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MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FORMAL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 22, 2024

MINUTES

Chair Cimino called the Formal Meeting to order at 6:02 P.M. on February 22, 2024,
in Room 211 of the Joyce L. McDade Administration Building, 640 South Broad Street,

Trenton, New Jersey.

The following members of the Board answered the Roll Call of the Deputy Clerk to
the Board:

Present — Commissioners Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter, and Cimino
Absent — Commissioner Frisby (who arrived at 6:08 PM)

The Deputy Clerk to the Board read the Invocation.

Chair Cimino led the Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to the Flag.

SUNSHINE LAW

The Deputy Clerk to the Board announced that in accordance with the provisions of
the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law, notice of this Formal Meeting had been mailed
to The Trenton Times, The Trentonian and The Princeton Packet newspapers as well as
having been posted in both the County Administration Building and Courthouse at least

forty-eight (48) hours in advance of the meeting.




BLACK HISTORY MONTH PRESENTATION

Chair Cimino was pleased to honor two African-American artists this evening in
honor of Black History Month. He thanked Commissioner Aide, Lisa Feldman for
organizing this evening’s presentation. Commissioner Cimino spoke of two fabulous
women who were members of Ewing Township’s Art Commission and the beautiful
artwork they created. At this time, Chair Cimino requested Commissioner Stokes introduce
the two honorees.

Commissioner Stokes, a proud resident of Ewing was elated to introduce two
members of Ewing’s art commission. He was delighted to honor them this evening and
recognize them for advancing arts throughout Mercer County and the African American
community. First, he introduced Ms. Beverly Keese-Kelly, who was a well-known folk and
silhouette artist in the area who in her free time finds time to volunteer for many worthwhile
endeavors. Secondly, Commissioner Stokes introduced Ms. Marion Johnson, who
perfected her skills in stained glass after retiring from a full career as a teacher in Ewing’s
school district. Commissioner Stokes asked both honorees to come up to the podium and
tell the Board a little about themselves.

Beverly Keese-Kelly informed the Board she graduated in 1985 and began her career
in probation starting in the file room and working her way up to a probation officer. She
mentioned that when she began working her department was located on the 612 side of the
Joyce McDade Administration building; where the meeting was being held and how
fulfilled she was by working in that capacity for over 36 years. She felt her experience came
full circle being present in the same building where she worked all those years and tonight
as an honoree. Ms. Keese-Kelly was so grateful to be here this evening and share with the
Board her passion for art and the many wonderful pieces she created to share with the
community.

Marion Johnson addressed the Board and spoke about her love of the arts and how
she began to hone her skill as a stained-glass artist back in the 1990s. She explained that
she temporarily put her love of art on hold to fulfill her role as both a mother and teacher
but remained steadfast in her passion. Ms. Johnson retired from teaching and was a
volunteer at Homefront but her passion for creating artistic pieces never left her memory.
Her husband encouraged her to pursue her passion and she has been doing so ever since.

The Board collectively thanked Ms. Keese-Kelly and Ms. Johnson for joining them
this evening and looked forward to seeing their continued success as local artists throughout
the community.
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APPOINTMENT

At this time, Chair Cimino asked County Administrator, Christopher Marion to
introduce the appointment this evening.

County Administrator Marion said it was his pleasure to introduce to the Board Mr.
Brady Rivera, a resident of Hamilton who currently works for the State of New Jersey,
Division of Health and was recommended by County Executive Daniel R. Benson to serve
as a member of the Mercer County Board of Social Services.

Commissioner Walter mentioned that she and Commissioner Stokes currently serve
on the Mercer County Board of Social Services and welcomed Mr. Rivera to the Board.
She commented that the Board needed a representative from the Latino community and felt
Mr. Rivera would be a great asset in connecting Latino individuals in need with available
services. Commissioner Walter felt Mr. Rivera would bring a fresh perspective to the Board
and spoke about the many young college students unaware of the qualifications to be eligible
for food assistance.

Commissioner Stokes welcomed Mr. Rivera to the Board and looked forward to
working together in the future.

Mr. Rivera commented that he has been active in public service since college and
enjoyed the opportunity to speak to people about services and how being bilingual was an
asset in speaking to both English and Spanish-speaking communities. He spoke about the
many communities that have more of a Latino population and being able to reach them
regarding health services along with cash and food assistance. Mr. Rivera felt he could
provide his service on a county level and would bring a wide breadth of knowledge to the
Board.

Commissioner Frisby thanked Mr. Rivera for providing the Commissioners with a
brief background and was elated that County Executive Benson nominated him for the
appointment.

At this time, Chair Cimino invited members of the public to comment on any item
listed on the Agenda.

