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1. Introduction

The New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) Office of Bicycle and Pedestrian Programs
(OBPP) tasked Michael Baker International, Inc. (Michael Baker) to perform a Concept
Development (CD) Study along Parkway Avenue (CR 634) from Scotch Road (Milepost (MP) 2.20)
to Parkside Avenue (Milepost (MP) 4.11) in Ewing Township (Ewing) and the City of Trenton
(Trenton), Mercer County, New Jersey. The study will review and assess existing roadway
conditions, identify opportunities and deficiencies, develop and evaluate improvement
alternatives, and select a preferred alternative to advance to design and construction. The
primary goal of this study is to recommend, advance, and implement safety improvements along
Parkway Avenue within the project limits.

This Community Profile provides comprehensive information about the community in which the
Parkway Avenue Corridor is located. In addition to population and land use data, the Community
Profile identifies key community facilities, places of interest and services. The information
provided in this report will be utilized to develop the CD Public Involvement Action Plan (PIAP)
and stakeholder list.
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2. Project Location

The 1.91 mile stretch of Parkway Avenue within the project limits is located in Ewing and Trenton.
From MP 2.20 to MP 3.90, Parkway Avenue is located entirely within Ewing. From MP 3.90 to MP
4.11, Parkway Avenue serves as the municipal boundary between Ewing to the north and Trenton
to the south.

Within the project limits, Parkway Avenue is classified as an urban minor arterial, with a speed
limit of 40 miles per hour (MPH). Parkway Avenue carries two lanes in each direction within the
project limits; there are five signalized intersections and eighteen unsignalized intersections.
This community profile focuses on characteristics of the municipalities of Ewing and Trenton
and the study area which includes US Census tracts located within % mile of the confines of the
project limits. This includes Census tracts 13, 14.01, 14.02, 34, 36.01, 36.02, and 37.05. The
project limits and Census tracts within the study area are shown in Figure 1, Table 1 includes
area in sq mi.

Figure 1: Project Location with Census Tracts

~ e’
\_—; .’
TOWNSHIP OF

e
L]

TOWNSHIP OF TOWNSHIPOF : HAMILTON
L
1
1

HOPEWELL LAWRENCE

]

1
1
L

TOWNSHIP OF EWING

S FUTURE

e S

Pennsylvania

Legend - MERCER COUNTY ROUTE 634 (PARKWAY AVENUE), 1/2 Mile Ran
TR e ange

I- -. Municipal Boundaries Census Tracts within 1/2 Mile of Study Corridor - ¢ 025 08 ’
D Study Area Census Tract Boundaries ‘ Miles

2 Michael Baker

INTERNATIONAL




Agreement No. 2015SWP017 - Highway Safety Improvement Program Concept Development
Task Order 7: Mercer County Route 634 (Parkway Avenue) (MP 2.20 - MP 4.11) Commumty Profile
Concept Development Study

Table 1-Study Area Overview (Square Mileage)

County Municipality Area (Sq Mi)
Total 23.76
Mercer Ewing 15.60
Mercer Trenton 8.16

Municipality Census Tract Area (Sg Mi)
Total 10.08

Trenton 13 0.88

Trenton 14.01 0.38

Trenton 14.02 0.14
Ewing 34 0.86
Ewing 36.01 0.61
Ewing 36.02 0.67
Ewing 37.05 6.54

3. Demographics

In order to fully evaluate the needs for the study area through this CD study, the various
demographics and their impacts need to be compiled and compared in order to best serve the
community. To obtain various demographic characteristics for the study, 2015 Census
estimates based on 2010 Census data were obtained from the US Census Bureau website.

3.1  Population

Table 2 provides a population overview of the municipality and Census tracts within the study
area. The population of Ewing is 36,379 and the population of Trenton is 84,632.

Table 2 - Ewing and Trenton and Study Area Populations

County Municipality Population Percentage
Total 121,011 100.0%
Mercer Ewing 36,379 30.0%
Mercer Trenton 84,632 70.0%
County Municipality Population Percentage
Total 27,018 100.0%
Trenton 13 4,579 17.0%
Trenton 14.01 4,150 15.3%
Trenton 14.02 2,257 8.4%
Ewing 34 2,529 9.4%
Ewing 36.01 3,497 12.9%
Ewing 36.02 3,716 13.7%
Ewing 37.05 6,290 23.3%
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3.2 Age

Figure 2 shows the population in Ewing and Trenton combined, by age group. The median age in
Ewing is 37.4 while the median age in Trenton is 33.8, which are lower than the national median
age of 37.6 years, and the New Jersey median age of 39.4. 22.5% of the population is under age
18, while 10.7% of the population is over age 65.

