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MINUTES

Chair Cimino called the Formal Meeting to order at 7:25 P.M. on March 14, 2024, in
Room 211 of the Joyce L. McDade Administration Building, 640 South Broad Street,

Trenton, New Jersey.

The following members of the Board answered the Roll Call of the Deputy Clerk to
the Board:

Present — Commissioners Lewis, Melker, Stokes, Walter and Cimino
Absent — Commissioners Frisby, and McLaughlin

The Deputy Clerk to the Board read the Invocation.

Chair Cimino led the Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to the Flag.

SUNSHINE LAW

The Deputy Clerk to the Board announced that in accordance with the provisions of
the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law, notice of this Formal Meeting had been mailed
to The Trenton Times, The Trentonian and The Princeton Packet newspapers as well as
having been posted in both the County Administration Building and Courthouse at least

forty-eight (48) hours in advance of the meeting.




-

At this time, Chair Cimino invited the members of the public to comment on any
item listed on the Agenda.

There were no comments.

COMMUNICATIONS

From Katherine Fenton-Newman, Municipal Clerk, Hopewell Township, dated February
22, 2024: RE: Hopewell Township Resolutions 24-66 and 24-70.

From Christopher R. Marion, County Administrator, dated March 12, 2024: RE: New
Jersey Development and Redevelopment Plan Update.

RESOLUTIONS

With the Exception of Resolution Nos R-3 and R-7, the Deputy Clerk to the Board
called for a Motion to Vote in Block on the following Resolutions listed on the Agenda.

Commissioner Walter moved, seconded by Commissioner Stokes, that:

RESOLUTION NOS. R-1 THROUGH R-2. R-4 THROUGH R-6, R-8 THROUGH R
31 ON THE AGENDA “BE VOTED ON IN BLOCK”

VOTE ON MOTION

Ayes — 5. Nays - 0. Abstain -0. Absent -2.

Ayes — Commissioners Lewis, Melker, Stokes, Walter, and Cimino
Absent- Commissioner Frisby, and McLaughlin

Commissioner Frisby offered the following Resolutions, seconded by Commissioner
Lewis:

NO. 2024-133 MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS AUTHORIZES PAYMENT TO RENCOR
INC., FOR THE EMERGENCY REHABILITATION OF
CHERRY VALLEY ROAD OVER BRANCH OF STONY
BROOK BRIDGE #335.5 LOCATED IN PRINCETON, NIJ.
AMOUNT: $138,275.00



NO. 2024-134

NO. 2024-135

NO. 2024-136

NO. 2024-137
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MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
AUTHORIZES COMPETITIVE = CONTRACTING FOR
BALLOT PRINTING SERVICES FOR THE MERCER
COUNTY CLERK. PERIOD: JUNE 1, 2024 THROUGH MAY
31,2026

AMEND RESOLUTION NO. 2023-497 ADOPTED JULY 20,
2023 AND COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE
BOARD AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE AMENDMENT NO.
1 TO THE COMPETITIVE CONTRACT WITH UNION
COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
(UCEDC) TO PROVIDE CONSULTING SERVICES FOR
THE MANAGEMENT OF SMALL BUSINESS
INVESTMENT PROGRAMS FOR THE COUNTY OF
MERCER. AMEND RESOLUTION TO INCREASE
CONTRACT AMOUNT BY AN ADDITIONAL $240,000.00.
REVISED CONTRACT AMOUNT $590,000.00 (CC2023-05
ARPA) (AMENDMENT NO. 1)

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE
BOARD AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE A COMPETITIVE
CONTRACT WITH THE GLORY FIRM LLC TO PROVIDE
PROFESSIONAL LEGAL SERVICES FOR THE MERCER
PATH FORWARD PROGRAM FOR EXPUNGEMENT
SERVICES FOR THE COUNTY OF MERCER .PERIOD:
MARCH 1, 2024 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2026. TOTAL
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED: $500,000.00 (CC2023-09B
ARPA)

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE A COMPETITIVE
CONTRACT WITH HEALTH  MANAGEMENT
ASSOCIATES, INC., FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH
ACCREDITATION BOARD (PHAB) ACCREDITATION
PREP CONSULTANTS. PERIOD: FEBRUARY 1, 2024
THROUGH JUNE 30, 2024. AMOUNT: $89,110.00 (NJDOH
STRENGTHENING PATHWAY B GRANT FUNDS; NO
COUNTY FUNDS)



