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This project is dedicated to Mary Alice Quigley, 

whose passion for history was a gift to the Mercer 

County Cultural and Heritage Commission and 

the community she so loved. 



Artillery Annex 

National Guard Militia 
Museum of New Jersey 

 

The Army National Guard is the oldest component of the United States armed forces and has 

participated in every war or conflict the United States has fought. Militia companies were formed with 

the English settlement at Jamestown in 1607. The first settlers brought with them the English military 

concept of citizen-soldiers dedicated to assisting in national defense instead of relying on a full-time 

professional army. 

Today's National Guard is the direct descendent of the militias of the thirteen original colonies. The 

Militia Act of 1792 required states to enroll 18 to 45 year-old men into companies, regiments and 

brigades; and to appoint an adjutant general and brigade inspectors. As the enrolled militia declined in 

importance, the volunteer companies of the organized militia grew in strength. 

The Artillery Annex to the National Guard Militia Museum of New Jersey is located at the U.S. 

National Guard Armory on Eggerts Crossing Road in Lawrenceville. The Museum collects, preserves 

and displays artifacts with historical significance to the Army and Air National Guard, and Naval Militia 

of New Jersey. Exhibits of weapons, uniforms and equipment trace the military heritage of New Jersey 

and illustrate how armed conflicts and military institutions have shaped the state and nation. 

The Annex is home to the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) collection of Civil War records and 

memorabilia and a "Model Room" with over one hundred small-scale models of military equipment. 

Also on display is equipment captured during Operation Iraqi Freedom. Tanks, vehicles and cannon 

are on display outside. 

Lawrence Township 



Birthplace of Paul Robeson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Paul Robeson was born in this house on Witherspoon Street in 1898. He became one of Princeton's 

best known residents. Son of a former slave, the Reverend William Robeson of the Witherspoon 

Street Church, Paul achieved fame as an athlete, a singer and actor, a scholar and a law school 

graduate. 

It was as a political activist that he was persecuted during the McCarthy era. Robeson spoke out 

against racist conditions experienced by Asian and Black Americans. In 1952 he was awarded the 

International Stalin Prize for Strengthening Peace Among Peoples. He eventually quit his film career 

because he was dissatisfied with the types of roles that were available for black performers. 

Mr. Robeson lived abroad in voluntary exile for five years, returning to the United States in the 

early 1960s. He spent the rest of his life in relative ill health, appearing publically only a few times. 

Princeton Borough 



Cemetery in East Windsor 
 
 
 

 
John Ely established this cemetery 

on part of the 1300-acre farm he 

bought In 1728, which is now called 

the Ely-Norton Farm. In the days before 

public cemeteries, many farmers set 

aside a small plot of land for family 

burials. In his will, John asked to be 

buried at the crest of the cemetery, 

which marks the divide in the water- 

shed between the waters of the 

Delaware and Raritan rivers. Legend 

has it that John's stone was placed so 

that if a raindrop fell at the mid-point of 

the top surface, half of the water 

droplet would flow to each river. During 

the nineteenth century, many Americans 

began marking graves with decorative 

statues such as this angel atop the 

Eilers family plot. 

In 1831 the Norton Family settled 

the farm, which is best noted for a 

famous visitor Clara Barton. She met 

the Nortonôs children while studying at 

a Universalist school in New York. 

Clara lived with the family while she 

taught at the Cedarville School until 

May 1852 when she left to establish a 

school in Bordentown. 

Mary Norton and Clara kept in 

contact. During the Civil War Mary 

sent boxes of food and clothing for the 

troops to Clara who was nursing 

wounded soldiers at the front. 

After the war, Clara traveled 

through Europe helping the new 

International Red Cross. She visited 

Mary again in 1878. When Clara 

began organizing the American Red Cross in 1881, Mary was one of its four charter members. 

East Windsor Township 



Mount Rose Distillery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The village of Mount Rose was a thriving center of rural commerce and agricultural industry. 