Figure 2: Age in Ewing and Trenton
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Figure 3 shows the population by age group for the Census tracts surrounding the project limits.
The median age within the tracts ranges from 29.2 to 42.2 years, with an average of 36.3 years,
which is lower than the national median age of 37.6, and the New Jersey median age of 39.4.

Figure 3: Age in Study Area
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3.3 Race and Ethnicity

Table 3 and Figure 4 show race and ethnicity in Ewing and Trenton. A plurality of residents within
these municipalities identify as Black or African American with 44.1% of population, closely
followed by White at 43.9%. The Black or African population is overrepresented within the
municipalities and Census tracts when compared to the New Jersey and National averages which

are 13.5% and 12.6%, respectively.

In Ewing and Trenton, 27.1% of the population identify themselves as Hispanic or Latino.

Table 3- Race and Ethnicity in Ewing and Trenton

Population Percentage

Total Population 121,011 100%

White 53,105 43.9%

Black or African American 53,407 44.1%

American Indian and Alaska Native 152 0.1%

Asian 2,381 2.0%

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 0 0.0%
Some Other Race 9,678 8.0%

Two or More Races 2,288 1.9%

Hispanic or Latino 32,815 27.1%
Non-Hispanic or Latino 88,196 72.9%
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Figure 4: Race and Ethnicity in Ewingand Trenton
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Table 4 and Figure 5 show race and ethnicity in the Census tracts included in the study area. The
largest racial group within the study area is Black or African American comprising 56.9%.
Residents identifying as White were the second largest group at 39.5%. The Black or African
population is overrepresented within the municipalities and Census tracts when compared to the
New Jersey and National averages which are 13.5% and 12.6%, respectively. In Ewing and
Trenton, 8.5% of the population identify as Hispanic or Latino within the study area.

Table 4 -Race and Ethnicity in Study Area

Population Percentage

Total Population 27,018 100%

White 10,341 38.3%

Black or African American 15,055 55.7%

American Indian and Alaska Native 39 0.1%

Asian 275 1.0%

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 0 0.0%
Some Other Race 868 3.2%

Two or More Races 440 1.6%

Hispanic or Latino 2,296 8.5%

Non-Hispanic or Latino 24,722 91.5%
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Figure 5:Racein Study Area
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3.4 Limited English Proficiency

The Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Executive Order (Executive Order 13166) “Improving Access
to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency” requires all recipients of federal funds
to provide meaningful access to those with limited English speaking proficiency. The US
Department of Justice defines LEP individuals as those “who do not speak English as their primary
language and who have a limited ability to read, write, speak, or understand English.”

Table 5 and Figure 6 outline the population over five years old who speak English less than “Very
Well” in Ewing and Trenton and primarily languages used by this population. 15.9% of the
population identified themselves as being able to speak English less than “Very Well”. This figure
is higher than the national LEP average of 8.6%, and the New Jersey average of 12.3%.

Table5-LEP in Ewingand Trenton

Population Percentage
Population 5 years and over: 113,085 100.0%
Population over 5 who speak English

less than "Very Well": 18,031 15.9%

By Primary Language:
Spanish 15,184 13.4%
Other Indo-European Language 1,977 1.7%
Asian and Pacific Islander Language 420 0.4%
Other Language 450 0.4%
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Figure 6: Native Language of LEP Population in Ewingand Trenton
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84.2% of the LEP population in Trenton and Ewing are native speakers of Spanish. 11.0% of the
LEP population in Trenton and Ewing are native speakers of “Other Indo European” languages
such as French, Portuguese, Russian, Hindi, Urdu, and Italian, etc.

