AT DAM SITE 21, TOWNSHIPS OF 
HAMILTON, ROBBINSVILLE AND WEST WINDSOR. ‘AMEND TO INCREASE 
THE TOTAL CONTRACT AMOUNT BY +$55,000.00. REVISED CONTRACT 
AMOUNT: $548,440.00 ALL OTHER TERMS REMAIN THE SAME (AMENDMENT 
NO. 3)  
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− On Motion by Commissioner Forrester, Seconded by Commissioner Koontz 
− Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: 

Masih, Mooij, Schulz, Sturgeon 
 

Commissioner Koontz asked for an explanation for the increase. 
Executive Director Joseph Pizza and Director of Park Planning Jeremy McDermott 
explained that the certain changes to the original project scope required additional 
design and permitting.  
 

R-4 AMEND RESOLUTION NO. PC2020-93, ADOPTED OCTOBER 28, 2020, AND THE 
MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION AUTHORIZES AN AMENDMENT 
(AMENDMENT NO. 4) TO THE GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE NATIONAL 
FISH AND WILDLIFE FOUNDATION FOR THE PERMITTING, DESIGN AND 
PARTIAL INSTALLATION OF A LIVING SHORELINE AND ECOLOGICALLY 
FRIENDLY BOAT RAMP IN ROEBLING PARK. ‘AMEND TO REDUCE THE 
PROJECT SCOPE; REDUCE OVERALL PROJECT COSTS; REDUCE MATCH 
FUNDING AMOUNTS AND REVISE THE TIME PERIOD THROUGH MAY 31, 
2026’. AMENDED MATCH FUNDS: [MERCER COUNTY PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND MATCH AMOUNT: $262,877.00 
(51%); REDUCED BY -$22,403.00 (-8%) (MERCER COUNTY PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND EXPENDITURES - 2020 THROUGH 
2024 ROEBLING PARK FRESHWATER TIDAL WETLANDS RESTORATION 
PROJECT AMOUNT: $173,677.00; ANTICIPATED  PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND EXPENDITURES - 2025 ROEBLING PARK 
FRESHWATER TIDAL WETLANDS RESTORATION PROJECT AMOUNT: 
$89,200.00)]; [MERCER COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT VIA NEW JERSEY 
GREEN ACRES LOCAL STEWARDSHIP WATSONS CREEK LIVING 
SHORELINE GRANT AMOUNT: $100,000.00 (19%); REDUCED BY -$50,000.00 (-
33%)]; [IN-KIND MATCHING TOTAL AMOUNT: $5,687.00 (1%); REDUCED BY -
$24,800.00 (-81%)]. AMENDED TOTAL PROJECT COST: $518,564.00; 
[NATIONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE FOUNDATION AMOUNT: $150,000.00 
(29%)]; [AMENDED TOTAL MATCHING FUNDS FOR TOTAL PROJECT COST: 
$368,564.00 (71%)] 

 
− On Motion by Commissioner Forrester, Seconded by Commissioner Hritz 
− Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: 

Masih, Mooij, Schulz, Sturgeon 
 

Commissioner Koontz asked for clarification. 
Grant Manager, Samantha Smith, explained that the project scope was reduced based 
on feedback received from Federal tribes as part of the permitting process. The grant 
agreement was amended to reflect the updated scope, including a reduction in the 
required match and a period of performance extension. 
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R-5 MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION AUTHORIZES THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE A BLANKET PURCHASE AGREEMENT WITH SMART 
STITCH, INC., THROUGH THE BERGEN COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING 
SYSTEM, FOR THE ON-CALL PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF CLOTHING AND 
FOOTWEAR FOR THE MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION. PERIOD: JUNE 
1, 2025, THROUGH NOVEMBER 28, 2025. AMOUNT UP TO, BUT NOT TO 
EXCEED: $43,000.00 (LOCAL 2287 COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT) 
(CK04; BID NO. 23-43) (CONTRACT NO. C25-0111)   

 
− On Motion by Commissioner Koontz, Seconded by Commissioner Davis 
− Ayes: Davis, Forrester, Hritz, Koontz, Martinez Nays: None Abstain: None Absent: 

Masih, Mooij, Schulz, Sturgeon 
 
 

 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
  

− Personnel Announcements 
• Nanci Lambert has been appointed as Deputy Director of the Park Commission.  
• Sean Hartmann has been appointed as Division Head-General Greens. 

 
- Golf 

• Although May was a very wet month, rounds, range ball and merchandise sales were above 
last year’s numbers.  

 
- Tennis 

• The Tennis Center hosted many events in May including USTA New Jersey Districts, 
Captain’s Appreciation Day, and a Parent/Child Tournament. Next week, the New Jersey 
State High School Championships will be held. 

• Director of Tennis Operations, Marc Vecchiolla, who coached the Mercer County 
Community College for 27 years, will be honored by the National Junior College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA) on June 17 in Charlotte, NC with a Coaches Legacy Award. This is a 
first time-award honoring the top 200 winningest coaches spanning the 90-year history of the 
NJCAA across 28 different sports. 

 
- Recreation & Events 

• To date, we have sold 194 Concert Series Season Passes. Season passes are $25 and include 
access to all seven concerts, preferred parking, fast pass entry, and exclusive perks 
throughout the season. Advance sales for individual concerts are up to 76 tickets. 