NO. 2024-138

NO. 2024-139

NO. 2024-140
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COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH SHI
INTERNATIONAL CORP FOR THE PURCHASE OF PROOF
POINT EMAIL PROTECTION BUNDLE/REMOTE SYSLOG,
EMAIL FRAUD DEFENSE & DMARC PROTECTION
COUNTYWIDE SOFTWARE RENEWAL THROUGH THE
COUNTY OF BERGEN COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM
FOR THE OFFICE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY.
PERIOD: MARCH 30, 2024 THROUGH MARCH 29, 2025.
TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED: $85,650.65. CK04-
BERGEN (BID#22-24)

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE CHANGE ORDER NO. 2
AND FINAL PAYMENT WITH CMS CONSTRUCTION
INC., FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF MERCER COUNTY
BRIDGE NO. 415.2 CARRYING LOWER FERRY ROAD
OVER GOLD RUN, TOWNSHIP OF EWING,
COUNTY OF MERCER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
DECREASE: $63,435.50 (-2.83%) REVISED CONTRACT
AMOUNT: $2,174,567.50

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES AGREEMENT (AWARDED THROUGH A FAIR
AND OPEN PROCESS) WITH TRAFFIC PLANNING AND
DESIGN, INC., TO PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION SERVICES
FOR THE ROADWAY SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS FOR
VARIOUS GUIDE RAIL LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT
MERCER COUNTY, NJDOT JOB NO. 2207323, FEDERAL
PROJECT NO. STBG-D00S (550) CON, TERM: UNTIL
COMPLETION OF SERVICES. AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED
$92,994.00



NO. 2024-141

NO. 2024-142

NO. 2024-143

NO. 2024-144

NO. 2024-145

NO. 2024-146
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RESCIND RESOLUTION NO. 2023-974, ADOPTED
DECEMBER 21, 2023 FOR ACCEPTANCE OF DEED OF
DEDICATION FROM PARKWAY AVENUE OWNER, LLC
TO THE COUNTY OF MERCER FOR PURPOSE OF ROAD
WIDENING ALONG BLOCK 374, PORTION OF LOT 4.02,
EWING TOWNSHIP, MERCER COUNTY FUNDS: $1.00

RESCIND RESOLUTION NO. 2023-975, ADOPTED
DECEMBER 21, 2023 FOR ACCEPTANCE OF DEED OF
EASEMENT FROM PARKWAY AVENUE OWNER, LLC TO
THE COUNTY OF MERCER FOR PURPOSE OF ROAD
WIDENING ALONG BLOCK 374, PORTION OF LOT 4.02,
EWING TOWNSHIP, MERCER COUNTY FUNDS: $1.00

RESCIND RESOLUTION NO. 2023-976, ADOPTED
DECEMBER 21, 2023 FOR ACCEPTANCE OF A SIGHT
TRIANGLE EASEMENT FROM PARKWAY AVENUE
OWNER, LLC TO THE COUNTY OF MERCER ALONG
BLOCK 374, PORTION OF LOT 4.02, EWING TOWNSHIP,
MERCER COUNTY FUNDS: $1.00

ACCEPTANCE OF DEED OF EASEMENT FROM PARKWAY
AVENUE II URBAN RENEWAL, LLC TO THE COUNTY OF
MERCER ALONG BLOCK 374, PART OF LOT 4.02, EWING
TOWNSHIP, MERCER COUNTY FUNDS: $1.00

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MERCER COUNTY’S
PARTICIPATION IN THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN  CROSS-ACCEPTANCE
PROCESS

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE AN  AIRPORT
OBSTRUCTION REMOVAL AND RIGHT OF ENTRY
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF MERCER
AND THOMAS AND LISA HARTER, FOR REMOVAL OF
TREES, REPLACEMENT, AND PLANTINGS NEAR THE
TRENTON-MERCER AIRPORT. COST NOT TO EXCEED:
$10.00



