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MINUTES OF THE MERCER COUNTY AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD
REORGANIZATION AND REGULAR MEETING HELD MONDAY FEBRUARY 5, 2018
IN THE EXTENSION SERVICE BUILDING
930 SPRUCE STREET, TRENTON, N.J.
1ST FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Steve Jany called the re-organization meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT
Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this meeting was given to the Trenton Times,
Trentonian, Mercer County Clerk, and posted in the Mercer County Administration Building.

ROLL CALL
Voting Members:
Steve Jany, Chairman — Present Scott Ellis — Present
Frank D’ Amico, Vice-Chairman — Present Kelly Mooij — Present
Kristine Walsh — Present Gary Mount — Present

Laurie Emde — Absent

Non-Voting Members:
Bill Agress/County Planning Board Liaison — Present
Meredith Melendez/Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension — Absent

Others Present:
Leslie Floyd, County Planning Director Dan Knox, SADC
Dan Pace, MCADRB Secretary Emily Blackman, County Planning Department

REORGANIZATION :

Mr, Ellis moved a ballot slate oft Steve Jany, Chairman; Frank I’ Amico, Vice-Chairman; Dan Pace,
Secretary; and Susan Bacso, legal counsel. The motion was seconded by Mr. Mount. There being no
other nominations the slate was unanimously approved. In addition, Mr. D’ Amico will take over
from Mr. Mount the position of CADB representative to the County Open Space Preservation Board,

The Chairman asked the Board to review the draft schedule for CADB meetings. Ms. Mooij moved
for acceptance of the schedule. Mr. D’ Amico seconded and the schedule was unanimously approved.

The re-org. meeting was closed at 7:40PM and the regular meeting was called to order by Mr. Jany.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
On a motion by Mr. D* Amico and seconded by Mr. Mount, the minutes of the December 4, 2017
meeting were unanimously approved with Ms. Mooij, Ms. Walsh, Mr. Mount abstaining.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

CORRESPONDENCE

A. Mr. Pace received a request from the SADC for comment on the SADC Direct Easement
purchase for the Regan and the Gillespie farms in Hopewell Twp. Mr. Pace responded for the
Board and said there was no inconsistency with County Farmland Preservation goals.

B. Mr. Pace distributed a handout for a deer symposium sponsored by the Sourlands Conservancy.

C. An email was received from a beekeeper opposed to the NJDA bee keeping rule proposal. The
Board discussed inadequacies of the proposed rule but took no action.
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D. Email received from SADC saying that of three farms located in Mercer that had been approved
for deer fencing grants, only two have installed fencing. Mr. Pace and Mr. Ellis commented that
Garden State Nursery on Sawmill Road has begun installing fencing but it was uncertain if they
had received a grant for their Mercer County farm.

VIII. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS
A, SADC: Mr. Knox reported:

1. That the FY18 appropriation bill was signed that allocated $7.5m for County PIG
Competitive grants; $15.4m for State acquisition; and $1.7m for Non-Profits. It is expected
that for FY'19, funds will be allocated for County PIG Base Grants.

2. Rural Microenterprise Rule is now effective.

Alternate SADC member legislation passed.

4, Quaker Valley (DenHollender) is before the State Supreme Court for review of scil
disturbance.

5. Regan and Gillespie were selected for SADC Direct Easement Purchase and appraisals are
underway for Gillespie. Regan is a bit delayed because of a change in ownership to a Regan
Foundation. The Board discussed the Kerr farm with Mr. Knox who described the family’s
desire to create four separate farms caused their scoring to fall below Regan and Gillespie.

LD

B. Land Development Activity within the ADA: None.

C. Status of Farmland Preservation Applications:
2016 PIG — Gaskill closed
2018 PIG - Mercer\Chowdhury easement value certified at $10,200. On a motion by Mr. Mount
and seconded by Mr. D’ Amico, the Board approved a Final Resolution of Approval for submittal
to the SADC (no votes in the negative; Mr. Ellis abstained).

IX. OLD BUSINESS

A. PennEast Pipeline Update: There have been no further revisions to the proposed route in
Hopewell Township. FERC gave final approval but NJDEP has twice refused to review the
PennEast application because of deficiencies.

B. Monitoring — Radvany looks good for both non-ag use and mowing; Thompson in Hopewell
(former gun club) has been mowed; Dakota Nursery (Marti Wojcik) on Windsor Perrineville Road
has been sent a letter from the County attorney saying they must mow and clear invasive plants,

C. Auction hearing in Hamilton Township was re-scheduled to February 13™ because of bad weather.

X. NEW BUSINESS
Mr, Mount suggested that the County publically recognize its 90 preserved farms. Ms. Floyd agreed.

XI. OTHER BUSINESS: None
XII.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None
XII.  EXECUTIVE SESSION: None was required
X1V, ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15PM. The next meeting of the MCADB will be on March 35, 2018.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel Pace
MCADB, Secretary

Drate adopted: May 7, 2018
Attachments, if any, are made a part of the permanent record and are filed in the Minute Book, and are

located in the Mercer County Planning Division Office. All copies are available upon request.
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