There were no comments.




-4-

COMMISSIONER QUESTIONS

At this time, County Administrator, Christopher Marion addressed the Board. He
received the Commissioner’s questions from Tuesday night’s meeting and wanted to take
this opportunity to provide them with further clarification.

County Administrator Marion referenced Resolution Nos. R-2 and R-4 which
authorized Amendments to Competitive Contracts utilizing the reallocation of County
funds. Mr. Marion explained that these funds were unused funds from various contracts
that did not receive proposals after going out to bid. He said once the process was
completed those funds were then reallocated to different providers to service those in need.

Commissioner Lewis questioned if services were not provided for the proposals that
were never received.

County Administrator Marion agreed.

Commissioner Lewis asked the Administration to keep the Board informed on this
matter. She was concerned that if this continued to happen in the future it could cause gaps
in funding necessary services. Commissioner Lewis felt that identifying those certain gaps
in funding could remedy the situation.

Commissioner Stokes asked how the process worked to reallocate the funds to certain
contracts.

Mr. Marion used Catholic Charities as one example; he explained that they requested
additional funding and then those funds were allocated to that specific contract to provide
additional services.

County Administrator Marion then referenced Resolution Nos. R-7 and R-8, which
were Resolutions authorizing Competitive Contracts with CFG Health Systems for Medical
and Mental Health Services for Inmates at the Mercer County Correction Center. County
Administrator Marion explained that CFG provides a full mental health/behavioral health
screening during the intake process and allows for a social worker to be on-site to complete
the intake process. He mentioned that there was a menu of services that CFG provides and
said he would provide that information to the Board.
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He made reference to R-8 the Resolution authorizing a Competitive Contract with
Morph Mentoring to provide Workforce Training Services for previously incarcerated
individuals. County Administrator Marion explained that Morph was a new company doing
business with the County and he would provide the Board with their proposal of services.

Commissioner Frisby requested further information on the company and asked what
set this organization apart from others.

County Administrator Marion agreed and mentioned that this was a project that was
also slated as part of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding.

Commissioner Stokes asked if there was any interest from Mercer County-based
organizations that could provide the same set of services.

County Administrator Marion mentioned he had no previous working relationship
with Morph or how the contract was awarded.

Chair Cimino commented that local organizations engaging with government entities
can become extremely cumbersome because of the process.

County Administrator Marion felt a discussion about procurement practices and
trying to engage local agencies could be beneficial to attract local businesses to partner with
the County.

Commissioner Frisby concurred. He requested the Administration also take a look
at the set-aside Ordinance because it was his understanding that infrastructure was not
originally outlined in the Ordinance.

County Administrator Marion concluded by referencing R-30 the 2024 Temporary
Budget Appropriations. He discussed with the Board the process the Administration was
taking to ensure all of the County’s needs were being met. County Administrator Marion
informed the Board there was not an overall increase to the budget but this would assist in
meeting contractual needs throughout the first half of the year.
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RESOLUTIONS

Chair Cimino commented that two additional Resolutions are to be added to the
Agenda this evening.

At this time the Deputy Clerk to the Board called for a Motion to Add to the
Agenda the following proposed Resolutions.

Commissioner Frisby moved, seconded by Commissioner Stokes, that:

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO EXECUTE A GRANT AGREEMENT
WITH THE FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION TO CONDUCT A
RUNWAY PROTECTION ZONE STUDY AND OBSTRUCTION
ANALYSIS FOR THE TRENTON-MERCER AIRPORT. FEDERAL
ADMINISTRATION GRANT; AMOUNT: $281,250.00; COUNTY OF
MERCER IN THE AMOUNT OF $31,250.00 TOTAL AMOUNT:
$312,500.00;

And,

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO EXECUTE A GRANT AGREEMENT(S)
WITH THE FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION TO ACQUIRE UP
TO TWO (2) AIRCRAFT RESCUE AND FIRE FIGHTING VEHICLES FOR
THE TRENTON-MERCER AIRPORT. FEDERAL AVIATION
ADMINISTRATION GRANT(S); APPROXIMATE AMOUNT:
$1,063,521.00; COUNTY OF MERCER. APPROXIMATE AMOUNT:
$118,169.00 TOTAL GRANT: $1,181,690.00 “BE_ADDED TO THE

AGENDA”

VOTE ON MOTION
Ayes -7. Nays - 0. Abstain - 0. Absent -0.
Ayes — Commissioners, Frisby, Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter and

Cimino
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At this time, the Deputy Clerk to the Board called for a Motion to Vote in Block on
the following Resolutions listed on the Agenda.