Table 6 and Figure 7 shows LEP within the study area. 15.9% of the population over five years old
in the study area identified themselves as LEP. Native Spanish speakers (98.3%) represent the
largest number of LEP speakers of the study area LEP population. 1.7% of the LEP population
speak an “Asian-Pacific Islander” language, these are the only languages other than Spanish
spoken as a first language within the Census tracts. Asian-Pacific Islander languages include
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Hawaiian, and Samoan, etc.

Table6-LEP in Study Area

Population Percentage
Population 5 years and over: 25,219 100.0%
Population over 5 who speak English

less than "Very Well": 464 1.8%

By Primary Language:
Spanish 456 1.8%
Other Indo-European Language 0 0.0%
Asian and Pacific Islander Language 8 0.0%
Other Language 0 0.0%

Figure 7: Native Language of LEP Populationin Study Area
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3.5 Poverty and Income

As shown in Table 7 and Figure 8, 23.1% of the Ewing and Trenton population are living below
the poverty line. This rate is higher than the national poverty rate of 15.5% and the New Jersey
rate of 10.8%. Poverty is highest among the population under 18 years of age, with 35.2% of the
population living below the poverty line. The second highest rate is the population between ages
18 and 64, at 20.5% living below the poverty line. Poverty is lowest among the population 65
years of age and older, with 13.9% of the population living below the poverty line. The median
annual household income is $77,464 in Ewing and $34,257 in Trenton.

As shown in Table 8 and Figure 8, 19.0% of the population within the study area are living below
the poverty line. This figure is higher than the national poverty rate of 15.5% and the New Jersey
rate of 10.8%. Poverty is highest among the population under 18 years of age, with 33.2% living
below the poverty line. The second highest rate is the population between ages 18 and 64, at
16.3% living below the poverty line. The population over 65 years of age and older have the
lowest rate of poverty, at 9.5%. The median annual household income within the study area is
$57,701. The national median income is $53,889 and in New Jersey it is $72,093.

Figure 8: Poverty in Ewing and Trenton and
surrounding study area
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3.6  Environmental Justice & Title VI

According to NEPA Act of 1969, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Executive Order 12898
(1994), Environmental Justice related issues should be considered as transportation projects are
developed. Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice states that to the extent practicable
and permitted by law, neither minority nor low-income populations may receive
disproportionately high and adverse impacts as a result of a proposed project. It requires that
any low-income or minority population that could be affected by the project in the community
be given the opportunity to be included in the impacts assessment and public involvement
process. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 states that, “no persons in the United States shall
on the grounds of race, color, or national origin be excluded from participation in, be denied and
benefit of, or subject to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial
assistance.”

Communities located within Trenton, Ewing, and the study area contain populations that may
warrant Environmental Justice consideration; however, given that the scope, goals, and
objectives of this project are to improve safety, mobility, and accessibility along the Parkway
Avenue corridor, the proposed improvements will most likely benefit the local community, and
it is unlikely that the selected Preliminary Preferred Alternative for implementation will have
adverse community impacts.

3.7 Disability

Table 9 and Figure 9 show the percentage of people with disabilities in Ewing and Trenton.
Overall, 11.9% of Ewing and Trenton residents report having a disability. This rate of disability is
greater than the New Jersey average of 10.2%, but lower than the national average of 12.3%.
Table 10 and Figure 9 show rates of disability in the study area. 12.3% residents within these
study area report having a disability. This rate of disability is higher than the New Jersey average,
but below the national average.

Figure 9- Disability in Ewing and Trenton

Table 9-Disability in Ewing and Trenton
and surrounding Study Area
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3.8 Housing

Table 11 and Figure 10 shows housing tenure and occupancy in Ewing and Trenton. Housing in
Ewing and Trenton consists of 31,285 single-family homes with 17,003 multi-family residential
properties consisting of two units or more. 66.0% of housing units in Ewing are owner occupied.
In Trenton, 30.1% of housing units are owner occupied and 50.2% are renter occupied. Nationally,
63.9% of housing units are owner occupied, and in New Jersey 64.5% are owner occupied. Vacant
housing accounts for 6.8% of the total units in Ewing and 19.7% in Trenton.

