MINUTES OF THE MERCER COUNTY AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD
MEETING HELD MONDAY MARCH 4, 2019
IN THE EXTENSION SERVICE BUILDING
1440 PARKSIDE AVENUE, EWING, N.J.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Steve Jany called this meeting to order at 7:50 PM.

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT
Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this meeting was given to the Trenton Times,
Trentonian, Mercer County Clerk, and posted in the Mercer County Administration Building.

ROLL CALL

A. Voting Members:
Steve Jany, Chairman — Present Scott Ellis — Present
Frank D’ Amico, Vice-Chairman — Present Kelly Mooij — Present
Kristine Walsh — Present Gary Mount — Absent

Laurie Emde — Present

B. Non-voting Members:
Bill Agress/County Planning Board Liaison — Present
Meredith Melendez/Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension — Absent

C. Others Present:
Emily Blackman, CADB Secretary Public: Ashley & Sam Kerr,
Leslie Floyd, County Planning Director Sage & Vaya Thomson

REORGANIZATION: ELECTIONS, APPOINTMENTS & ADOPTION OF 2019 MEETING

SCHEDULE

Mr. Ellis made a motion to reelect Mr. Jany as Chairman, Mr. D’ Amico as Vice-Chairman, Ms.
Blackman as Secretary and Ms. Bacso as Board Attorney. Ms. Mooij seconded the motion. The
reelections were unanimously approved by the Board.

Mr. D’ Amico indicated that he would like to step down as the liaison to the Open Space Board
due to time constraints. Ms. Floyd asked for volunteers to take the position. Ms. Emde indicated
that she would be willing to be the liaison if it is not a conflict of interest due to her position as a
staff member at D&R Greenway Land Trust. Ms. Walsh indicated that she would be willing to be
the liaison if Ms. Emde cannot. Ms. Floyd and Ms. Blackman will ask Ms. Bacso’s opinion and
report back to the Board. The Board thanked Mr. D’ Amico for his service.

Ms. Mooij made a motion to approve the 2019 meeting schedule. Mr. D’Amico seconded. The
2019 meeting schedule was unanimously approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On a motion by Ms. Mooij and seconded by Mr. Ellis, the minutes of the October 1, 2018 regular
meeting were unanimously approved. Ms. Emde abstained because she was not present at the
meeting.
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VI.

VII.

VIII.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Ms. Ashley Kerr and Mr. Sam Kerr asked a question related to the
negotiations between the family and the County about the preservation of their farm. Ms. Floyd
and Ms. Blackman will address their question outside of the meeting. Mr. and Ms. Thomson
introduced themselves — they live in the area and are interested in learning about agriculture in the
region. The Board welcomed them and Ms. Floyd and Ms. Blackman gave them their contact
information for future questions.

CORRESPONDENCE

Ms. Blackman shared updates from recent State Agricultural Development Committee (SADC)
meetings. There are two farms in Mercer County that have been awarded SADC cost-share deer
fencing grants. The SADC is in the process of adopting a new list of certified appraisers and of
expanding what types of disputes their mediation program can be used for. There should be more
details at the next SADC meeting in late March. The new County and Municipal Planning
Incentive Grant (PI1G) rules are likely to also be approved at the March meeting. The rules are
mostly administrative changes. One significant new aspect of the funding is that counties and
municipalities will be able to apply for competitive acquisition funding if they have used up their
base grants. Finally, a new State appropriations bill has been approved for the Corporate Business
Tax (CBT) funding for farmland preservation. The Municipal PIG program will receive $15
million, the Non-Profit program will receive ~$1.5 million and the soil & water and deer fencing
cost-share programs will receive $660,000 in new funds. Ms. Mooij noted that the next round of
CBT funding will be approved by the end of June. The SADC expects the next round to have new
County PIG funding. The next round is also when the percentage of the CBT going towards
preservation will be significantly increased.

COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

A. SADC: Ms. Blackman shared a recent report from Ms. Mandelbaum of the SADC. The
SADC currently has four active projects in the County, all in Hopewell. There are three
projects with final approval: Auer Associates (Municipal PIG), Gillespie (State) and
Harbourton Foundation (State). The Muscente farm owned by D&R Greenway Land Trust
received green light approval in the non-profit program.