Commissioner Frisby moved, seconded by Commissioner Walter that:

RESOLUTIONS NO. R-1 THROUGH R-31 ON THE AGENDA “BE VOTED ON IN
BLOCK?”

VOTE ON MOTION
Ayes —7. Nays-0. Abstain - 0. Absent -0.
Ayes — Commissioners Frisby, Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter and

Cimino

Commissioner Frisby offered the following Resolutions, seconded by Commissioner
Stokes:

NO. 2024-100 MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS AUTHORIZES COMPETITIVE
CONTRACTING FOR AN ADVERTISING CONCESSION
PROGRAM AT THE TRENTON-MERCER AIRPORT.
PERIOD: MARCH 23, 2024 THROUGH MARCH 22, 2027

NO. 2024-101 AMEND RESOLUTION NO. 2023-854, ADOPTED
DECEMBER 14, 2023 AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY
EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD TO EXECUTE
AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO THE COMPETITIVE CONTRACT
WITH CATHOLIC CHARITIES, DIOCESE OF TRENTON,
FOR THE PROVISION OF SUPPORTED
RESIDENTIAL/SENIOR CASE MANAGEMENT
SERVICES. “AMEND RESOLUTION TO INCREASE THE
CONTRACT AMOUNT BY AN ADDITIONAL $20,750.00
(COUNTY FUNDS). PERIOD: JANUARY 1, 2024
THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2024, WITH AN OPTION TO
EXTEND FOR ONE (1) YEAR. REVISED TOTAL
AMOUNT: $115,050.00 (FY24 COUNTY FUNDS)



NO. 2024-102

NO. 2024-103

NO. 2024-104
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AMEND RESOLUTION NO. 2023-858, ADOPTED
DECEMBER 14, 2023 AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY
EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD TO EXECUTE
A COMPETITIVE CONTRACT WITH JEWISH FAMILY
AND CHILDREN’S SERVICE OF GREATER MERCER
COUNTY FOR THE PROVISION OF CHILDREN’S EARLY
INTERVENTION SERVICES. “AMEND RESOLUTION TO
INCREASE THE CONTRACT AMOUNT BY AN
ADDITIONAL $25,850.00 (FY24 COUNTY FUNDS)
PERIOD: JANUARY 1, 2024 THROUGH DECEMBER 31,
2024, WITH AN OPTION TO EXTEND FOR ONE YEAR.
REVISED TOTAL AMOUNT: $51,700.00 (FY24 COUNTY
FUNDS)

AMEND RESOLUTION NO. 2023-870, ADOPTED
DECEMBER 14, 2023 AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY
EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD TO EXECUTE
AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO THE COMPETITIVE CONTRACT
WITH NAMI MERCER NJ, INC., FOR THE PROVISION OF
THE SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES AND CONSUMERS
PROGRAM. “AMEND RESOLUTION TO INCREASE THE
CONTRACT AMOUNT BY AN ADDITIONAL $20,750.00
(FY24 COUNTY FUNDS). PERIOD: JANUARY 1, 2024
THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2024, WITH AN OPTION TO
EXTEND FOR ONE (1) YEAR. REVISED TOTAL
AMOUNT: $76,750.00 (FY24 COUNTY FUNDS)

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE AN EXTRAORDINARY
UNSPECIFIABLE SERVICES (E.U.S.) AGREEMENT
(AWARDED THROUGH A NON-FAIR AND OPEN
PROCESS) WITH THE TRENTON HEALTH TEAM TO
PROVIDE  OUTPATIENT  TUBERCULOSIS (TB)
CLINICAL SERVICES AND NURSE CASE
MANAGEMENT TO UNINSURED MERCER COUNTY
RESIDENTS. PERIOD: JANUARY 1, 2024 THROUGH
DECEMBER 31, 2024. AMOUNT: $162,939.00 ($98,451.00
STATE FUNDS; $64,488.00 COUNTY FUNDS)



NO. 2024-105

NO. 2024-106

NO. 2024-107
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COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE A COMPETITIVE
CONTRACT WITH CFG HEALTH SYSTEMS, LLC FOR
MEDICAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE INMATES AT
THE MERCER COUNTY CORRECTION CENTER FOR A
PERIOD OF TWO (2) YEARS. AMOUNT YEAR ONE:
$1,338,853.00; AMOUNT YEAR TWO: $1,398,298.24;
TOTAL AMOUNT: $2,737,152.04. PERIOD: JANUARY 25,
2024 THROUGH JANUARY 24, 2026 (CC2023-21)