 
- Hopewell Pool 

• The weather was not good over the weekend. Attendance was low on Saturday and Sunday; 
however, Monday was a nicer day with around 90 visitors. 

• Programming will be the same as last year with lap lane swimming in the morning, public 
swimming from the afternoon to the evening, and swim lessons in the early evening. We will 
be adding an Aquasize class and a night swim on select days throughout the summer.  

• Lessons are filling up and birthday parties are being booked. 
• Season pass sales to date total $36,000; weekend sales were $3,800. 
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- Marina & Spray Park 
• The Marina and Spray Park opened last weekend and will remain open through Labor Day.  
• The NCAA Division 1 Rowing Championship began today and runs through June 1.    

 
- Stewardship 

• Last month, over 23 acres of lawn at Rosedale and Mercer County Parks were prepped to be 
converted into wildflower meadows. Meadows will be seeded in the coming weeks. 

• Fifteen (15) native shade trees were planted at Mercer County Park earlier this month as part 
of a larger effort to return beneficial canopy back to the park. Additional trees will be added 
in the fall.  

 
- Environmental Education / Nature Center 

• Pontoon Boat River tours start on June 4 and run on select Wednesdays through July. This is 
our first offering of this public series. Tours will highlight the eventful history of the 
Delaware River in Trenton. 

• The historic AJ Meerwald Oyster Schooner docked in Trenton from May 14-18 during its 
tour of New Jersey ports. Environmental Education staff facilitated the visit, culminating in 
a public event on May 18 with free tours and educational activities. 

• The Trenton STEM Council visited the Tulpehaking Nature Center this month. Our education 
team partnered with Splash Classroom to lead professional development activities and 
networking opportunities for Trenton teachers and visiting environmental organizations. 

• Students from Sprout U participated in our third cohort of Youth Art League. This six-week 
series, conducted in partnership with Artworks Trenton, pairs art instruction with outdoor 
experiences that inspire youth art. Students celebrated the exhibit of their art with a public 
reception on May 14. The exhibit runs at the Tulpehaking Nature Center through June 18. 
 

- Capital City Farm 
• Approximately 80% of the farm has been successfully planted. 
• Two monthly growing workshops were hosted, and at least four more are being planned. 
• Open hours began over a month ago. 
• Over $1,000 worth of fruit, vegetables, flowers, and herb plants have been cultivated from 

seed (primarily using donated seeds) in our greenhouse. 
 

- Howell Farm 
• This evening, the Friends of Howell had planned to host their annual Ice Cream Social, 

featuring the flavors of Mercer County’s award-winning maple syrup, strawberries fresh from 
the Trenton Farmer’s Market, and a recipe perfected by renowned New Jersey dairyman, “Ice 
Cream Jim.”  Unfortunately, the weather has forced the event to be rescheduled for next 
Wednesday. 

• Matt Miller, longtime Friends of Howell Farm volunteer and co-creator of the farm’s 28 corn 
mazes, will receive this year’s Schlebecker Award at the annual conference of living history 
farms and agricultural museums held in Little Rock, Arkansas. The award, named after 
Smithsonian curator John T. Schlebecker, recognizes individuals who have made outstanding 
contributions to the growth and development of agricultural museums like Howell Farm. 

• During the month of May, 1,200 school children and 1,500 members of the public 
participated in the farm’s programs. Schools are already reserving space in the farm’s fall 
programs, all of which meet numerous K-12 core curriculum standards in history, language, 
science and art. 
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- Stables 
• May-June programs, including Adaptive Riding, Lessons, EAP, Book Buddies, and Tiny 

Riders started May 6 and run through June 14.  
   

- Wildlife Center 
• Baby season is in full swing with steady telephone calls and new patients.  
• A few unique new patients:  

1. A nestling raven was admitted after the entire nest fell 100 feet inside a barn in Hopewell.   
2. Two hatchling common mergansers, a diving duck, were admitted after found in a 

Lambertville parking lot.  
3. Five nestling, red-bellied woodpeckers were brought to us in a large chunk of a tree trunk. 

The nest of woodpeckers was discovered after the tree was cut down. It took a staff person 
two hours to remove them from the small nest entrance hole in the tree trunk.  

 
− Ballfield Upgrades 

• The first phase is complete, addressing many of the requirements for Major League 
affiliation, such as upgrades to locker rooms, weight room, sauna room, adding a 
commissary, HVAC work, and new batting cage netting, to name a few. The remainder of 
the requirements will be completed during Phase 2, which will begin after this playing season. 

 
 PUBLIC SESSION 

− Kris Grudt, Princeton National Rowing Association, talked about the scheduled for the NCAA 
Women’s Rowing championship and encouraged everyone to come out early. Additionally, he 
thanked Park Commission staff for their work in making the regattas a success this year.  

 
 JUNE 25, 2025 MEETING 

Annual Meeting 
Hopewell Valley Golf Course 
114 Pennington-Hopewell Road 
Hopewell, NJ 08525 

 
 ADJOURNMENT 

- On motion by Commissioner Martinez and seconded by Commissioner Koontz, by voice vote, 
the meeting was adjourned at 6:32 pm.  

 
 
Michelle De Los Santos 
Executive Secretary 
5/28/25 

 