Richard Stout opened its first store around 1822 near the intersection of Pennington-Rocky Hill Road 

and Hopewell-Princeton Road. By 1830 Josiah Cook and Reuben Savidge had opened a second 

general store. By mid-century, a number of other merchants had hung out their shingles, including 

two shoemakers, a dressmaker, a couple of wheelwrights and a blacksmith. A harness shop, agricultural 

implements warehouse and a small steam sawmill also operated in Mount Rose. 

Local fruit growers were regulars along the roads to Mount Rose where Nathaniel Drake had 

opened an applejack distillery on the western end of the village shortly after mid-century. Hundreds of 

barrels of peach brandy, apple cider and apple whiskey were churned out of Drakeôs distillery every 

season. 

Today, the only remaining structure from that once-busy complex, known as the Whiskey House, is 

listed on the National, New Jersey and Hopewell Township registers of historic places. 

Mount Roseôs first schoolhouse, established about 1820, was a stone building located just east of 

the first general store. It was replaced by a new frame building during the Civil War. The original 

schoolhouse closed in 1935 and was later converted into a residence that still survives. 

Mount Rose peaked in 1880, its growth slowed by the development of the village of Hopewell. 

Today only a few original buildings survive and the villageôs identity is barely discernible. 

Hopewell  Township 



 

The Ely House on North Main Street in Hightstown is the headquarters and museum of the Hightstown- 

East Windsor Historical Society. The house, which dates from the 1840s, features Native American 

artifacts, Hight family objects, relics from the John Bull locomotive, and period furnishings. Behind the 

house, in the Camden and Amboyôs old freight station, is the societyôs Grace Hutchinson West 

Educational Center. 

The John Bull, on display at the Smithsonian Institute, is the oldest existing locomotive in the 

United States and was delivered in 1831 from England. In 1815, the first United States railroad legislation 

authorized the Camden & Amboy Company to construct the first railroad to operate in New Jersey. 

The company was founded by inventor, naval architect and transportation pioneer, John Stevens. He 

invented the ñTò rail with offset-headed spikes fastened to wooden crossties, which became the most 

widely used type of rail system in the world. 

On March 9, 1750, "Windsor Township" was designated by King George II making it one of the 

earliest settled communities in New Jersey. The settlement was pioneered by the John Ely family who 

purchased 1300 acres in 1728. The Legislature divided Windsor Township into East and West 

Windsor townships in 1797. Hightstown, incorporated in 1853, derives its name from the Haight 

family. The blacksmith-shop and tavern of John Hight (formerly spelled Haight) formed the beginning 

of the village long before the Revolution. It was a stagecoach stop, then became a rail stop, which 

accounted for much of its growth and prosperity. Hightstown 

Ely House 



Henry Clay  & Bock Cigar Factory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Cigar Factory was built in the 1920s as a replica of a Cuban cigar factory. The engineer- 

architects, Francisco & Jacobus, later developed a reinforced concrete building technique that would 

allow a wide expanse of windows for large factory buildings. 

In 1905 there were 80,000 cigar-manufacturing businesses in the United States. Most of these 

were small drugstore-type shops where families sat and rolled cigars and sold them immediately. In 

the '20s and '30s unionization in Cuba caused labor costs to skyrocket. Major corporations like 

American Tobacco Company moved factories to places like Trenton to bypass the unions and save 

on taxes. By importing cured tobacco from Cuba, they paid a 10-percent tax rather than the 100- 

percent rate on finished cigars. After the Cuban embargo in 1960, which made it illegal for Americans 

to purchase Cuban products, the cigar business dried up. The factory was closed and the building 

suffered through various other uses. In the 1980s, it was renovated into a Grand Court Villa condos. 

One of the two leading cigar brands of the American Tobacco Company, Henry Clay, was 

manufactured here. Gustavo Bock was a senior member of the company. He is credited with 

inventing the stomach bandage, the beginning of the cigar band, in response to complaints from 

aristocratic Havana smokers that cigars were staining and ruining their white gloves. 

City of Trenton 



Princeton University Garoyles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The word Gargoyle comes from the Latin word gurgulio, which means throat. A true gargoyle is a 

water spout carved on the outside of a building to direct water from the roof away from the base of the 

foundation wall. They are often confused with grotesques (strange, fantastic, ugly or bizarre creatures) 

or chimeras (an imaginary monster made up of body parts from different animals). 