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE A COMPETITIVE
CONTRACT WITH CFG HEALTH SYSTEMS, LLC FOR
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE INMATES AT
THE MERCER COUNTY CORRECTION CENTER FOR A
PERIOD OF TWO YEARS. AMOUNT YEAR ONE:
$1,201,128.60; AMOUNT YEAR TWO: $1,246,575.50; TWO
YEAR TOTAL: $2,447,704.10. PERIOD: JANUARY 25,
2024 THROUGH JANUARY 24, 2026 (CC2023-21)

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE A COMPETITIVE
CONTRACT WITH MORPH MENTORING TO PROVIDE
WORKFORCE TRAINING SERVICES FOR THE
PREVIOUSLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS IN THE
COUNTY OF MERCER. PERIOD: MARCH 1, 2024
THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2026. AMOUNT NOT TO
EXCEED: $500,000.00 (CC2023-20 ARPA)



NO. 2024-108

NO. 2024-109

NO. 2024-110
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MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS AUTHORIZES COMPETITIVE
CONTRACTING FOR WORKFORCE INNOVATION
OPPORTUNITY ACT (WIOA) ONE STOP OPERATOR &
CAREER SERVICES, YOUTH SERVICES, EMPLOYMENT
DIRECTED PROGRAMS AND SERVICES UNDER
WORKFIRST NJ TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR
NEEDY FAMILIES (TANF) & GENERAL ASSISTANCE
(GA) FOR THE MERCER COUNTY WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT BOARD (WDB) FOR PROGRAM YEAR
2024, PROGRAM YEAR 2025, PROGRAM YEAR 2026
AND PROGRAM YEAR 2027. PERIOD: JULY 1, 2024
THROUGH JUNE 30, 2028. (FEDERAL AND STATE
FUNDS — NO COUNTY FUNDS)

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO “EXERCISE THE OPTION TO EXTEND
THE CONTRACT” (AWARDED THROUGH A FAIR AND
OPEN PROCESS) WITH PERMA MANAGEMENT
SERVICES TO PROVIDE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SERVICES, FOR THE MERCER COUNTY INSURANCE
FUND COMMISSION. AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED:
$184,140.00. PERIOD: JANUARY 1, 2024 THROUGH
DECEMBER 31, 2024

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO “EXERCISE THE OPTION TO EXTEND
THE CONTRACT” (AWARDED THROUGH A FAIR AND
OPEN PROCESS) WITH INSERVCO INSURANCE
SERVICES, INC,, TO BE THIRD PARTY
ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE MERCER COUNTY
INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION. AMOUNT NOT TO
EXCEED: $207,540.00. PERIOD: JANUARY 1, 2024
THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2024



NO. 2024-111

NO. 2024-112

NO. 2024-113
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COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH SHI
INTERNATIONAL CORP FOR THE PURCHASE OF
COUNTYWIDE MICROSOFT OFFICE 365 ENTERPRISE
SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL THROUGH THE COUNTY OF
BERGEN COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM FOR THE
OFFICE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY. ONE TIME
PURCHASE. TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED:
$474,128.26. CKO4BERGEN (BC-BID NO. 22-24)

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO “EXERCISE AN OPTION TO EXTEND”
THE PROPRIETARY HARDWARE  SOFTWARE
MAINTENANCE AND SUPPORT AGREEMENT WITH
COUNTY BUSINESS SYSTEMS FOR THE LAND
RECORDS MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR THE OFFICE
OF THE MERCER COUNTY CLERK. TOTAL AMOUNT
NOT TO EXCEED: $88,787.00. PERIOD: MARCH 19, 2024
THROUGH MARCH 18, 2025

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE A PROPRIETARY
HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE MAINTENANCE AND
SUPPORT AGREEMENT WITH COUNTY BUSINESS
SYSTEMS FOR THE PROBATE SYSTEM AT THE OFFICE
OF THE MERCER COUNTY SURROGATE. PERIOD:
JANUARY 1, 2024 TO DECEMBER 31, 2024. AMOUNT
NOT TO EXCEED: $22,054.00



NO. 2024-114

NO. 2024-115
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COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO ACCEPT FUNDING AND EXECUTE
SUBSEQUENT SUB-GRANT AWARD DOCUMENTS
WITH THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE MERCER
COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE TO PARTICIPATE IN
THE COUNTY SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE
TEAM/FORENSIC NURSE EXAMINER (SART/FNE)
PROGRAM THROUGH THE VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT
VICTIM ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM
ADMINISTERED BY THE DIVISION OF
ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND
PUBLIC SAFETY. TOTAL GRANT AMOUNT: $217,523.00
(FEDERAL FUNDS $173,862.00; COUNTY MATCH
$44.,661.00) PROJECT PERIOD: OCTOBER 1, 2023 TO
SEPTEMBER 30, 2024. GRANT NO. VS-11-21

