
SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS
Public, Private  
& Homeschools

Learning is natural at the 
Tulpehaking Nature Center!
Our programs promote outdoor 
exploration with hands-on  
experiences that build knowledge 
and practical skills in science, 
nature, and history. 



FIELD TRIPS  
TO THE  
NATURE CENTER

	� 90 minutes–2 hours
	� $75/group of 15, one adult free/group 

(Mercer County groups)
	� $90/group of 15, one adult free/group  

(Out-of-county groups)
	� Picnic areas for lunch are available.

Lenape Life
Grade Level: 2–4
Available: March–November
In this guided outdoor exploration, students  
imagine the cultural ways of the Lenape people  
at the Abbott Marshlands. With this program, 
students will identify the native plant and animal 
resources the Lenape people used to produce their 
goods and participate in collaborative conversation 
about how climate, weather and resource availability 
have impacted where Lenape people lived in  
different regions of New Jersey.
Connects well with Lenape Stone Tools, Lenape & 
Abbott-zoned Pottery classroom programs. 
NJ Science Standards: 3-5-ETS1-2
NJ Language Arts Standards: SL.2.2, RI.3.1,  
NJSLSA.SL1
NJ Social Studies Standards: 6.1.2.GeoPP.1, 
6.1.5.GeoPP.2, 6.1.5.EconEM.2

Healthy Habitats
Grade Level:  2–4
Available: March–November
Students identify terrestrial and aquatic wildlife 
found in the Abbott Marshlands. Using the evidence 
found and recorded in a field worksheet, students 
will draw conclusions about the connection between 
aquatic and terrestrial habitats, the need for diversity 
of animal life, and what is necessary for both 
habitats and wildlife to thrive.
NJ Science Standards: 2-LS4-1, 3-LS4-2, 3-LS4-3, 
3-LS4-4, 4-LS1-1
NJ Language Arts Standards: W.2.8, W.3.8
NJ Math Standards: 2.OA.C.4	

Watershed Moments
Grade Level:  4–5
Available: March–November
Students become wetland biologists utilizing  
various sampling equipment to determine the health 
of the habitats found in the Abbott Marshlands.  
By analyzing landforms, water chemistry, and  
aquatic insects at the marsh, students will be able  
to evaluate their hypotheses of potential impacts  
on water quality and the marsh’s important role in 
our ecosystem.
Connects well as a follow-up to the Introduction  
to Watershed Moments classroom program.
NJ Science Standards: 4-LS1-1, 4-ESS2-1, 5-LS2-1, 
5-ESS3-1, 5-ESS2-1



CLASSROOM 
PROGRAMS AT 
YOUR SITE

	� Conducted at your site,  
in a classroom or schoolyard

	� 45–60 minutes
	� $75/group of 25 students  

+ $25 travel fee/trip (Mercer County groups)
	� $90/group of 25 students  

+ $40 travel fee/trip (Out-of-county groups)

Lenape and the Mystery of the  
Abbott-zoned Pottery
Grade Level: 3–5
Available: Year-round
Students will learn about Lenape History and  
culture at the Abbott Marshlands by examining 
artifacts of the unique pottery discovered there.  
By highlighting the patterns shown on these vessels, 
students, like archaeologists, will consider the 
significance of these artifacts and attempt to  
unpack the mystery of their design. Students will  
then integrate what they learned by creating an  
Abbott-zoned Pottery sherd of their own.
Connects well with Lenape Life field trip.
NJ Language Arts Standards: NJSLSA.SL1
NJ Social Studies Standards: 6.1.5.EconEM.2, 
6.1.2.GeoPP.1, 6.1.5.GeoPP.2, 6.1.2.EconEM.3, 
6.1.5.CivicsPI.1	

Lenape Stone Tools
Grade Level: 3–5
Available: Year-round
By analyzing images of Lenape civilizations and 
comparing replica stone artifacts, students will observe 
how the Lenape people used raw materials found in 
the Abbott Marshlands to create tools necessary for 
survival. Students will scrutinize the structure and 
designs of the replicas and engage in meaningful 
conversation to relate them to their function.
Connects well with Lenape Life field trip.
NJ Language Arts Standards: NJSLSA.SL1
NJ Social Studies Standards: 6.1.5.EconEM.2, 
6.1.2.GeoPP.1, 6.1.5.GeoPP.2, 6.2.8.HistorySE.1.a

Build a Bee Abode: Parts 1 & 2
Grade level: 2–5
Available: Fall–Winter

Part 1
If you like pumpkins, cherries, or 
blueberries, then thank a bee! 
Students will learn about our 
helpful pollinators and their 
major contributions  
to our diets, then build a bee 
house using simple materials 
found in the classroom.
NJ Science Standards:  
2-LS2-2, 3-LS1-1
NJ Language Arts Standards: 
SL.2.2, SL.2.3.
NJ Math Standards: 2.MD.A1: 1

Part 2
In this extension activity, students enter the  
schoolyard to map and identify possible locations  
to install their bee homes. With Part 1, this program 
offers students a real-life opportunity to study  
and plan a solution to an environmental issue. 
Can be conducted consecutively with Part 1  
or on different days.
NJ Science Standards: 3-LS4.4, 3-5-ETS1-2 
NJ Language Arts Standards: SL.2.2, SL.2.3.
NJ Math Standards: 2.MD.A1: 1
NJ Social Studies Standards: 6.1.2.Geo.SV.1,  
6.1.2.Geo.SV.2

Teacher Workshops
3 hours
$750/group of up to 25 educators
Through hands-on activities and guided discussion,  
our naturalists can help teachers support student 
learning in the classroom and across the curriculum. 
For a detailed menu of workshop topics, email 
natureprograms@mercercounty.org.



Tulpehaking Nature Center is the gateway to the Abbott Marshlands with exhibits and  
programs that feature the nature and archaeology of this special place. Enjoy walking 
trails, hands-on activities, children’s play area, and live turtles and snakes on display.

Tulpehaking Nature Center is owned by the County of Mercer and is the headquarters  
of the Mercer County Park Commission’s Department of Environmental Education.

Complement your Science, Social Studies, 
Language Arts and STEM curriculum with 
a hands-on experience.

Tulpehaking Nature Center is 
located 2 miles south of downtown 
Trenton, NJ, off of Route 206  
(S. Broad Street).

Open to the Public:  
Wednesday–Saturday:  
10 am – 4 pm

157 Westcott Avenue 
Hamilton, NJ  08610

To Make a Reservation
	■ Choose your program

	■ �Be prepared with two or three potential dates for  
your visit and the number of children & adults.

	■ �Email the Reservations Office at natureprograms@mercercounty.org  
or call 609-888-3218 ext. 205.

TULPEHAKING NATURE CENTER 

www.mercercounty.org/parks

mailto:natureprograms%40mercercounty.org?subject=School%20Programs
http://www.mercercounty.org/parks