NO. 2024-147

NO. 2024-148

NO. 2024-149

NO. 2024-150

NO. 2024-151

NO. 2024-152
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COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE A LEASE EXTENSION WITH
BCJ&R ASSOCIATES, C/O DAVID DAFILOU, FOR THE
MERCER COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE. ANNUAL
RENT $79,063.42 (FIRST FLOOR) AND $12,180.00
(SECOND FLOOR), RESPECTIVELY; TOTAL ANNUAL
RENT: $91,243.42 PLUS 40% OF THE SNOW
MAINTENANCE BILLS. TERM: FEBRUARY 1, 2024
THROUGH JANUARY 31,2026 WITH AN OPTION TO OPT
OUT OF BALANCE OF SECOND YEAR WITH 6 MONTH
NOTICE TO LANDLORD

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO “EXERCISE THE OPTION TO EXTEND”
THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTRACT (AWARDED
THROUGH A FAIR AND OPEN PROCESS) WITH THE
ACTUARIAL ADVANTAGE INC, TO PROVIDE
ACTUARIAL SERVICES FOR THE MERCER COUNTY
INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION. AMOUNT NOT TO
EXCEED $8.,615.00 PERIOD: JANUARY 1, 2024 THROUGH
DECEMBER 31, 2024

APPOINTMENT OF DR. AAMIR A. REHMAN TO SERVE
AS A MEMBER OF THE MERCER COUNTY COMMUNITY
COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS RECOGNIZE THE MONTH OF MARCH
AS IRISH HERITAGE HISTORY MONTH IN MERCER
COUNTY

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND MERCER COUNTY BOARD
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CELEBRATES MARCH
AS WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH IN MERCER COUNTY

REJECTION OF BIDS RECEIVED ON FEBRUARY 7, 2024
FOR  FULFILLMENT SERVICES FOR  THE
SUPERINTENDENT OF ELECTIONS FOR A PERIOD OF
TWO (2) YEARS (AB2024-03)



NO. 2024-153

NO. 2024-154

NO. 2024-155

NO. 2024-156

NO. 2024-157

NO. 2024-158

NO. 2024-159

NO. 2024-160

NO. 2024-161

-

COUNTY OF MERCER 2024 TEMPORARY BUDGET
APPROPRIATIONS

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES AGREEMENT (AWARDED THROUGH A NON-
FAIR AND OPEN PROCESS) WITH THE LAW FIRM OF
RAINONE COUGHLIN MINCHELLO TO REPRESENT
MERCER COUNTY CLERK PAULA SOLLAMI
COVELLO’S INTERESTS IN CERTAIN LITIGATION
ENCAPTIONED KIM, ET AL. v. HANLON. ET AL.; CIVIL
ACTION NO. 24-cv-1098. AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED:
$17,500.00. PERIOD: MARCH 1, 2024 THROUGH
FEBRUARY 28, 2025 (COUNTY FUNDS)

APPOINTMENT OF JOSEPH T. CLAFFEY TO SERVE ON
THE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT BOARD

APPOINTMENT OF MARVIN B. ROSS TO SERVE ON THE
MERCER COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

APPOINTMENT OF CARLOS DOEL HENDRICKS-
VERDEJO TO SERVE ON THE WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT BOARD

REAPPOINTMENT OF ALAN M. HERSHEY TO SERVE ON
THE OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION BOARD

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATION RESERVE TRANSFER
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A 40A:4-59

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND MERCER COUNTY BOARD
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS RECOGNIZE MARCH AS
AMERICAN RED CROSS MONTH IN MERCER COUNTY

APPOINTMENT OF RAVI PATNI TO SERVE ON THE
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT BOARD
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VOTE ON RESOLUTIONS:

Ayes —5. Nays-0. Abstain-0. Absent-2.
Ayes — Commissioners Lewis, Melker, Stokes, Walter, and Cimino
Absent- Commissioner Frisby, and McLaughlin

Commissioner Walter offered the following Resolutions, seconded by Commissioner

Melker:

NO. 2024-162

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO “EXERCISE THE OPTION TO EXTEND”
THE EXTRAORDINARY, UNSPECIFIABLE SERVICES
(E.U.S.) AGREEMENT (AWARDED THROUGH A NON-
FAIR AND OPEN PROCESS) WITH J.A. MONTGOMERY
RISK CONTROL FOR RISK/LOSS CONTROL SERVICES
FOR THE MERCER COUNTY INSURANCE FUND
COMMISSION. PERIOD: JANUARY 1, 2024 THROUGH
DECEMBER 31, 2024. AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED
$143,645.00

VOTE ON RESOLUTIONS:

Ayes —4. Nays-0. Abstain-1. Absent-2.