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO ACCEPT FUNDING AND EXECUTE
SUBSEQUENT SUBGRANT AWARD DOCUMENTS WITH
THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE MERCER
COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE TO PARTICIPATE
WITH THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY EDWARD BYRNE
MEMORIAL JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT (JAG)
PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE DIVISION OF
ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND
PUBLIC SAFETY THROUGH THE MERCER COUNTY
MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL GANG, GUN, AND
NARCOTICS TASK FORCES GRANT. TOTAL PROJECT:
$235,595.00 ($112,791.00 — FEDERAL FUNDS; $122,804.00
— COUNTY MATCH). PROJECT DURATION: JULY 1,
2023 TO JUNE 30, 2024. GRANT NO: JAG 1-11TF-22



NO. 2024-116

NO. 2024-117

NO. 2024-118

NO. 2024-119
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MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
AUTHORIZES THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE, COUNTY
TREASURER AND CLERK TO THE BOARD TO EXECUTE
ANY NECESSARY PROGRAM DOCUMENTS WITH THE
NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE/POLICE
TRAINING COMMISSION TO APPLY FOR, ACCEPT AND
DISBURSE PAYMENTS FROM THE LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS TRAINING AND
EQUIPMENT FUND (LEOTEF) PROGRAM. SUB-AWARD
NO. LEOTEF-12-24 FOR STATE FISCAL YEAR 2024
(JULY 1, 2023 TO JUNE 30, 2024) IN THE AMOUNT OF
$11,892.00 MATCH AMOUNT: NO MATCH REQUIRED

MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS ACCEPTS THE DONATION OF ONE
(1) 2013 FORD EXPEDITION FROM ROBBINSVILLE
TOWNSHIP FOR USE BY THE MERCER COUNTY
POLICE ACADEMY DURING THE EMERGENCY
VEHICLE OPERATION COURSE (EVOC)

ACCEPTANCE OF PERMANENT SLOPE EASEMENT &
TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT FROM
MICHAEL DEVERELL & BRENDA CORTEZ-CRUZ, 83
PRINCETON-HIGHTSTOWN ROAD, TOWNSHIP OF
WEST WINDSOR, NEW JERSEY 08550 TO THE COUNTY
OF MERCER FOR THE PURPOSE OF A ROAD
WIDENING PROJECT LOCATED ON PRINCETON-
HIGHTSTOWN ROAD (COUNTY ROUTE 571),
TOWNSHIP OF WEST WINDSOR, MERCER COUNTY
FUNDS REQUIRED: $3,000.00

REJECTION OF PROPOSALS RECEIVED ON NOVEMBER
21, 2023 COST ALLOCATION AND REPORTING
SERVICES TO PREPARE COUNTY-WIDE CENTRAL
SERVICES COST ALLOCATION PLANS AND INDIRECT
COST RATE PROPOSAL BASE ON 2022 ACTUAL COSTS
(RFP2023-10)



NO. 2024-120

NO. 2024-121

NO. 2024-122

NO. 2024-123

NO. 2024-124

NO. 2024-125

NO. 2024-126
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AWARD OF BID RECEIVED JANUARY 3, 2023 TO US
ELECTRICAL SERVICES DBA YALE ELECTRIC SUPPLY
FOR ELECTRICAL PARTS AND EQUIPMENT FOR THE
COUNTY OF MERCER AND THE MERCER COUNTY
COOPERATIVE CONTRACT PURCHASING SYSTEM.
TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED: $100,000.00.
PERIOD: FEBRUARY 22, 2024 THROUGH FEBRUARY 21,
2026

EXECUTIVE SESSION —- THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22,2024
AT 6:00 P.M. IN ROOM 211 OF THE MERCER COUNTY
ADMINISTRATION  BUILDING  “PENDING  AND
ANTICIPATED LITIGATION”

APPOINTMENT OF BRADY D. RIVERA TO SERVE AS A
MEMBER OF THE MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF SOCIAL
SERVICES

APPOINTMENT OF JOSEPH FORTE TO SERVE AS A
MEMBER OF THE MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF SOCIAL
SERVICES

APPOINTMENT OF SABEEN MASIH TO THE MERCER
COUNTY PARK COMMISSION

REAPPOINTMENT OF WENDY MAGER TO THE MERCER
COUNTY OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION BOARD

REAPPOINTMENT OF AMBER FORRESTER TO THE
MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION



NO. 2024-127

NO. 2024-128

NO. 2024-129

NO. 2024-130

NO. 2024-131

NO. 2024-132
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REAPPOINTMENT OF JAMES J. SCHULZ, JR., TO THE
MERCER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND CLERK TO THE BOARD
AUTHORIZED TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION
WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
SERVICES FOR THE FY 24 COMMUNICATION ACCESS
GRANT AMOUNT: $70,000.00

