
 1 

MINUTES OF THE MERCER COUNTY AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD 2 

MEETING HELD MONDAY MAY 7, 2018 3 

IN THE EXTENSION SERVICE BUILDING 4 

930 SPRUCE STREET, TRENTON, N.J. 5 

2ND FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM 6 

 7 

I.    CALL TO ORDER 8 

Chairman Steve Jany called this meeting to order at 7:40 PM. 9 

 10 

II. COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 11 

Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this meeting was given to the Trenton Times, 12 

Trentonian, Mercer County Clerk, and posted in the Mercer County Administration Building.  13 

 14 

III. ROLL CALL 15 

A. Voting Members: 16 

Steve Jany, Chairman – Present Scott Ellis – Present 

Frank D’Amico, Vice-Chairman – Present Kelly Mooij – Present 

Kristine Walsh - Absent Gary Mount – Present 

Laurie Emde – Present 

  

B. Non-Voting Members: 17 

    Bill Agress/County Planning Board Liaison – Present 18 

 Meredith Melendez/Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension – Present 19 

 20 

C. Others Present: 21 

Dan Pace, CADB Secretary 

Leslie Floyd, County Planning Director 

Dan Knox, SADC 

Emily Blackman, incoming CADB Secretary 

  

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 22 

On a motion by Mr. Ellis and seconded by Mr. D’Amico the minutes of the February 5, 2018 re-org 23 

and regular meeting was unanimously approved with Ms. Emde abstaining.   24 

 25 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT: None 26 

 27 

VI. CORRESPONDENCE: None  28 

 29 

VII. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS 30 

A. SADC:  31 

 Mr. Knox: 32 

o Auer Farm (Mary Jo Herbert) Direct Easement Purchase received SADC Final 33 

Approval but further advancement of the application has been delayed until 34 

documentation is received to clarify the farm business. 35 

o A two year extension of the Preserved Farm Winery Pilot legislation has been 36 

approved by the legislature and is awaiting the Governor’s signature. 37 

o The SADC owned Case Farm in Hunterdon County is being farmed by a tenant 38 

farmer and he has been offered a 12 year lease - the first for the SADC. 39 

o A SADC owned 82-acre farm in Salem County was recently sold at auction for 40 

$3,250/ac without a housing opportunity. If the farm had not sold this way, the 41 

SADC was going to immediately re-auction it with a housing opportunity.   42 

 43 

B.   Land Development Activity: None 44 

 45 

C.   Status of Farmland Preservation Applications: 46 
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 2018 PIG: Chowdhury Hamilton: Application at SADC for cost-share is nearing completion.  1 

 2 

 2019 PIG: Chowdhury Hopewell: Appraisals are underway for fee purchase of approx. 29-3 

acres. Mr. Pace showed slides of the property and discussed the potential for a separate trail 4 

at the extreme south of the property that could connect two existing open spaces with trails. 5 

 6 

IX. OLD BUSINESS 7 

 PennEast pipeline: There are no route updates. Ms. Floyd commented that the County has 8 

joined with the State and municipalities in a legal effort opposing PennEast’s taking of 9 

public property. 10 

 Monitoring:  Dakota Nursery on Perrineville Road has been given a June 19
th
 deadline after 11 

which County Counsel will be given the go-ahead to begin legal proceedings. Martin 12 

Wojcik has been asked repeatedly over three years to clear underbrush and invasive plants 13 

from overgrown nursery trees and has yet to comply. The farm is for sale. 14 

 Auction: Thursday May 24
th
 at 1:00pm in the County Boat House.  15 

 16 

X. NEW BUSINESS  17 

Kerr Farm:  18 

The Kerr family in Hopewell approached the SADC for farmland preservation late last year. 19 

However, because concomitant Regan and Gillespie farm applications to the SADC in Hopewell 20 

scored higher that the Kerr’s, the Kerr’s became ineligible for state-wide funding. Mr. Knox then 21 

suggested that they apply to the County. While they have not yet formally applied, the County has 22 

met with the family to better understand their four applications to the SADC. In addition, the County 23 

needed to know what easement value they are expecting. This is important to the County because 24 

there have been several attempts over the past 20 years to preserve this farm and, among other 25 

things, the values then did not meet their expectations. The family’s current expectations are not 26 

unreasonable but the County has hired an appraiser to conduct a “windshield appraisal” to help 27 

determine an easement purchase offer. Mr. Pace showed slides of the 400-acre farm and the Board 28 

discussed these potential applications; plus, a concurrent County fee acquisition from the Kerr’s for 29 

a future Jacobs Creek stream corridor trail. 30 

 31 

XI. OTHER BUSINESS 32 

With his May 31
st
 retirement approaching, the Board thanked Mr. Pace for his 17 years of service to 33 

the CADB with a resolution and a post-meeting reception. Mr. Pace expressed his gratitude for the 34 

Board’s thoughtfulness. 35 

 36 

XII. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None 37 

 38 

XIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION: None was required. 39 

 40 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 41 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30PM. The next scheduled meeting of the MCADB is June 4, 2018. 42 

 43 

Respectfully submitted, 44 

 45 

 46 

Daniel Pace 47 

MCADB, Secretary 48 

 49 

Date adopted:   August 6, 2018 50 

 51 

Attachments, if any, are made a part of the permanent record and are filed in the Minute Book, and are 52 

located in the Mercer County Planning Division Office.  All copies are available upon request. 53 


