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MINUTES OF THE MERCER COUNTY AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD
REORGANIZATION AND REGULAR MEETING HELD MONDAY FEBRUARY 1, 2016
IN THE EXTENSION SERVICE BUILDING
930 SPRUCE STREET, TRENTON, N.J.
1ST FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Steve Jany called the re-organization meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT
Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this meeting was given to the Trenton Times,
Trentonian, Mercer County Clerk, and posted in the Mercer County Administration Building.

ROLL CALL
Voting Members:
Steve Jany, Chairman — Present Scott Ellis — Present
Frank D’ Amico, Vice-Chairman — Present Kelly Mooij — Present
Kristine Walsh — Present Gary Mount — Present

Laurie Emde — Present

Non-Voting Members:;
Bill Agress/County Planning Board Liaison — Present
Meredith Melendez/Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension — Present

Others Present:
Leslie Floyd, County Planning Director Dan Knox, SADC
Dan Pace, MCADB Secretary

REORGANIZATION

Mr. Ellis moved a ballot slate of: Steve Jany, Chairman; Frank D’ Amico, Vice-Chairman; Dan Pace,
Secretary; and Susan Bacso, legal counsel. The motion was seconded by Mr. Mount, There being no
other nominations the slate was unanimously approved. In addition, Mr. Mount will continue in the
position of CADB representative to the County Open Space Preservation Board and Mr, William
Agress is continuing as the County Planning Board representative to the CADB pending the re-
organization of that body.

The Chairman asked the Board to review the draft schedule for CADB meetings. Mr. Mount moved
for acceptance of the schedule. Ms. Mooij seconded and the schedule was unanimously approved.

The re-org. meeting was closed at 7:35PM and the regular meeting was called to order by Mr, Jany.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
On a motion by Ms. Mooij and seconded by Mr. Mount, the minutes of the December 7, 2015
meeting were unanimously approved with new members Emde and Walsh abstaining.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None,

CORRESPONDENCE
A. Mr. Pace received an email from Mr. Singh inquiring about building a house on the former
Zygmont farm. Mr. Pace gave Mr. Singh guidance towards his inquiry,
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B. Mr. Pace was copied with a letter from Hopewell Twp. to the SADC for their 2017Rd PIG
transmittal that identified five targeted farms: Mary Joe Herbert, Hoch, Hoffman, Kert, and Lutz.

C. Cherry Grove Farm 8-year renewal letter was sent to the Hamill family. A telephone reply was
received saying they would review the renewal notice. For the new members. Mr. Pace
distributed a “fact sheet” taken from the SADC website that briefly describes the program.

VIII. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS
A. SADC:

1. Mr. Knox reported that the Hom preservation is moving along with appraisals expected
later this month. His only concern is with the availability of state direct easement purchase
funding.

2. Soil Disturbance: Mr. Ellis, newly seated on the SADC, stated that he is now on the soil
disturbance subcommittee.

3. Mr. Knox and Mr. Ellis briefly discussed a SADC direct easement purchase application
heard by the SADC that brought together non-profits and the SADC to preserve a farm in
Salem County. At the request of the landowner, in addition to an agricultural easement, the
farm will have a conservation easement for additional conservation protection of an 18-acre
wooded/riparian arca.

4,  Legislation: The legisiative bill authorizing the expenditure of Commercial Business Tax
funds for preservation purposes that was pocket-vetoed by the Governor was re-introduced
in the Senate and is expected soon to be in the Assembly. The Governor did sign into law
the rural micro-enterprise bill. Mr. Pace and Mr. Knox briefly explained the bill but a better
explanation will be forthcoming when the law is published. Mr, Pace did say that the law
only applies to farms preserved before 2006, with appropriate structures from that time, and
without exception areas. Mercer County has 26 pre-2006 farms (out of 86 total) without
exception areas but only about 15 have appropriate structures.

B. Land Development Activity within the ADA:
None.

C. Status of Farmland Preservation Applications:
1. 2015 PIG — $1.1m preservation cost share grant for the 148-acre, County owned former
Thompson/PRL farm between Sawmill and Old York Roads has been received.
2. 2016 PIG -
a. Application for Gaskill et al on Sawmill Road given Green Light, appraisers hired,
easement values submitted to SADC for certification.
b. County owned former 30-acre McNulty Estate farm has been given Green Light approved
by SADC. Appraisers have been hired. Preliminary soil testing for perc identified a suitable
septic location near the road at the bottom of the property; however, the best location for a
future residence with regard to increasing auction value would be further up the property
for a view above the trees lining the road. Two exceptions (one for the house and one for
the septic were originally proposed by the County; but, the SADC requested an amended
application connecting the two Exceptions with a thin strip of “excepted” land for the
septic line from the house to the field. Mr. Pace submitted that amendment.

IX. OLD BUSINESS
A. PennEast Pipeline Update: There have been no further revisions to the proposed route in
Hopewell Township. PennEast formally filed with FERC last October and the next step is an
EIS with more public comment opportunity.

X. NEW BUSINESS
A. Monitoring: Begins late next month and the schedule will be presented at the March 7" meeting.
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B. Diocese of Trenton Cemetery: The Diocese owns farmland within the Hamilton Project Area and
although at one time it was a targeted farm, the Diocese asked that it be “untargeted” because the
Diocese was doing battle with local residents before the Hamilton Zoning Board for permission
to construct a cemetery there. The battle lasted three years but last week, the Zoning Board
denied the use variance.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Jany commented that the Township of West Windsor is negotiating with the Conover family to
preserve (either as open space or farmland) a large portion of their farm on Windsor-Edinburgh
Road.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
None,

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None was required,

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30PM. The next meeting of the MCADB will be on March 7, 2016.

Respectfully submitted,

NI /N

Daniel Pace
MCADB, Secretary

Date adopted: /{'{ Q&/ 'Z'. 2o(lo

Attachments, if any, are made a part of the permanent record and are filed in the Minute Book, and are
located in the Mercer County Planning Division Office. All copies are available upon request.
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