COUNTY OF MERCER 2024 TEMPORARY BUDGET
APPROPRIATIONS

RESOLUTION APPROPRIATION RESERVE TRANSFER
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-59

APPOINTMENT OF CHRISTOPHER R. MARION, IN THE
CAPACITY OF HIS COUNTY EMPLOYMENT TO SERVE
AS A COMMISSIONER OF THE MERCER COUNTY
INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION

APPOINTMENT OF ALEJANDRA SILVA, IN THE
CAPACITY OF HER COUNTY EMPLOYMENT TO SERVE
AS AN ALTERNATE COMMISSIONER OF THE MERCER
COUNTY INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION

VOTE ON RESOLUTIONS:

Ayes —7. Nays-0. Abstain-0. Absent-0.
Ayes — Commissioners Frisby, Lewis, Mclaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter and

Cimino
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ORDINANCES — INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING

Commissioner Frisby offered the following Ordinance Introduction, seconded by
Commissioner Lewis:

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SPEED LIMITS ALONG
COUNTY ROUTE 654 (HOPEWELL-PENNINGTON
ROAD/WEST BROAD STREET), HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP,
HOPEWELL BOROUGH, MERCER COUNTY

VOTE ON ORDINANCE:
Ayes —7. Nays-0. Abstain - 0. Absent -0.
Ayes — Commissioners Frisby, Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter and Cimino

Commissioner Walter offered the following Ordinance Introduction, seconded by
Commissioner Frisby:

RESCIND ORDINANCE NO. 2013-3, ADOPTED MAY 21,
2013, AMENDING SPEED LIMITS ALONG BROAD STREET
(CR 654) AND LOUELLEN STREET (CR 518), HOPEWELL
BOROUGH, MERCER COUNTY

VOTE ON ORDINANCE:
Ayes —7. Nays-0. Abstain-0. Absent -0.
Ayes — Commissioners Frisby, Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter and Cimino

Commissioner Lewis offered the following Ordinance Introduction, seconded by
Commissioner Walter:

ADOPT AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO.
2000-15, ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 28, 2000, ESTABLISHING
SPEED LIMITS ALONG COUNTY ROUTE 518,
LAMBERTVILLE-HOPEWELL TURNPIKE (LOUELLEN
STREET/BROAD STREET), HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP,
HOPEWELL BOROUGH, MERCER COUNTY

VOTE ON ORDINANCE:
Ayes —7. Nays-0. Abstain-0. Absent -0.
Ayes — Commissioners Frisby, Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter and Cimino
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At this time, Chair Cimino invited the members of the public to comment on
any item listed on the agenda.

Chair Cimino invited Councilwoman Krista Weaver of Hopewell Borough to address
the Board. Councilwoman Weaver was present this evening to thank the Commissioner
Board for their consideration of the Ordinances listed on the Agenda changing the speed
limits to ensure public safety.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

At this time, Chair Cimino announced that an Executive Session was scheduled to
take place regarding “Pending and Anticipated Litigation”

Formal Meeting recessed at 6:56 PM to enter into an Executive Session

Formal Meeting reconvened at 8:01 PM

ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the Formal Meeting was offered by Commissioner McLaughlin
and seconded by Commissioner Stokes, which was adopted by the unanimous vote of the
members of the Mercer County Board of County Commissioners.

VOTE ON MOTION:

Ayes - 7. Nays-0. Abstain-0. Absent -0.

Ayes — Commissioners Frisby, Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes, Walter and
Cimino

FORMAL MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:01 PM

EBONY WITHERSPOON
DEPUTY CLERK TO THE BOARD

GBO
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MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

INFORMAL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 20, 2024

MINUTES

Commissioner Board Vice-Chair McLaughlin called the Agenda Meeting to order
at 6:02 P.M. on February 20, 2024, in Room 211 of the Joyce L. McDade Administration

Building, 640 South Broad Street, Trenton, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL

The following members of the Board answered the Roll Call of the Deputy Clerk to
the Board:

Present — Commissioners Frisby, Lewis, McLaughlin, Melker, Stokes and Walter
Absent — Commissioner Cimino

Vice-Chair McLaughlin led the Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to the Flag.

SUNSHINE LAW

The Deputy Clerk to the Board announced that in accordance with the provisions of
the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law, notice of this Informal Meeting had been
mailed to The Trenton Times, The Trentonian and The Princeton Packet newspapers as
well as having been posted in both the County Administration Building and Courthouse at

least forty-eight (48) hours in advance of the meeting.
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APPOINTMENTS

Vice-Chair McLaughlin welcomed County Executive, Daniel R. Benson to
present his appointments to the Commissioner Board.

