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MINUTES

Chair Cimino called the Special Formal Meeting to order at 4:00 PM

The following members of the Board answered the Roll Call of the Clerk to the
Board:

Present — Commissioners Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter and Cimino
Absent — Commissioner Frisby (who arrived at 4:01 PM)

The Clerk to the Board read the Invocation.

Chair Cimino led the Pledge of Allegiance and the Salute to the Flag.

SUNSHINE LAW

It was announced that in accordance with the provisions of the
New Jersey Public Meetings Law, notice of this Meeting has been
mailed to the Trenton Times, the Trentonian, and the Princeton
Packet newspapers as well as having been posted in the
Administration Building and the Courthouse at least 48 hours in advance
of this meeting.
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Chair Cimino announced that there was a special guest present this evening. He
relayed that when he received a phone call from Prosecutor Angelo Onofri, he learned that
Prosecutor Onofri would be retiring on August 1% and he requested to come before the
Board and say some remarks about his time with Mercer County.

Prosecutor Onofri spoke about his 27 years of service with the Prosecutor’s office,
highlighting his last 9 and % years as the Mercer County Prosecutor. He expressed his
anticipation for retirement and proudly shared the news of becoming a grandfather.
Additionally, Prosecutor Onofri mentioned his longstanding relationship with the
Commissioner Board, thanking the Commissioners for their friendship during his tenure.
He fondly recalled working with Commissioners past and present, he said he always looked
forward to attending meetings to find solutions over the years collaboratively. Prosecutor
Onofri shared his long-term collaboration with Commissioner Walter and praised
Commissioner Melker as an exemplary public servant. He commended Commissioner
Stokes for his work with the youth in the City of Trenton and thanked Chair Cimino for his
friendship and support. Prosecutor Onofti said he would be remiss if he did not thank
Clerk, Jerlene H. Worthy and her staff for being a pleasure to work with and assisting his
office when needed.

Commissioner Walter expressed her gratitude to Prosecutor Onofri for always
conducting himself as a gentleman and for effectively managing his office with fairness
and honesty. She believed that every prosecutor should possess these qualities, as she
considered their office to be one of integrity, second to none in the State of New Jersey.

Commissioner Frisby stated that while many people talk about public service, it
takes someone who truly understands how to serve. He recalled meeting Prosecutor Onofri
for the first time in 2003 when he was working in the City of Trenton. Frisby recognized
Onoffi as an exceptional public servant who dealt with the violence in the city and sought
out different approaches to engage with residents and communicate with people. Frisby
praised Prosecutor Onofti for his outstanding career and expressed confidence that his
future accomplishments would be even more remarkable.

Commissioner McLaughlin shared that when she heard the news of Prosecutor
Onoftri's retirement, her heart stopped for a second. She expressed her gratitude for
Prosecutor Onofti’s clear guidance during the difficult times in the aftermath of the murder
of George Floyd. She said that Prosecutor Onofri was a clear voice of reason, and felt
she could count on him for guidance through that situation. Upon joining the
Commissioner Board and witnessing Prosecutor Onofti’s day-to-day work, she was further
impressed. Commissioner McLaughlin conveyed her thanks for his impeccable service and
looked forward to his future endeavors.
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Commissioner Stokes thanked Prosecutor Onofri for his service and dedicated
commitment to young people. He applauded how Prosecutor Onofri and his team re-
imagined how prosecutors and local law enforcement interact within the community.
Commissioner Stokes was appreciative of all of his hard work and dedication.

Commissioner Melker extended her heartfelt thanks to Prosecutor Onofii for his
outstanding community service and expressed her excitement about the prospect of
collaborating with him in the future.

Chair Cimino expressed his sincere gratitude and thanked Prosecutor Onofri on
behalf of the 365,000 residents of Mercer County and the Administration. He applauded
his years of service and wished him all the best in the next chapter of life with his

granddaughter.

Chair Cimino announced that the purpose of this Special Formal Meeting was for
the Board to take action on the following proposed Resolutions and public hearing on the
2024 Mercer County Budget as Amended:

AMENDMENTS TO THE 2024 INTRODUCED BUDGET
OF THE COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY

2024 LIBRARY BUDGET

ADOPTION OF THE 2024 MERCER COUNTY BUDGET
AS AMENDED

Chair Cimino reconvened the Public Hearing on the Amendments to the 2024
Introduced Budget of the County of Mercer, New Jersey.

Chair Cimino asked if there were any questions or comments.

There were no comments.

Commissioner Frisby moved, “To Close the Public Hearing”, seconded by
Commissioner Walter.

VOTE ON MOTION
Ayes-7. Nays-0. Abstain-0. Absent-0.
Ayes — Commissioners Frisby, Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter and

Cimino
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Commissioner Walter offered the following Resolution, seconded by
Commissioner Frisby:

NO. 2024-401 AMENDMENT TO THE 2024 INTRODUCED
BUDGET OF THE COUNTY OF MERCER,
NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED:
Ayes-7. Nays-0. Abstain-0. Absent-0.
Ayes — Commissioners Frisby, Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter and

Cimino

Commissioner Melker offered the following Resolution, seconded by
Commissioner Lewis:

NO. 2024-402 2024 LIBRARY BUDGET

ADOPTED:
Ayes-7. Nays-0. Abstain-0. Absent-0.
Ayes — Commissioners Frisby, Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter and

Cimino

2024 MERCER COUNTY BUDGET

Chair Cimino announced the opening of the Public Hearing on the 2024 Mercer
County Budget of the County of Mercer, New Jersey;

Chair Cimino asked if there were any questions or comments.

Seeing none

Commissioner Frisby moved, “To Close the Public Hearing”, seconded by
Commissioner Stokes.

VOTE ON MOTION
Ayes-7. Nays-0. Abstain-0. Absent-0.
Ayes — Commissioners Frisby, Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter and

Cimino
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Commissioner Frisby offered the following Resolution, seconded by
Commissioner Stokes:

NO. 2024-403 ADOPTION OF THE 2024 BUDGET AS
AMENDED

ADOPTED:
Ayes-7. Nays-0. Abstain-0. Absent-0.
Ayes — Commissioners Frisby, Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter and

Cimino

At this time, Chair Cimino invited the members of the public to comment on
any item listed on the agenda.

There were no comments.

A Motion to Adjourn the Special Formal Meeting was offered by Commissioner
Frisby, seconded by Commissioner Lewis, which motion was adopted by the unanimous
vote of the members of the Board.

VOTE ON MOTION
Ayes- 7. Nays - 0. Abstain - 0. Absent - 0.
Present — Commissioners Frisby, Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter and Cimino

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 4:30 PM

.

Jerlene H. Worthy, Clerk tgf the Board