Figure 10: Housing Units in Ewing and Trenton

Table 11-Housing in Ewing and Trenton

Ewing Vacant
Population Percentage 6.9% o(c)x;?;d
Total Housing Units: 13,594 100.0% 66.0%
Owner Occupied Housing Units: 8,975 66.0% Rener
Renter Occupied Housing Units: 3,689 27.1% Occupied
Vacant: 930 6.9% 27.1%
Trenton
Population Percentage Ewing
Total Housing Units: 34,694 100.0%
Owner Occupied Housing Units: 10,443 30.1%
Renter Occupied Housing Units: 17,401 50.2% Owner
Vacant: 6,850 19.7% Occupied

30.1%

Renter
Occupied
50.2%

Trenton

Table 12 and Figure 11 shows housing tenure and occupancy in the study area surrounding the
project limits. Housing within the study area consists of 6,750 single-family homes with 4,109
multi-family residential properties consisting of two units or more. Owner occupied housing units
account for 49.3% of the total units and vacant housing accounts for 11.2% of the total units in
the study area.
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Figure 11: Housing in Study Area
Table12-Housingin Study Area

Population Percentage
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3.9 Journey-to-Work Statistics

Table 13 and Figure 12 show the means of transportation to work for Ewing and Trenton
residents. A majority of residents (67.7%) drove alone to work. This figure is lower than the
national rate of 76.4% and the New Jersey rate of 71.9%. The second most common commuting
mode in Ewing and Trenton is carpooling, at 15.2%, followed by public transportation at 8.5%.
The rate of carpooling is higher than the national average at 9.5% and New Jersey average of
8.1%. The rate of public transportation usage is higher than the national average of 5.1%, but
lower than the New Jersey average of 11.1%.

Table 13- Journey to Work in Ewing and Trenton

Population  Percentage

Working Population: 49,579 100.0%
Drove Alone 33,575 67.7%
Carpooled 7,527 15.2%
Public Transportation 4,223 8.5%
Walked 1,908 3.8%
Taxicab, Motorcycle, Bicycle, Other Means 1,017 2.1%
Worked from Home 1,328 2.7%
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Figure12: Journey to Work in Ewing and Trenton
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Table 14 and Figure 13 show the means of transportation to work for residents of the study area
surrounding the project limits. Overall, 79.2% of commuters within the study area drove alone to
work. The second most common commuting mode within the study area is carpooling at 8.5%,
followed by public transportation at 7.4%.

Table14 - Journey to Work in Study Area

Population  Percentage

Working Population: 10,939 100.0%
Drove Alone 8,661 79.2%
Carpooled 934 8.5%
Public Transportation 813 7.4%
Walked 101 0.9%
Taxicab, Motorcycle, Bicycle, Other Means 190 1.7%
Worked from Home 239 2.2%

Figure13: Journey to Work in Study Area
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4.0 Land Use and Transportation

In Ewing and Trenton, land use adjacent to the project limits includes residential neighborhoods
consisting of single-family homes and multi-family residential properties, commercial and
industrial uses. There are two schools located on or adjacent to the project limits and there are
also numerous houses of worship located on or adjacent to the corridor. NJ Transit operates a
public transit route (Bus #607) along Parkway Avenue within the study area.

Figure 14: Land Use Within the Study Area
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4.1  Roadway Characteristics and Pedestrian Facilities

The project limits are 1.91 miles long, with two travel lanes in each direction, and is classified as
an Urban Minor Arterial. The speed limit is posted at 40 MPH throughout the project limits and
there is a school zone for Ewing High School with a posted speed limit of 30 MPH. Within the
project limits there are 23 intersections (five signalized, 18 unsignalized).
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The NJDOT Roadway Information and Traffic Monitoring System Program website indicates an
Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) volume from 2012 of 19,161 vehicles/day at Traffic Sta. ID
5-6-135 from MP 2.20 to MP 4.11. At the western end of the project limits, Parkway Avenue
intersects with Scotch Road providing a connection to Interstate 95.

From a preliminary review, the sidewalk network appears to be mostly complete except for a
missing link between Lower Ferry Road and Gold Street on the north side. There are no bicycle
facilities along the project limits. Pedestrian signals exist at all the signalized intersections. ADA
ramps exist but have not been updated to current standards, crosswalks exist as well but some
are worn and barely visible.