County Executive Benson was eager to discuss three individuals that he chose
to serve on various Boards and Commissions. He was certain they would bring fresh
new perspectives to Mercer County. County Executive Benson mentioned that
Brady Rivera would come before the Board at Thursday night’s meeting and
commented that Mr. Rivera was bi-lingual enabling outreach to the Latino
population; as well as bringing a younger viewpoint to the Mercer County Board of
Social Services (MCBOSS). He discussed another appointment to MCBOSS,
Joseph Forte who was active in the LGBTQ community and would be an important
voice to represent those individuals throughout Mercer County. County Executive
Benson introduced Sabeen Masih to the Commissioner Board as his appointment to
the Mercer County Park Commission.

Sabeen Masih addressed the Board and was elated to say she did not originate
from New Jersey but chose to raise her family here. She spoke about first residing
in Ewing Township and relocating to Robbinsville. Ms. Masih spoke about the
importance of the park system and was thrilled to be able to get involved and help
progress one of Mercer County’s most visited attractions.

Commissioner Frisby stated that he was one of the original members of the
Outdoor Equity Alliance and was pleased to say that Mercer County has one of the
best park systems not only in the State of New Jersey but throughout the Country.
He asked Ms. Masih how she planned to bridge the gap seeing that many residents
don’t have accessibility or knowledge of our park system.

Ms. Masih explained that one of her first actions would be to expand the
current network and be more present on social media outlets; noting that most
individuals utilize those platforms for unique events and more visibility. She looked
forward to bringing more events to the area and capitalizing on the communities
Mercer County represents.

Commissioner Lewis commented that she has had parents approach her
regarding the numerous summer programs provided through the park system. She
said they are excellent programs and well received but only one-week camp
programs. Commissioner Lewis questioned if there was a possibility to expand
those programs during summer months at affordable options for families.
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Ms. Masih responded that childcare was essential and that looking into
expanding those programs would be critical for Mercer County families.

Commissioner Walter commented that for several years she made mention of
putting in solar benches near fields or playgrounds so parents did not have to leave
their children and go charge their cellphones in their cars. She agreed that our park
system was one of the best. Commissioner Walter discussed the possibility of
piloting a junior ranger program to mirror the national one. She spoke about a
coloring book that could be created by Mercer County’s Division of Culture and
Heritage where a park ranger would have to sign off for the child to get their badges.
Commissioner Walter noted that oftentimes parents chose to visit national parks on
family vacations or even day trips. She felt it could be beneficial if Mercer County
had a junior ranger program that would help entice families to visit a destination so
their junior ranger could check off their list. Commissioner Walter also mentioned
the moonlight bike ride and how that was a great experience for children in the area
to attend.

Commissioner Stokes commented that he appreciated having diversity
amongst boards and commissions as well as a professional perspective. He asked
Ms. Masih how she would utilize her professional insight to assist the Park
Commission.

Ms. Masih explained that her background was vast specifically in government
affairs; as well as lobbying for healthcare, social welfare, and education. She said
she enjoyed seeing how all of these areas were interconnected and viewed herself as
a conduit to amplify the experts and provide an avenue to endorse significant change.
Ms. Masih said her resume was extensive but most of her knowledge goes outside
of her job and would bring a fresh perspective for maintaining a long-term systemic
change.
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RESOLUTIONS

Thirty-three (33) proposed Resolutions were discussed and approved for placement
on the agenda for the Formal Meeting of February 20, 2024.

Commissioner Stokes made reference to the following proposed Resolution Nos. R-
2 through R-4, authorizing Amendment No. 1 to Competitive Contracts. He noted that
these Resolutions had increased contract amounts resulting in Amendment No. 1 to the
original Resolution. Commissioner Stokes asked how it was decided which non-profit
would get the additional funding.

Paul Adezio, Esq., County Counsel, said that information should be included in the
backup.

Commissioner Frisby mentioned that those funds most likely were reallocated from
other non-profit grantees.

Commissioner Frisby made reference to the following proposed Resolution R-8,
authorizing to execute a Competitive Contract with Morph Mentoring to provide workforce
training services for previously incarcerated individuals in the County of Mercer. He
requested additional information on Morph Mentoring and the services they provide.

County Counsel Adezio said he would forward that question to the Administration
for further information.

Deputy Clerk, Ebony Witherspoon, informed the Board that there were nine (9) late-
starter Resolutions to be added to the Agenda. The Board labeled those Resolutions as

Nos. R-23 through R-31.