Ayes — Commissioners Lewis, Melker, Stokes, and Walter
Absent- Commissioner Frisby, and McLaughlin

Abstain- Chair Cimino

Commissioner Stokes offered the following Resolutions, seconded by Commissioner

Lewis:

NO. 2024-163

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE
BOARD AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE A COMPETITIVE
CONTRACT WITH NW FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC TO
PROVIDE FINANCIAL ADVISORY CONSULTING
SERVICES FOR THE COUNTY OF MERCER. PERIOD:
MARCH 1, 2024 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28,2025 WITH AN
OPTION TO EXTEND FOR A ONE (1) YEAR PERIOD.
TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED: $150,000.00 (CC2023-
22)
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VOTE ON RESOLUTIONS:

Ayes —4. Nays-0. Abstain-1. Absent-2.

Ayes — Commissioners Lewis, Melker, Stokes, and Cimino
Absent- Commissioner Frisby, and McLaughlin

Abstain- Commissioner Walter

ORDINANCE- ADOPTION AND SECOND READING

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SPEED LIMITS ALONG
COUNTY ROUTE 654 (HOPEWELL-PENNINGTONROAD/
WEST BROAD STREET), HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP,
HOPEWELL BOROUGH, MERCER COUNTY

The Deputy Clerk to the Board acknowledged receipt of a memorandum from County
Executive Dan Benson dated March 6, 2024, whereby he indicated that he had reviewed the
above named Ordinance and found no negative overriding implication; and therefore, he
recommended adoption of the Ordinance.

The Deputy Clerk to the Board announced that said Ordinance has been properly
advertised in accordance with the State Statute and all requirements had been complied with.

Chair Cimino announced the opening of the Public Hearing on said Ordinance.

Commissioner Walter moved, “To Close the Public Hearing”, seconded by
Commissioner Melker.

VOTE ON MOTION:
Ayes —5. Nays-0. Abstain-0. Absent -2.
Ayes — Commissioners Lewis, Melker, Stokes, Walter, and Cimino
Absent- Commissioner Frisby, and McLaughlin

Commissioner Walter offered the following Ordinance, seconded by Commissioner
Melker:
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ORDINANCE NO 2024-2

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SPEED LIMITS ALONG
COUNTY ROUTE 654 (HOPEWELL-PENNINGTON ROAD/
WEST BROAD STREET), HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP,
HOPEWELL BOROUGH, MERCER COUNTY

VOTE ON ORDINANCE:

Ayes —5. Nays—0. Abstain—0. Absent -2.

Ayes — Commissioners Lewis, , Melker, Stokes, and Walter
Absent- Commissioner Frisby, and McLaughlin

RESCIND ORDINANCE NO. 2013-13, ADOPTED MAY 21,
2013, AMENDING SPEED LIMITS ALONG BROAD
STREET (CR 654) AND LOUELLEN STREET (CR 518),
HOPEWELL BOROUGH, MERCER COUNTY

The Deputy Clerk to the Board acknowledged receipt of a memorandum from County
Executive Dan Benson dated March 6, 2024, whereby he indicated that he had reviewed the
above named Ordinance and found no negative overriding implication; and therefore, he
recommended adoption of the Ordinance.

The Deputy Clerk to the Board announced that said Ordinance has been properly
advertised in accordance with the State Statute and all requirements had been complied with.

Chair Cimino announced the opening of the Public Hearing on said Ordinance.

Commissioner Stokes moved, “To Close the Public Hearing”, seconded by
Commissioner Walter.
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VOTE ON MOTION:

Ayes —5. Nays-0. Abstain-0. Absent-2.