B. Land Development Activity: None

C. Farmland Preservation Status:
e Ms. Blackman reported that the Chowdhury Farm and Kerr Farm preservation projects are
still under negotiation. The County expects to have updates soon.

OLD BUSINESS
e Monitoring:

o Dakota Farm, Robbinsville: Ms. Blackman reported that she made another visit to
the farm in November to check on the maintenance of the property and look for
removal of B&B plants. She observed mowing and other weed control, but no
B&B removal. She will look again during the spring monitoring visit. This farm
has been overgrown for years and the County has sent multiple notices to the
owner explaining that under his easement, he must maintain the agricultural
potential of the property (i.e., remove the trees and shrubs or start his B&B
operation again).

o Guzikowski Farm, Hamilton: Ms. Blackman and Ms. Floyd reported that the
owner is still in court for animal welfare violations. The County prosecutor may
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seize the property once the welfare case is closed.

DiPaola Turkey Farm, Hamilton: Ms. Blackman reported that she made a fall
visit to the farm to observe the farm’s fly management. The Board did a Site
Specific Agricultural Management Practice (SSAMP) review a number of years
ago regarding this issue. Neighbors were reporting large numbers of flies due to
the turkeys and the farmer requested the SSAMP. The SSAMP resulted in some
best management practices for the farm, including changing the turkeys’ wood
shaving bedding often and using fly sticky traps, among some other
recommendations. This fall, Ms. Blackman observed clean bedding and the owner
showed her his supply of sticky traps. He reported that during the time when the
most turkeys are at the farm earlier in the fall, his workers were changing the traps
daily. Ms. Blackman was satisfied that the farm is following the best management
practices. Neither the County nor the owner has received any recent complaints.

Gentile Farm, Robbinsville: Ms. Blackman provided an update about the erosion
problem on the Gentile farm. It has been getting worse over the past couple of
years and Mr. Gentile thought it might be due to a potentially broken stormwater
pipe owned by the County. Ms. Blackman visited the farm with County DOT
staff and they flushed water through the pipe from the road, which established that
the pipe is not broken. The pipe drains into a ditch on Mr. Gentile’s property that
is clogged. County DOT and Ms. Blackman have recommended that he clean the
ditch and also contact the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), who
have grant programs to help preserved farms with problems like erosion. Finally,
there are old broken terra cotta drainage tiles in the field that are likely causing or
contributing to the erosion.

Right to Farm

O

Oasis Family Farm Update: Ms. Blackman provided an update about the status of
Oasis Farm’s SSAMP request. At its previous meeting, the Board found that the
farm does meet the SADC’s commercial farm eligibility criteria for protection
under the Right to Farm Act. However, the farmer does not want to move forward
with the full SSAMP public hearing at this time. This SSAMP is related to the
events and activities that the farm hosts and whether they fall under the protection
of the Right to Farm Act, using guidance provided by the SADC’s On-Farm
Direct Marketing Agricultural Management Practice. The Board may revisit this
issue in the future, if requested by the farmer.

X. NEW BUSINESS

SADC Preliminary Resolutions for Kerr Farm: Ms. Blackman asked the Board to approve
four resolutions for the Kerr Farm preservation project. They authorize the County to
begin the SADC grant cost-share application process, should the project move forward.
The resolutions are for Block 98, Lot 15 (North and South), owned by Kerr Ridge
Associates and for Block 95, Lot 3 (North and South), owned by Kerr Ridge Farm, LLC.

Mr. Ellis made a motion to approve all four resolutions. Ms. Emde seconded and the

resolutions were unanimously approved.

XIl.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None

XII.  EXECUTIVE SESSION: None was required.
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XIV. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. The next scheduled meeting of the MCADB is April 1%,
2019.
Respectfully submitted,
Emily Blackman
MCADB Secretary
Date adopted: June 3", 2019

Attachments, if any, are made a part of the permanent record and are filed in the Minute Book, and are
located in the Mercer County Planning Division Office. All copies are available upon request.
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