Commissioner Stokes made reference to the following proposed Resolution Nos. R-
6 and R-7, authorizing Competitive Contracts with CFG Health Systems, LLC for Medical
and Mental Health Services for Inmates at the Mercer County Correction Center. He
questioned what type of mental health services were provided and what would constitute
an issue.

County Counsel Adezio responded that an inmate presenting with a medical issue
or any instance where you would need to call in a mental health professional.



-5

Commissioner Frisby explained that CFG handles numerous intake operations with
nurses and they complete the majority of inmate evaluations.

Commissioner Stokes questioned if every detainee goes under a mental health
evaluation.

County Counsel Adezio said he would provide further information to the Board.

ORDINANCE INTRODUCTIONS

County Counsel Adezio addressed the Board and explained that after speaking with
the County Engineer it was decided to break the original Ordinance Introduction into two
separate Ordinance Introductions; one rescinding the original Ordinance and one amending
Ordinance No. 2000-15. He said the additional Ordinance Introduction would be available
for their review before Thursday night’s meeting.

Commissioner Frisby asked if the Sheriff’s office would be lending speed clockers
when the new speed limits were implemented. He felt it would be helpful to have larger
digital signage allowing the public to adjust to the new speed restrictions.

Michael Herbert, Esq., Board Counsel, responded that typically law enforcement
does account for a grace period and knows that drivers will need time to adjust to the newly
enforced speed limit.

1. AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SPEED LIMITS ALONG
COUNTY ROUTE 654 (HOPEWELL-PENNINGTON
ROAD/WEST BROAD STREET), HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP,
HOPEWELL BOROUGH, MERCER COUNTY

2. RESCIND ORDINANCE NO. 2013-3, ADOPTED MAY 21,
2013, AMENDING SPEED LIMITS ALONG BROAD STREET
(CR 654) AND LOUELLEN STREET (CR 518), HOPEWELL
BOROUGH, MERCER COUNTY

3. ADOPT AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO.
2000-15, ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 28, 2000, ESTABLISHING
SPEED LIMITS ALONG COUNTY ROUTE 518,
LAMBERTVILLE-HOPEWELL TURNPIKE (LOUELLEN
STREET/BROAD STREET), HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP,
HOPEWELL BOROUGH, MERCER COUNTY
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ON-GOING BUSINESS

Commissioner Walter requested an update from the County’s health office
regarding a reported uptick in cases of syphilis nationwide. She mentioned that a
pharmaceutical company, Pfizer was a manufacturer of penicillin and there was currently
a shortage. Commissioner Walter made mention of the issues this could cause pregnant
women in need of the drug.

Commissioner Stokes informed the Board that he went and saw the play Ghetto
Gods in Divineland that was performed at Mill Hill Playhouse. He explained that the play
was based on the music, influence, and brilliant minds of Trenton’s own Poor Righteous
Teachers. He said it was a very good thought-provoking play and encouraged his
colleagues to go and see it.

Commissioner Walter mentioned attending “Coffee with a Cop”, and spoke about
the wonderful program where cops and community members can come together in unity.

PUBLIC SECTION

At this time, Vice-Chair McLaughlin invited the members of the public to comment
on any item listed on the Agenda.

Ryan Kennedy, Mayor of Hopewell was present this evening to thank the
Commissioner Board for introducing Ordinances after their first reading addressing safety
changes in Hopewell Borough. He commented that both the County and Hopewell worked
together collaboratively to make our roads safer. Mayor Kennedy said that reducing the
speed limit to 25 MPH created safer roads for shoppers, residents, and children walking to
school.

Vice-Chair McLaughlin said the Board was thrilled to have the opportunity to assist
the Borough with changing the speed limits and ensuring the safety of residents. She was
proud to understand what it means to live in the Borough and thanked him for always
finding ways to make it a safer place to live.
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Pat Fletcher, a resident of Ewing addressed the Board. She was present this evening
to discuss her concerns regarding Runway 6 and Frontier Airlines operating at the Trenton-
Mercer Airport. She discussed the loud influx of noise that is continuously keeping her up
at night and how she was informed that the flight pattern was not supposed to have planes
fly directly over residential homes. Ms. Fletcher explained that she had submitted noise
complaints and felt this was an ongoing issue that needed to be addressed.

Ms. Fletcher went on to discuss attending the performance of “Ghetto Gods of
Divineland” at the Mill Hill Playhouse and commented that it was a fabulous performance
dealing with police insensitivity to communities dealing with mental health issues. Ms.
Fletcher discussed her journey with mental health concerns and the police. She felt that
more awareness needed to be brought up regarding police and how to deal with individuals
with mental health needs.

AGENDA MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:11 PM
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