Ayes — Commissioners Lewis, Melker, Stokes, Walter, and Cimino
Absent- Commissioner Frisby, and McLaughlin

Commissioner Stokes offered the following Ordinance, seconded by Commissioner

Lewis:
ORDINANCE NO 2024-3

RESCIND ORDINANCE NO. 2013-13, ADOPTED MAY 21,
2013, AMENDING SPEED LIMITS ALONG BROAD
STREET (CR 654) AND LOUELLEN STREET (CR 518),
HOPEWELL BOROUGH, MERCER COUNTY

VOTE ON ORDINANCE:

Ayes —5. Nays—0. Abstain—0. Absent-2.

Ayes — Commissioners Lewis, , Melker, Stokes, and Walter
Absent- Commissioner Frisby, and McLaughlin

ADOPT AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO.
2000- 15, ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 28, 2000,
ESTABLISHING SPEED LIMITS ALONG COUNTY ROUTE
518, LAMBERTVILLE - HOPEWELL TURNPIKE
(LOUELLEN STREET / BROAD STREET), HOPEWELL
TOWNSHIP, HOPEWELL BOROUGH, MERCER COUNTY

The Deputy Clerk to the Board acknowledged receipt of a memorandum from County
Executive Dan Benson dated March 6, 2024, whereby he indicated that he had reviewed the
above named Ordinance and found no negative overriding implication; and therefore, he
recommended adoption of the Ordinance.

The Deputy Clerk to the Board announced that said Ordinance has been properly
advertised in accordance with the State Statute and all requirements had been complied with.

Chair Cimino announced the opening of the Public Hearing on said Ordinance.
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Commissioner Walter moved, “To Close the Public Hearing”, seconded by
Commissioner Lewis.

VOTE ON MOTION:
Ayes —5. Nays - 0. Abstain-0. Absent-2.
Ayes — Commissioners Lewis, Melker, Stokes, Walter, and Cimino
Absent- Commissioner Frisby, and McLaughlin

Commissioner Walter offered the following Ordinance, seconded by Commissioner

Melker:
ORDINANCE NO 2024-4

ADOPT AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO.
2000- 15, ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 28, 2000,
ESTABLISHING SPEED LIMITS ALONG COUNTY ROUTE
518, LAMBERTVILLE - HOPEWELL TURNPIKE
(LOUELLEN STREET / BROAD STREET), HOPEWELL
TOWNSHIP, HOPEWELL BOROUGH, MERCER COUNTY

VOTE ON ORDINANCE:

Ayes —5. Nays-0. Abstain-0. Absent-2.

Ayes — Commissioners Lewis, Melker, Stokes, Walter, and Cimino
Absent- Commissioner Frisby, and McLaughlin

PUBLIC SECTION

At this time, Chair Cimino invited the members of the public to comment on any
item listed on the agenda.

There were no comments.

FORMAL MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:36 PM

Lot/ Mg

EBONY WITHERSPOON
DEPUTY CLERK TO THE BOARD

KO
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MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
INFORMAL MEETING OF MARCH 14, 2024
MINUTES

Chair Cimino called the Formal Meeting to order at 6:04 P.M. on March 14, 2024
in Room 211 of the Joyce L. McDade Administration building, 640 South Broad Street,

Trenton, New Jersey.

The following members of the Board answered the Roll Call of the Deputy Clerk

to the Board:

Present — Commissioners Lewis, Melker, Stokes, Walter and Cimino
Absent — Commissioners Frisby, and McLaughlin

Chair Cimino led the Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to the Flag.

SUNSHINE LAW

The Deputy Clerk to the Board announced that in accordance with the provision of
the New Jersey Open Public Meeting Law, notice of this Formal Meeting had been mailed
to The Trenton Times, The Trentonian and The Princeton Packet newspapers as well as
having been posted in both the County Administration Building and Courthouse at lease

forty-eight (48) hours in advance of the meeting.
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PRESENTATION

Commissioner Walter informed the Board she recently visited the Union Firehouse
for an award ceremony and she shared that the firchouse had recruited 35 volunteers that
were comprised of local EMTs and members of the American Red Cross. Commissioner
Walter felt that besides from the American Red Cross, no other volunteer organization has
made a greater impact on local communities, and as well as volunteering globally. She said
every time there was a disaster the American Red Cross was there. Commissioner Walter
was proud to recognize Mercer County’s local chapter of the organization.

