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WDB Advanced Manufacturing Committee ♦ Chairperson:  Scott Needham  
  

June 10, 2024      2:00 p.m. ♦ Zoom Meeting Minutes  
 
In Attendance 

Scott Needham, Chair, (Princeton Air); Keith Secrest (Kinetics Industries); Dr. Laura Sosa (MCCC), Jen Kaklamanis 
(MCCC); Dr. Gonzalo Perez (MCCC), Larry Banks (NJMEP) 
 
WDB Staff:  Virgen Velez 
 

Welcome & Introductions  

Chair Scott Needham opened the meeting at approximately 2:06 and welcomed the group. 

 

Review of January 8, 2024 Meeting Minutes 

 
A motion to approve the minutes was made by Laura Sosa, seconded by Keith Secrest. The motion carried and minutes 
were approved as submitted. 
 
Update - One Stop Activities - Virgen Velez  

• PY 24 Summer Youth Jobs Connection 
o Employer Partners - 40 
o MCOTES will partner with the Higherup Program in giving us the opportunity to serve youth from the 

Hightstown/East Windsor area. This is a grassroots organization started by two women who are 
interested in helping young people, especially minority youth, to not only graduate from High School 
but to attend college. 

o This seemed like a great partnership as they were looking to find summer employment for youth and 
that is an area that has been under-served due to its location 

o Higherup identified the youth and the employers 

• Job & Career Fairs 
o May Job Fair was cancelled 
o Next Job Fair will be scheduled - October 2024 

 

 



 

 

 
Update MCCC - Dr. Laura Sosa 

• New instructor hired for Fall semester 

• 13 TCHS youth will be taking courses in Adv. Mfg. the Fall at TCHS & at MCCC in the Spring - juniors & seniors 

• Discussion regarding the MCCC Business/ Corporate division partnering with MCOTES for possible program - 
target would be 16-24-year-old youth to include internships 

• Discussion within MCCC regarding reinstating Boot Camp - to include NIMS certification 

• Dr. Perez discussed a leadership conference with leaders from across the State to be held at TCNJ - Dr. Preston 
will be involved 

 
Update - NJMEP - Larry Banks 

• Reintroducing welding 

• Seeking to provide a presentation at TCHS which can then be opened to the community 
 
 
 
Announcements/ Events - none to report 
 
Adjournment - Next Meeting: Quarterly 
 
  September 9, 2024  March 10, 2025 
  December 9, 2024  June 9, 2025 


