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WDB Advanced Manufacturing Committee ♦ Chairperson:  Scott Needham 
 

September 12, 2022 ♦ 2:00 p.m. (Via Zoom) ♦ Meeting Minutes 

 

In Attendance:   

Scott Needham (Princeton Air), Larry Banks (NJMEP), Shan Bercaw (MCCC), Scott Elliott (PCIL), Keith Secrest (Kinetics 
Industries, Inc.), Darren Stewart (MC Economic Development) 
Staff:   Virgen Velez, Maribel Duarte 

Welcome 

Scott Needham welcomed the group. 

Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes for May 9, 2022  

 
A motion was made by Keith Secrest and seconded by Darren Stewart. Motion passed and minutes were approved. 
 
Update:  MC One Stop Activities – Virgen Velez 
 
In addition to CPT, hybrid programs are being explored to have at least one cycle this year. Supply Chain Management 
would be a possibility. 
 
Early in 2023, goal is to visit schools, in partnership with NJMEP to present careers in Advanced Manufacturing - 
presentations for parents will also be scheduled. 
 
An in-person job fair is being planned for mid-October for seasonal and part-time jobs; schedule will be geared 
towards late afternoon/early evening to afford current employees and youth in high school the opportunity to attend 

• The May 26th job fair had 265 job seekers and 74 employers in attendance 

• Difficult to track actual jobs that resulted from attendance, but additional follow-up can be made to capture 
some data to ensure efforts are making a difference 

 
Update:  MCCC – Shan Bercaw 

• Boot camp (NIMS certification) is scheduled to commence on October 3rd; staff has been hired to work 
specifically on this grant funded program.  Michael Hanna will continue to serve as instructor. 

 

• Staff will work with employers to ensure the training meets the needs of the industry; and to connect for 
employment opportunities 



 

 

• The One Stop can offer assistance in providing the work component to serve as an internship, which may 
entice students more 

 
Update:  NJMEP Activities 

• Manufacturing Day will take place on October 7th; largest state-wide manufacturing event 
o Open invitation for both high school and college students 
o Venue will be at I-Play America located in Freehold, NJ (9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.) 

• Certified Production Technician is still being explored with different organizations in Mercer County (i.e. The 
Father Center, Daylight Twilight School) 

• The virtual reality welding equipment is a big hit when taken to schools to highlight careers in the industry; 
Hamilton Township participated; NJMEP will continue to be taken to various events 

 

Member Discussion 

• We will reach out to Power Magnetics to ascertain their interest in serving on the committee 
 

Announcements/Events 

• As per Laura’s email (post-meeting), a social media campaign has been initiated and more information will be 
provided at the next meeting 

• November 14-20, 2022 is National Apprenticeship Week; NJMEP participates and will share information as it 
becomes available 

• WDB leadership is scheduling a meeting with the new MCCC President and Mercer County Superintendent 

• Foreign Trade Zone breakfast will take place On October 13th (8 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.) at the Mercer County 
Boathouse – are all welcome 

 

Meeting Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 2:28 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting Dates – 2nd Monday (2 p.m.) on bi-monthly basis - PY 2022 

             
 November 14, 2022   January 9, 2023 
     March 13, 2023 
     May 8, 2023 

 