Kim Goetz, N.J. Red Cross Central Region Executive Director, addressed the
Board. Ms. Goetz emphasized that the Red Cross was comprised of neighbors that were
willing to help neighbors; they are always on call. She shared that the local chapter of the
American Red Cross was managed by 90% volunteers who were always “on call”, and
willing to donate blood. Ms. Goetz said they were eager to provide services where aide was
required in addition to assisting the armed forces.

Commissioner Walter requested a round of applauses for the American Red Cross
volunteers present this evening and she invited them to take photographs with the
Commissioners as she presented each of them with a proclamation.

County Executive, Dan Benson, expressed in length the extensive work
accomplished by the American Red Cross. He commended them, and he admiringly shared
that because The American Red Cross was at the front line, the amount of data collected
by them was what helped shape legislations on home fire and the sprinkler system;
legislators were able to understand where to deploy assistance and how to train resources.

County Executive Benson introduced five appointees present this evening as
members of various Mercer County Board positions. The Board of Commissioners
interviewed and welcomed each appointee.

1. Dr. Aamir A. Rehman - The Mercer County Community College Board of
Trustees

Joseph T. Claffey - The Workforce Development Board

Marvin B. Ross - The Mercer County Planning Board

Carlos Doel Hendricks-Verdejo - The Workforce Development Board

Ravi Patni - The Workforce Development Board

k- albad L
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Joseph T. Claffey shared he was currently employed by Mercer County Community
College as the Vice President for Advancement and Strategic Partnerships.

Commissioner Stokes asked Mr. Claffey how the relationships between Mercer
County Community College and the Workforce Development Board benefit the college
students that were matriculating through the college.

Mr. Claffey answered that the college has both degree and non-degree programs
and, in their journey, through the Workforce Development, students are required to go
through education studies oy, through workforce trainings. He said the college deploys a
diversified workforce that ultimately has an economic impact on the county as a whole.

Carlos Doel Hendricks-Verdejo shared he was excited about this new opportunity
and he hoped to continue to make a difference for youth through the workforce.

Commissioner Stokes asked how Mr. Hendricks-Verdejo planned to merge his
previous experience in the non-profit sector with his new position with the Workforce
Development Board.

Mr. Hendricks-Verdejo answered that individuals were still the same, and they still
need guidance. He said with his knowledge he would be able to offer programs for the
needs of each youth.

Mr. Marvin B. Ross shared he had forty years of working experience with various
capacities at the Department of Environmental Protection and at the Office of Legislations.
Mr. Ross said since retirement, he had been volunteering and substitute teaching three days
a week at Trenton Central High School.

Dr. Aamir A. Rehman, current chair of Mercer County Community College
Foundation, said the college was an inspiration to him. Mr. Rehman felt county residents
had the right to a great education and during the Covid epidemic the college’s foundation
board worked to keep the college operating; as a result, the college’s assets soared to fifteen
million for the first time in its history.

Commissioner Melker commended Dr. Rehman’s enthusiasm and shared that it
has been a pleasure working with him.

Commissioner Lewis asked Dr. Rehman what task he was most excited about
undertaking during his upcoming term.
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Dr. Rehman felt that county residents were unaware of the treasure trove that Mercer
Community County College is. His directive was to promote the college and inform the
residents of all that it has to offer.

Commissioner Stokes asked Dr. Rehman what changes he saw at the college’s
James Kearny Campus (JKC) located in the downtown area of Trenton.

Dr. Rehman felt that students should have to experience both campuses before
graduating. He said he planned to increase enrollment and provide courses on both

campuses.

Mzr. Ravi Patni shared he was currently employed by Pfizer as a research and
development auditor, he served as a member of Robbinsville’s land use board and recently
became a part of the New Jersey Homeland Security Executive Council.

Commissioner Melker commended Mr. Patni’s passion for volunteering, and said
she was thrilled to have him on the board.

Commissioner Stokes asked Mr. Patni’s how his background in pharmaceuticals
would be an advantage for his new position on the board.

Mr. Patni answered New Jersey was a hub for pharmaceuticals and that there were
opportunities available to Mercer County. He felt younger generations were graduating
with more interest in Pharmaceuticals, Information Technology, Finance and Healthcare.