Gargoyles can be traced back to Egypt, Rome, Greece and the ruins of Pompeii where terra cotta 

water spouts were common. The first grotesque figures came from the Egyptians who believed in 

deities with the heads of animals. The Greeks believed the grotesques would guard their treasuries 

and temples from one-eyed giants or Cyclops, who would try to steal the gold. 

In the Middle ages most people could not read or write so churches utilized visual imagery to 

spread their beliefs. Scholars believe that gargoyles were inspired by the skeletal remains of prehistoric 

beasts or are the expression of man's subconscious fears. 

Princeton University campus has a wealth of gargoyles and grotesques. Guyot Hallôs biology wing 

highlights living species while the geology wing memorializes extinct animals (bottom left). Some are 

thought to have come from the studio of Gutzon Borglum, the sculptor of Mount Rushmore fame. The 

Literate Ape (above left) is one of four figures that graces Dillon gymnasium along with smaller figures 

who perform acrobatic feats of all sorts. Others are scary, funny and imaginative. 

Princeton Borough 



Hopewell Museum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Hopewell Museum was incorporated in 1922 as the Hopewell Free Public Library and Museum 

Funding and Building Association. It was formed to raise funds for a building to house a collection of 

antiques offered to the community by Miss Sarah D. Stout. 

The large brownstone structure was built by Randolph Stout in 1877. In 1965, the Library moved to 

its present location. A two-story addition to the museum was built in 1967 with money from Dr. David 

H. Hill to exhibit his Southwestern Native American crafts collection. 

The museum displays items depicting American village life from colonial days to the present. Most 

of its treasures have been given by residents of the community and surrounding area with many of 

the items having been used by ancestors of the donors including photographs, maps, quilts, furniture, 

costumes, tools, utensils, toys, signs, weapons, deeds, charters and an extensive collection of 

genealogical books. 

Hopewell Borough 



Italianate 
Architecture 

One example of Italianate architecture 

is the Pennington Hardware store. Built 

around 1850 by Burd, Witter and Co., the 

building has continuously been used as 

a hardware store, owned for many years 

by the Flynn Family and later by the 

Landis family. It illustrates the commercial 

Italianate style with decorative paired 

brackets under the eaves, semi-elliptical 

windows (rounded tops) on the second 

floor, the classic large windows, and a 

pressed tin ceiling. 

Another example of Italianate style is 

a house built in 1875 by George Corwine, 

its highlights include the two-story bay 

windows, the door and transom lights 

(windows) 

around the 

front door, 

wide, 

overhanging 

eaves with 

brackets and 

cornices, and 

the gallery 

wrap-around 

porch. 

It was the 

home and 

office of Dr. 

Geisenhoner 

from 

the early 

1930s until 

he retired 

in 1975. 
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It is neither in Trenton, nor is it a bath house, but the so-called Trenton Bath House (present day 

Ewing Senior and Community Center) designed by renowned architect Louis Kahn commands atten- 

tion from architects and architectural historians from around the world. Designed as part of a larger 

plan for the Jewish Community Center of the Delaware Valley, the Bath House opened in 1955 and 

served as the entrance and changing area for patrons of an outdoor swimming pool. The original plan 

was to build an entire complex on the 47-acre lot. Kahnôs plans included a community center, athletic 

fields, picnic sites, and an outdoor pool. Only the Bath House and pool area were built. 

From a design perspective, the bath house is a quite simple cruciform shapeïfour square concrete 

block rooms or areas, surrounding an open atrium. Each of the rooms is topped by a simple wooden, 

rectangular pyramid. At the corner of each room there is a large open rectangular column that 

supports the roof. However, closer inspection reveals that in addition to the pure design elegance, 

Kahn also clarified his thinking about the utilitarian purposes of the various spaces, and it was in this 

building that he first illustrated his notion of ñspaces serving and spaces served.ò 

Kahn often spoke of this project as a turning point in his design philosophy. He said it was the ori- 

gin of design ideas which are recognizable in every building he did since. 

 

Ewing Township 

Jewish Community Center Bath House 