4.2  Business Activity/Employment Centers

In addition to residential land uses, there are several large retail and employment centers located
on or within % mile of the project limits:

Big John’s Deli 589 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08618 Restaurant
Glendale Village 775 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08618 Shopping Center
IHOP 785 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08618 Restaurant
Parkway Pizza 836 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08618 Restaurant
Ewing Square 950 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08618 Shopping Center
NJ Department of 1035 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08618 State Government
Transportation
NY Bagel & Deli 1097 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08628 Restaurant
The New Ewing Diner 1099 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08628 Restaurant
Care One at Ewing 1201 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08628 Healthcare
Parkway Corporate Center 1230 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08628 Office Park
Wawa Gas Station* 1255 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08628 Convenience & Fuel
Suburban Square 1300 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08628 Shopping Center
Credit Union of NJ 1301 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08628 Financial Services

* Expected opening Late August 2017
4.3 Schools / Institutions
Schools located within % mile of the project limits include:

e Ewing High School

o 900 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08618
e Parkway Elementary School

o 446 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08618
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4.4  Police, Fire & Emergency Management Services
Two hospitals are located within three miles of the project limits:

e Capital Health

o 750 Brunswick Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08638
e Capital Health

o 1 Capital Way, Pennington, NJ 08534

One after hours medical clinic is located along the project limits:

e AfterOurs Urgent Care
o 1230 Parkway Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08628

The nearest police & fire stations are located within 1 % mile of the project:

e Ewing Police Department
o 2 Jake Garzio Drive, Ewing, NJ 08628
e Pennington Road Fire Company
o 1666 Pennington Road, Ewing, NJ 08618

4.5 Places of Worship

There are several places of worship located within the Census tracts surrounding the Parkway
Avenue project limits. Places of worship in bold are adjacent to the project limits.

Our Lady of Good Counsel Church

West Trenton Presbyterian Church

Victorious Church
Calvary Chapel of Mercer County
St Paul Ame Zion Church
Jerusalem Baptist Church
Calvary Christian Fellowship
Covenant Presbyterian Church
Incarnation-St James Church
Bethany Lutheran Church
Bethel SDA Church
Cadwalader-Asbury United
Mt Sinai SDA Church
New Bethel Holy Church
Ujima Village Christian Church
First International Baptist Church
Union Baptist Church
Islamic Center of Ewing

137 West Upper Ferry Rd, Ewing, NJ 08628
490 Grand Avenue, West Trenton, NJ 08628
25 Scotch Rd, Ewing Township, NJ 08628

218 Kensington Ave, Trenton, NJ 08618
623 Parkway Ave, Ewing, NJ 08618
471 Parkway Ave, Trenton, NJ 08618
1545 Pennington Rd, Trenton, NJ 08618
1125 Parkside Ave, Ewing Township, NJ 08618
207 Hillcrest Ave, Trenton, NJ 08618
910 Stuyvesant Ave, Trenton, NJ 08618
35 Arlington Ave, Trenton, NJ 08618
25 Weber Ave, Ewing Township, NJ 08638
1001 Pennington Rd, Ewing, NJ 08618
685 Stuyvesant Ave, Trenton, NJ 08618
301 Pennington Ave, Trenton, NJ 08618
685 Parkway Ave, Ewing, NJ 08618

999 Lower Ferry Rd, Ewing Township, NJ 08628
1130 Lower Ferry Rd, Ewing Township, NJ 08618
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4.6  Public Transportation
New Jersey Transit (NJT) operates one bus route (#607) along the Parkway Avenue project limits.

The closest rail stations are located in West Trenton and in Trenton. The West Trenton Station is
served by SEPTA’s West Trenton Line with service to Philadelphia.

The Trenton Station is served by SEPTA, NJT, and Amtrak. SEPTA provides service via the Trenton
Line to Philadelphia. NJ Transit provides service via the Northeast Corridor Line to points north
including New Brunswick, Newark, and New York City. NJT also provides light rail service via the
Riverline. Amtrak provides service from the Trenton Station to points north including Boston,
Massachusetts and points south including Washington, D.C.

5. Conclusion

This community profile will be utilized to develop an appropriate PIAP for the Parkway Avenue
Concept Development Study. Understanding population, demographics, surrounding land uses
and transportation will assist in identifying local stakeholders and determining and assessing
potential impacts to vulnerable populations.
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