Chair Cimino acknowledged the talent of each appointee and commended them for
their commitments to Mercer County. Chair Cimino expressed his excitement and was
looking forward to working with each member. He felt that their roles as board members
were significant to the operations of their departments. He stressed that collaboration was
key and he reminded them that they were all in this together.

COMMUNICATIONS

Two (2) communications were discussed and approved for placement on the Agenda
for the Formal Meeting of March 14, 2024.

RESOLUTIONS

Thirty-one (31) proposed Resolutions were discussed and approved for placement
on the Agenda for the Formal Meeting of March 14, 2024.



-5

Chair Cimino made reference to the following proposed Resolution regarding
authorization to “exercise the option to extend” the Extraordinary, Unspecifiable Services
(E.U.S.) Agreement (awarded through a non-fair and open process) with J.A. Montgomery
Risk Control for risk/loss control services for the Mercer County Insurance Fund
Commission. Chair Cimino requested to separate the Resolution out of block as he must
abstain from voting on it.

Commissioner Walter made reference to the following proposed Resolution
regarding the authorization to execute a Competitive Contract with NW Financial Group,
LLC, to provide financial advisory consulting services for the County of Mercer.
Commissioner Walter requested to separate the Resolution as she must abstain from voting
on it.

Commissioner Lewis made reference to the following proposed Resolution
regarding authorizing Mercer County’s participation in the “State Development and
Redevelopment Plan” cross-acceptance process. Commissioner Lewis asked the
Administration whether the State planned to share their reports with municipalities.

Regine Delcy, Principal Planner, answered that her team would communicate with
the municipalities to approve any proposal prior to submitting any plans to the State.

Commissioner Walter expressed in detail the importance of a uniformed flood map
noting that one had never been formally adopted. Commissioner Walter highlighted that
the Cross Acceptance Process would only work if all municipalities were on the same page.
Commissioner Walter asked if the State had informed and educated the municipal
representatives on the compositions of the State Plan, the process, and why it was important
that it was accepted and recognized.

Ms. Delcy answered that she would work with the municipalities on coordinating
map uniformity.

Commissioner Stokes asked the Administration how often the maps were updated.
Ms. Delcy answered the state plan should be updated once every ten years.

Christopher Marion, County Administrator, answered the Master plan was updated
approximately 15 years ago and he stressed that the map should reflect geographic changes.
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Commissioner Lewis suggested that once the State plan was adopted that the County
could coordinate municipal training sessions to gain comprehension of the State plan, its
impacts on the County, and how it affects municipalities’ decision making.

Chair Cimino expressed his gratitude toward the Clerk to the Board’s office for
working diligently to prepare for this meeting as the office was consistently bombarded
with late starters.

ORDINANCES - ADOPTION AND SECOND READING

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SPEED LIMITS
ALONG COUNTY ROUTE 654 (HOPEWELL-
PENNINGTON ROAD / WEST BROAD STREET),
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP, HOPEWELL BOROUGH,
MERCER COUNTY

RESCIND ORDINANCE NO. 2013-13, ADOPTED MAY 21,
2013, AMENDING SPEED LIMITS ALONG BROAD
STREET (CR 654) AND LOUELLEN STREET (CR 518),
HOPEWELL BOROUGH, MERCER COUNTY

ADOPT AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO.
2000- 15, ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 28, 2000,
ESTABLISHING SPEED LIMITS ALONG COUNTY
ROUTE 518, LAMBERTVILLE - HOPEWELL TURNPIKE
(LOUELLEN STREET / BROAD STREET), HOPEWELL
TOWNSHIP, HOPEWELL BOROUGH, MERCER
COUNTY

PUBLIC SECTION

At this time Chair Cimino invited the members of the public to comment on
any item listed on the Agenda.

There were no comments.




-
ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the Informal Meeting was offered by Commissioner Stokes and
seconded by Commissioner Walter, which was adopted by the unanimous vote of the
members of the Mercer County Board of County Commissioners.

VOTE ON MOTION:

Ayes - 5. Nays - 0. Abstain —0. Absent -2.

Ayes — Commissioners Lewis, Melker, Stokes, Walter and Cimino
Absent — Commissioners Frisby, and McLaughlin

AGENDA MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:23 PM

EBO&Y WITHERS%ON
DEPUTY CLERK TO THE BOARD
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